
For five weeks this summer, we explored the spiritual practice of Sabbath.  We’ve asked some hard 

questions: In our culture’s compulsion towards busyness, overwork, and consumerism, what does it 

mean to stop, breath, and reflect?  In a life that often feels like a high-speed race against time, what 

does it look like to press the brake pedal?  When careers are a measure of success and worth, what 

does it look like to step away from our laptops and see one another as blessed and beloved children 

of God?  
 

Now that the school year has started and summer vacations are over, Sabbath time often goes right 

out the window.  For the next 9 months, it’s one long race of juggling calendars, to-do lists, and email 

inboxes.  Here are some spiritual practices that can serve as rest stops along your journey this year: 
 

Find a “pause button” - We can choose anything to stop you- the sound of your phone, a stoplight 

when you are driving, whenever your hand touches a doorknob, before you eat or drink.  Choose one 

common act during your day to serve as a Sabbath pause.  
 

Portable Prayer - Choose a simple word or phrase that centers you at anytime of our day.  

Experiment with one or two and then find what works for you.  Here are some examples: 

 

 Be still and know that I am God.  

 Do not be afraid.   

 The Lord is my Shepherd. 
 

Offer a Blessing - You can bless your children, your partner, or a friend by placing your hand on 

theirs, and offering a prayer for their healing, their well-being, their happiness.  Or you can bless a 

total stranger - someone you notice on the street, in the grocery store, on the bus:  “You are a 

beloved child of God, may you be at peace.”  Notice how you both receive some benefit from the 

blessing. 
 

Light a candle  - Share aloud or pray to God about all those things that are left to do, and as the 

candle burns, allow your worries to melt away.  Jesus said, “Do not be anxious about tomorrow. The 

worries of today are sufficient for today.”  Whatever remains to be done, for now, let it be.  It does 

not need to get done this hour or this minute.   In Sabbath time, we allow God and the earth to care 

for what is needed.  Let it be.   
 

When we stop, breath, and rest, God will meet us there.   
 

Blessings to you in this season of transition and change, 

 

          Dana 
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HOMECOMING SUNDAY 

September 7 

9:30 a.m.  Continental Breakfast  

        Information & Registration  

10:30 a.m.  Worship/Sunday School 

11:30 a.m.  Punch on the Parsonage Lawn 

Attention all Bakers! Please consider bringing your favorite 
baked good or healthy snack for our celebration following 
worship.  



 

CLIMATE CHANGE MARCH 

Join the South Church Delegation for 

the People's Climate March on   

September 21. 

World leaders will gather at the United 

Nations in New York City for a summit on 

climate change.  Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is urging 

governments to support an ambitious global agreement to 

dramatically reduce global warming pollution. 

Over 600 organizations, including the Mass. Conference of 

the UCC and Mass. Interfaith Power and Light, will rally in 

NYC on Sunday, September 21st, to take a stand for a 

healthy planet.   Members of the South Church Green Team 

will join the march, and you are invited to come with us!    

Planning details are not yet complete, but some people may 

head to New York on the 20th for an overnight stay, while 

others will leave early on the 21st for a one-day trip.   

For more information about the march, go to  http://

www.macucc.org/blogdetail/198936   or  to 

www.peoplesclimate.org/march/ . 

The  MACUCC site also has a petition you can sign to show 

your support.  Interested?  Please contact Fran Fink with 

your questions and for detailed updates as our plans come 

together (frances.fink@verizon.net  or 978-470-1640).  

 

September Worship Services 

September 7 - Homecoming Sunday 

 Scripture: Matthew 18:10 - 20.  Jesus said, “where two or more are gathered in my name, there I am among them.”  

We’ll explore what it means to find God in one another.  What does it look like to see the Divine in the laughter of a child, 

in the smile of an elder, in the warmth of a parent?  Music:  Sanctuary Choir returns! Joined by members of the South 

Church Youth Choir, the Pentecostal Pickers.  The Sound of One Voice by The Wailin’ Jennys. 
  

September 14 - Communion Sunday & Blessing of Teachers 

Exodus 14: 9 - 31.   God freed the Israelites from slavery by parting the Red Sea waters so that the Israelites could walk 

through.  Can you imagine what it felt like to be the first person to courageously step into the Red Sea, trusting that God 

would make a way?  After that first step, all the others followed.  What is the difficult and scary first step that God is call-

ing you to make in your life?   Music:  Sanctuary Choir: Refuge by Keith Christopher. 
   

