
Dear Resurrection Friends, 
 

Yes, we are resurrection friends. We are charged by Jesus to carry the promise of everlasting love into 

the world. There is no greater responsibility for Christians than to hold fast to our faith in the Easter 

story. “He is risen indeed!” 

Two thousand years later..... I am concerned about our world: 
 

-the Malaysia jet disappearance 

-the high school ferry disaster in Korea 

-the gang death last week in Boston 

-the “race-blind” Michigan judicial decision that race-based Affirmative Action doesn’t apply to  

  college students 

-overcrowded prisons disproportionately filled with people of color and poor people 

-suicide amongst LGBTQ young people who are afraid to come-out  

-the murders of doctors in Afghanistan 

-the abduction of 200 Nigerian girls from their classroom who are being sold into slavery 
 

We could go on...but our Eastertide-job requires more than a focus on the cross and the people who 

carry it every day of their lives. Our Eastertide-job, while honoring the pain and despair of suffering in 

our world, is to hold out the promise of resurrection. Our faith proves that the cross does not have the 

final word!  Resurrection means that: there is joy on the other side of sorrow; there is hope on the other 

side of fear; there is new life on the other side of death. 
 

We have an amazing leader and spiritual teacher in Jesus. He died on the cross confident that God would 

rescue him from the tomb. Through him, we see God’s promise of life everlasting. Our Eastertide-job is 

to trust this truth and spread the good news. Our Eastertide-job is to make sure the cross doesn’t have 

the final word. 
 

So, Eastertide is that time of year when we intentionally spread the Good News. JUST DO IT, DO IT 

every day, every hour, every minute. Stick your head out the window and say it with gusto: 

Jesus Christ is risen indeed.   Alleluia!   Do it till you believe it yourself! 

With Resurrection Joy,  

Rev. Laura Biddle 
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SOUTH CHURCH MISSION SHARING 

Join us on Wednesday May 28  from 6:30—8pm for 

an informal sharing of mission slides and stories.   
Included: Ellen Arvidson’s recent mission trip to 
Honduras, highlights from John’ Island, Haiti, South 
Africa and more. 

This is an open invitation to share your own South 
Church Mission story. Please contact Ellen Arvidson ,  
Ellenarvidson@aol.com  if you have pictures or 

experiences to share.  Dessert, coffee and tea will be 
provided by the Board of World Service.  

mailto:Ellenarvidson@aol.com?subject=mission%20experiences


 A WORD FROM TERRY…  

  Sunday School 

 CLASSROOM SPOTLIGHT 

1st 2nd GRADE  

We started out the year very excited about the Heifer 
Project, which is this year’s Sunday School outreach re-
cipient. During the Fall the kids did many service projects 

to earn money for this great organization. This included 
baking and selling doggie treats and helping rake the 
leaves at South Church by participating in a very success-
ful rake-a-thon.  Both events raised a substantial amount 
of funds and were opportunities for families to come and 
participate, which they did. In addition, our first and sec-
ond graders had fun planning and putting together our 

own Turkey Dinner Box.  

This Spring we have been exploring the Gospel of John 
and reading from the classroom Children's Bibles.  We 

have also been learning the Lord’s Prayer.  

 We are excited about this upcoming month in which we 
hope to learn more about God’s creation and how to take 
better care of it.  We will be reading “Sing a Whale Song” 

by Tom Chapin and singing some of his songs such as 
“Good Garbage.”  We’re also planning a nature walk out-
side to pick up trash.   

  

Join us for some fun faith exploration! 

  Mike Choquette, Sue Conners, Jay Hudak and John Riley  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL IN MAY 

Sharing and Caring for God’s Creation 

The entire Sunday School is beginning a special creation 
care adventure this month, exploring what it means to be 
“made in God’s image” with the daunting choices and 
responsibility of  “dominion” over all God has created.  To 
what extent is all creation interconnected?  Who is our 
neighbor and how can we each take concrete steps  

toward leaving a softer imprint on our environment so 
that future generations can enjoy this beautiful planet?  
How can science and faith inform and energize the care 
of creation?  Changing our habits becomes an act of faith, 
an act of honoring God. 

We hope to get outside this month so please have your 
children dress wisely.  Iric Rex, from the Green Team and 

I are planning an outdoor Sunday School worship service 
for May 11th: Honoring God and our Mother Earth.  On 
that same Mother’s Day Sunday, Pre-K through High 
School will begin in “adult” worship and then head out-
side for their own special service when dismissed.     

And finally, the CE Board is leading their annual Memorial 

Day Sunday Sundae School event on May 25!   

 

FAITH FORUMS 
Join us  for a discussion, led by Tony Boden this week, 
centered around Marcus Borg's, "Meeting Jesus Again for 
the First Time."  Books will be available in the library 
where we'll meet each Sunday morning, 9:15-10:15am, 
through the second week in June. 

On May 18th, Doug Bate will be leading a class centered 
around his new research and paper, "Imagination: God's 

Gift to Humanity.” 
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“TALKABOUT” THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

TOPIC OF THE WEEK AT HOME 

See the Sunday School Gather ‘Round  

calendar for May here.  