September 21 

Scripture: Exodus 16: 2 - 15   After the Israelites were freed from Egypt, they wandered, not knowing where to go.  And 

in all the uncertainty, fear and anxiety set in.  So, they complained.  And God listened, but they were too busy complain-

ing to recognize the gifts of God in their presence.  What good gifts might you be missing?  Music: South Church Youth 

Choir combines with the Carol Choir:  Together we can change the world by Mark Shepherd. 
  

September 28 - Baptism Day 

Scripture: Philippians 2: 1 - 13 & Matthew 21: 23 - 32.  Jesus was the son of God, but the letter to the Philippians says 

that he “emptied himself by taking the form of a slave.”  Jesus was not the kind of Messiah the people were expecting, he 

was humble.  And his authority came through a spirit of service.  How do you wrestle with the role of authority and humil-

ity in your life.  Music:  Jubilation Ringers Handbell Ensemble kicks off their year. 
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 SACREMENT OF BAPTISM 
Baptism is a “visible sign of an invisible 

reality,” namely the grace and love of God 

that makes everyone welcome in the beloved 

Christian community.  Baptism marks the 

beginning of a person's faith journey.  

If you or your child has never been baptized 

and you'd like to be, there are two opportunities this fall: 

Sunday, September 28 & Sunday, October 26 during 

worship service.  

Please contact Linda Hacker, lhacker@southchurch.com 

or Dana Allen Walsh, dallenwalsh@southchurch.com if 

you are interested. 

SPICKET RIVER CLEAN-UP 

Join the Board of World Service at the 13th annual 

Spicket River Clean-Up to be held on Saturday,  

September 13 in Lawrence.  This is a wonderful  

opportunity to work alongside the adults and youth 

of  Lawrence to  help maintain a safe and clean 

greenway along the river.  Sponsored by Ground-

work Lawrence, their goal is a three mile long 

"emerald necklace" of green spaces and walking 

paths that connects parks and neighborhoods.  

This is a wonderful  youth and family event.  

Please email Ellen at ellenarvidson@aol.com if you 

wish to participate. 

mailto:frances.fink@verizon.net?subject=climate%20change%20march
mailto:lhacker@southchurch.com?subject=baptism
mailto:dallenwalsh@southchurch.com?subject=Baptism
mailto:ellenarvidson@aol.com?subject=Spicket%20River
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SEPTEMBER 7TH  

IS HOMECOMING SUNDAY! 

Invite your family, friends and neighbors!  The Board 

of Christian Education is hosting a festive outdoor 
Homecoming breakfast for all ages.  Committee 
leaders will be stationed at information tables to  
register children for Sunday School and discuss  

various opportunities to become involved, including 
Youth, Adult and Music programs.  Reconnect with 
one another and recommit to a brand new year of 
spiritual growth through shared worship, learning, 
service and community.  Visit www.southchurch.com 
for detailed Sunday School and program information. 

         9:30 a.m.  Continental Breakfast,  

                         Information & Registration 

        10:30 a.m.  Worship/Sunday School 

        11:30 a.m.  Punch on the Parsonage Lawn 

GATHER ‘ROUND  

WITH THE CHILDREN & YOUTH: 

JOIN THE 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING TEAM! 

Please hold our children and youth in prayer this 
year, and consider how you might contribute to their 

spiritual growth. 

Ten reasons to say, “YES”! 

1. Team teaching enhances mentoring of new 
teachers and schedule flexibility. 

2. Terrific kids! 

3. The relationships you foster may last a lifetime! 

4. Easy to use UCC recommended, bible story 

based curriculum. 

5. Exciting service learning opportunities with 
peace/justice theme. 

6. Learn by “doing.” Teaching is one of the best 
ways to learn! 

7. Become better equipped to discuss spiritual  
matters with your own children. 

8. Serve as a faithful role model, Jesus was a 
teacher! 

9. Children run up to you in the grocery store, say 

“hi” and give hugs! 

10. You can influence important 
future decisions our young 

people will make.  

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS ROCK! 
So our parents of babies and toddlers say!  They 
greatly appreciate the worshipful hour of peace you 
allow them through your loving care of their little 
ones.  Please consider adding your name to the list 
of nursery volunteers who choose various dates 
throughout the school year to assist our professional 

caregiver, Crystal Dereli.  Contact Terry Ebner 
 tebner@southchurch.com or visit our website to 
sign up. Link  A sign-up sheet will be available at the 
Sunday School table. 

SUNDAY MORNING 

 FAITH FORUMS 

Beginning September 14 

 9:15 a.m. in the  Church library 

 “Drop ins” and “regulars,” Bible literate and those 

who have never cracked its pages are welcome to 
join us as we begin the new year discussing 
“Reading the Bible Again for the First Time,” by Mar-
cus Borg.  Borg presents the Bible not so much as 

historical account, but as vital teaching stories about 
our relationship with God.  Moving away from the 
narrow literalism that drives so many away from the 

profound richness of the Bible, this groundbreaking 
book blends the best of biblical scholarship with a 
profound concern for authentic faith and how it can 
be lived today. 

Peter Macy along with other Faith Forums  
leaders will facilitate our September  

discussions.  Books are available during  
Homecoming breakfast (9:30—10:15am ). 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 PARENT ORIENTATION 
Sunday, September 14 

Visit your children’s classrooms, meet their teachers, 
hear what they’ll be up to this year, and learn how 
you can support the teacher’s efforts because as we 

know, you are the primary influence on your child’s 
faith formation. 

Parents will be dismissed from worship during the 
benediction around 11:30 a.m. Meetings should last 
about 15-20 minutes — Plenty of time to then get 
out and support the Youth Board car wash!!      

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 TEACHER ORIENTATION 

Saturday, September 6 

Childcare available upon request 

9:00-10:00 a.m.    New Teachers  

        (and all who want a refresher) 

10:00-12:00 Noon  All Teachers/classroom set-up   
        and planning 

http://www.southchurch.com
mailto:tebner@southchurch.com?subject=nursery%20
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AowY13G8nH2HdGppWDRqdTd2TFlJVmZjRDFPM1VnOHc&usp=sharing&authkey=CPL-zscK#gid=0
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Our sympathy to Mark, Debbie, Jillian and Nicholas 
Bohrer on the death of father/grandfather Joseph 
Herman Bohrer Jr. on July 2 in Pennsylvania. 

Our sympathy to Karen and Ed Parker and family on the 
death of Karen’s father, Donald Lundgren on July 20 in 
New Hampshire. 

Our sympathy to Jay,  Larisa  and Luke Henderson, on 
the death of 2-year old son/brother Reed Henderson, 
on August 12. A memorial service was held here at 
South Church on August 16. 

Our sympathy to Evonne Yang, Thomas, Leah, Grace and 
Hannah Arnold on the death of Evonne’s uncle 

Wen-Kuei Yang on August 1 in Tokyo, Japan.  

 

We celebrate the birth of Elise Marie Hall on June 25. 
Parents are Matthew and Emily Hall. Elise also joins her 
big sister Madeline.  

We celebrate the marriage of Renee Manning and 
Serena Santoro on August 17. 
 

IN APPRECIATION 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers from worship service 

that Nancy brought home after my recent hospital stay.  

The flowers have special meaning as they were given by 

Carol-Georgine West in memory of Keith Gould; a 

musical remembrance special to me. Thanks for your 

prayers, phone calls, emails, and visit from a couple of 

fellow choir basses which cheered me immensely.    

Again, thanks for your thoughts & prayers.      Don Miller 

 

May this small thank you note greet you with blessings 

and thankfulness as we are grateful for your generosity 

towards Andover’s growing VBS program.  Your 

willingness to share such a lovely facility and the teens 

who decorated and helped at VBS were such a gift!  We 

are so grateful that where God guided, He provided and 

that provision was through you all! Thanks again for 

celebrating VBS with us. Best in Christ,    

                           VBS Coordinators from Free Christian, 

                      St. Augustine’s  & St. Michael's  Churches 

 

Thank you to Duncan Pyle for delivering a lovely bouquet 

of flowers from the alter.  They helped to brighten my 

living room.            Nancy Hurlin 

 

I would like to thank Charlotte Lyons and her group of 

young people for the exemplary work they did in the 

cleaning and restoration of the cemetery.  In particular, 

they did an outstanding job on our family lot, the POOR 

lot.  I am pleased  to commend them for their wonderful 

efforts and results. Yours truly,         David J. Kalil 

  

The  

South Church Steeple  
is lighted during September 

in loving memory  
of  

Josephine Poulo 

by Beth, Lou and family 

NAME BADGES 

Help one another, our new pastor and  

visitors learn and remember our names by 

wearing your name badge each Sunday.  Wear it to  

Fellowship Hour too!  If you need a badge,  email  the 

church office at scand@southchurch.com. 

CHURCH PARKING 

Help ensure the safety of our congregation and  

neighbors! Please be mindful not to park in front 

of the church building between the entrance and exit 

driveways. Visibility is affected exiting the parking lot 

when cars are parked in this area. Also, do not park in the 

fire lane around the back and south side of the church near 

the garage.  

PHOTOS/MEMORIES WANTED 

Family and friends of South Church are invited to send   

photos and video/audio clips  of our services  and  other 

events at the Church.  We will be adding additional media 

to our new website and  can use your help!  Please contact 

Diane Morris,  dmorris@southchurch.com,  if you have 

items you wish to share. 

mailto:scand@southchurch.com?subject=name%20badge
mailto:dmorris@southchurch.com?subject=website
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DID YOU KNOW… 
That our 5th pastor, Rev. Lorenzo L. Langstroth (1810-

1895) and the late Robin Williams (1951-2014) both suf-

fered from manic depression?  Where Robin Williams 

found his genius in humor, Rev. Langstroth was a  

theologian, later an apiculturist, and writer who kept a 

personal journal of what was happening to him with what 

he called his ‘head troubles.’  He served here from 1836 

to 1839 with a congregation of 500 which he found over-

whelmed him at times, even though he greatly enjoyed 

the parish and friends.  Rev. Langstroth eventually found 

he could not perform all the duties of a pastor, conceding 

he ‘supplied the pulpit’ as often as possible.  He was  

dismissed and took the position of Head Master at the 

Abbot Female Academy. 

One has to wonder if Rev. Langstroth took himself out of 

the ministry or was he urged to do so?  He knew he  

suffered from a malady and wrote detailed memoirs of if its 

affects including the onset of debilitating depression.  His 

South Church connections included Deacon Amos Abbot who 

was a Trustee of Abbot Academy, and his landlord, Deacon 

Amos Blanchard.  Perhaps they all came to a mutual  

agreement regarding the health of this beloved preacher and 

beloved church and thus he found a soft landing spot.   

At this time, in 1838, Rev. Langstroth happened to become 

captivated with bees after seeing a honeycomb in a large 

glass globe on a friend’s table here in Andover which revived 

a childhood curiosity.  He returned home that day with two 

colonies of bees which he kept on the 3rd floor of his  

apartment.  From then on, Langstroth devoted himself to the 

keeping and studying of bees.  You see, our humble minister 

went on to become “the Father of Modern Bee Keeping.”   

He invented the Langstroth Hive in 1851, the commonly seen 

box with movable slides to preserve what he named ‘bee 

space’ in the production of honey.  His 1853 book, 

Langstroth on the Hive and the Honeybee is still the bee-

keeper’s Bible.  Though his clinical ‘bipolar disorder’ removed 

him from our pulpit, Langstroth’s work with bees is credited 

with helping him maintain his sanity as a distraction from 

depression. He continued as his health would allow as a 

school principal and a minister in Greenfield, MA and  

Philadelphia, and eventually retired to Oxford, OH.   

Rev. Langstroth’s legacy lives on at South Church with  

several apiculturists including Dave Meldrum, Kerianne  

Harris, Wayne Shaw, Jan Brink, Glen Macon’s wife Noni, and 

retired pastor #16, Cal Mutti.  In 1951 the Massachusetts 

Federation of Beekeepers’ Association gave us this plaque in 

his memory 100 years after inventing the frame.  

Note: Dave Meldrum just harvested 160 lbs. of raw honey, 

for sale at the South Church Craft Fair, December 6th! 

And now you know…    

              Charlotte Lyons, Historical Committee 

MEMORIAL GIFTS COMMITTEE 
The Memorial Gifts Committee welcomes gifts in 

memory of loved ones who have passed away.  These 

gifts purchase items for the church that are not 

included in the church budget. 

All names of those memorialized are recorded in a 

special remembrance book. If you have any questions 

please contact Sally Hudgins at 207-363-7092 or 

rhudgie@earthlink.net. 

 

Save the Date! 

DAY OF SERVICE 

 Saturday, November 8th 

This year will mark the 15th anniversary of our annual 

Day of Service at South Church.  What a fantastic way 

to  celebrate the best of who we are by joining family, 

friends and neighbors as we reach out to our church and 

greater community.  Mark your calendars now! 

mailto:rhudgie@earthlink.net?subject=Memorial%20Gifts


       SAVE THE DATE!!! 

    CELEBRATION OF 

NEW BEGINNINGS 

Saturday, October 4,  3pm 

A music celebration of the new ministries at South Church 

and Christ Church. A collaboration event including  

all South Church choirs, Christ Church Choirs,  

and the Young Opera Company of New England.   

Donations will go to Neighbors in Needs. 
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Andover – A BETTER CHANCE 

Host Family Opportunity 

Since 1967, A Better Chance of Andover has been giving 

young, talented young women of color the opportunity to 

achieve their dreams through education. We bring  

motivated students of color to live in Andover, where they 

attend Andover High School to better prepare for college. 

An integral part of our program is to assign a Host Family 

to each student to provide an opportunity to experience 

life in our community from a family perspective. Host  

families have the opportunity to build a relationship with 

an adolescent from possibly a different culture and social 

background.  Commitment includes a student spending 

weekly Wednesday dinners and one weekend a month at 

your home.  To learn more about the Andover ABC  

program, go to: http://www.andoverabc.org. To learn 

more about Host Family opportunities, contact Nancy 

Kendrick at kendrickn@verizon.net. 

SUNDAY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Looking for a way to volunteer your time? Can't make any 

long term commitment? Greeting people at the front door 

before worship service on Sunday is the perfect option.  It 

requires about 15-20 minutes and you will interact with 

friends and new members alike. Sign up here.  

 

NEW CALENDAR  

For All Music Activities 
Fellow musicians and friends!  We will 

soon have a music calendar that is  

specific to music related happenings, 

located on the Music page of our church website.  The  

calendar will be our home base of activity.  It  will include  

all the  details (location, start time, changes, and updates) 

for choir rehearsals and special events of the music  

program.  Check it often!  This is a great way to stay  

connected as a music community! YOUTH BOARD  FUNDRAISER  
DECEMBER CRAFT FAIR  

The Youth Board is sponsoring a new fundraiser called the 

Hand-to-Hand Craft Fair, here at South Church on  

Saturday, December 6  from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm. 

Calling all South Church crafters, artisans and friends to 

participate in a craft fair to raise money for the annual 

John’s Island, SC mission trip. For a fee of $25 (before 

September 15) or $35 thereafter we will provide a space 

for you.  If needed, we will provide a table and 2 chairs.  

You may purchase additional space, if needed.  We request 

that you donate one of your creative pieces for the raffle 

table. 

Any individual or board is welcome to donate an item or 

gift basket to the raffle table.  And of course, please plan 

to attend this new Youth Board sponsored event.  Invite 

your friends. Tables will be provided to any creative youth 

who want to participate and bake sale items and refresh-

ments will be provided. 

An application will be posted to the South Church web site 

and a mailing will be sent to known artisans and crafters.  

There are limits to this knowledge, so please make your-

self known and share this information with a friend. 

If you have any questions, ideas or energy and a willing-

ness to help, please contact me, emilyohara@hotmail.com  

(using craft fair as tag line)  or by phone, 978-500-1007.  

                                                                 Emily O’Hara 

THE GRADUATES  

ARE BACK 

The Graduates (50 and older) are coming together on 

October 25 at 11:30 am for a catered lunch, trivia and a 

“town meeting” with our Sr. Pastor, Rev. Dana Allen 

Walsh. The purpose of the meeting is for the Graduates 

and Dana to get to know one another better.  Reservations 

are required.  Please make your reservations with Julie 

Pike by October 20.  Also let Julie (978-475-5406,  

jpikejjep@yahoo.com) know if you need transportation.  

I look forward to seeing you October 25th! 

      Julie Pike 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Women’s Connection Fall Event 

All women are invited to Terry Ebner’s house on  

Saturday September 27 at 5:30 p.m . for a  

Wine and Dessert Party!  More details to come… 

http://www.andoverabc.org
mailto:kendrickn@verizon.net?subject=ABC%20host
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AowY13G8nH2HdGgtZkpwc2ZNemg2NFloRHNzcXNaS1E&authkey=CLvKq4oK&hl=en&authkey=CLvKq4oK#gid=0
mailto:emilyohara@hotmail.com?subject=Craft%20Fair
mailto:jpikejjep@yahoo.com?subject=Graduates%20Luncheon


South Church In Andover  
is an Open and Affirming Congregation 

of the United Church of Christ  

 

ALL MEMBERS ARE MINISTERS 

Dana Allen Walsh, Sr. Pastor  

Terry Ebner,  Minister of Spiritual Formation 

Sherry Tupper, Minister of Visitation 

Laura Weiss, Minister of Music  

Linda Francalancia Hacker, Office Administrator 

Diane Morris,  Admin. Assistant & Webmaster 

Dave Stanwood, Sexton 

Joanne Smith, Finance Administrator 

David Welbourn, Moderator 

Anne Hemmer, Treasurer  

 

Phone: 978-475-0321 
www.southchurch.com 

scand@southchurch.com 
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