CALL FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

FOR NEXT YEAR! 

It’s time to put together a fantastic team of teachers for 
next year’s Sunday School program year.  A big heartfelt 
“THANKS!” to this year’s teachers and to all who have 

signed up to teach next year!   

Please pray for our church school and consider how you 
might contribute your unique gifts toward the spiritual 
formation of our children and youth.  Remember those 
who have inspired your own faith journey and PASS IT 
ON!  The Board of Christian Education and I will pray for 
God’s Holy Spirit to speak to your heart as we continue 

our call for teachers this month. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

July 28-Aug. 1 

"Holy Land Adventure: Wilderness Escape" 

South Church and Free Christian are hosting an Ecu-

menical VBS: A weeklong summer Bible camp for chil-

dren ages 4-6th grade, in partnership with other local 

area churches involving over 150 teen and adult volun-

teers.  Through games, crafts, music, snacks, and Bible 

story, participants will "caravan with Moses and the Is-

raelites as they escape Egypt and learn to trust God." 

Register and volunteer at andovervbs.com or contact 

Terry Ebner, tebner@southchurch.com.  It's sure to fill 

up quickly! 

LOVING LITERACY A HUGE SUCCESS! 

On behalf of Kid-Start, Family Service, Inc., Happy Hands 

at Hancock Court and the YWCA Lawrence, all in Law-

rence, plus New Horizons After-School Program in Ando-

ver, THANK YOU for your generous donations.  We deliv-

ered approximately 500 books this year among the five 

agencies!  Thanks also to Linda Hacker, Diane Morris and 

Alex Schuck for their help. Gratefully,  

              Board of Women's Ministry 

http://southchurch.com/Images/Spring2014TalkaboutCalendar.pdf
mailto:tebner@southchurch.com?subject=Vacation%20bible%20school
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Our sympathy to Michael and Audrey Woods on the 

death of his father Frank David Michael Woods  on 
April 18 in Canada. 

Our sympathy to Robert Cratty, Betty Murray,  Barry & 

Norma Cratty and family on the death of son/brother 
William Robert Cratty on April 9 in Florida. A 
Celebration of Life Service will be held here on May 3 at 
11:00am. A reception will follow in Fellowship Hall. 

Our sympathy to Laurel and Mike Ziehl and family on the 
death of Mike’s mother, Arlene Cioni on April 8 in FL. 

Our sympathy to the family of Willard Levings who 

died  on April 6 in North Andover.  A memorial service 
will be held  here on May 1 at 10:00am in the Chapel. 

Our sympathy to Andi and Tom Larson and family on the 

death of Andi’s mother and  South Church member,  
Alice (Ally) Mohr, on April 2. A Celebration of Life 
Service will be held here on June 21 at 11am. A 

reception will follow in Fellowship Hall. 

Our sympathy to Jennifer Rogers, Joan Johnson and 
many friends on the death of Cathy Sheehan. 

Our sympathy to Serena Santoro on the death of her 
mother Eleanor  Nelson (94) on  March 28. 

Our sympathy to Evelyn Dewhirst Lund and Tay Coleman 
on the death of nephew/cousin, William Robert Milne 

in New York. 

Our sympathy to Kay and Randy Tustison and family on 
the death of Kay’s brother Robert L. Nelson on 
December 11, 2013 in Minnesota.  

IN CELEBRATION 

We celebrate the marriage of Craig Maynard Johnson 
(Becky Cutts’ brother) and Thomas James Bruker held 
here in the Chapel on April 4. 
 

IN APPRECIATION 

Thank you so very much for the beautiful altar flowers 

brought by Andrea. Knowing  I have friends at church 

who really care has made me feel so much better.  Being 

ill, I was unable to meet our new minister.  I have heard 

only great things of her and of what we can expect from 

her ministry.  I am looking forward to meeting her and 

the good times to come. My thanks,        Margaret Foster 

Thank you for the beautiful daffodil plant.  It is in full 

bloom and a touch of spring. Thank you.         Pat Stokes 

What a joyful surprise when I saw the beautiful brilliant 

yellow daffodils growing in the pot outside my door. I am 

sorry I wasn’t there to thank you, but I felt God’s 

presence and love. Easter Blessings! Love,   Bev Boynton  

I think Spring finally arrived along with a beautiful 

bouquet of jonquils from our friends at South Church and 

a nice visit with Carol  Floreen who delivered the flowers. 

Thanks to all,                             Ted Nowell 

Thank you for the lovely daffodil plant which helped 

brighten the room.               Nancy Hurlin 

 

Have you considered  

South Church in your will? 

 

INTERFAITH HEALING SERVICE  

Join us for a  

wonderful worship through music 

opportunity  

on Sunday May 4  

at 4:00pm  

in the Sanctuary   
 

Led by Pastor Laura Biddle, Minister of 

Music, Laura Weiss, Cantor Jodi Blankstein 

and guitarist Adam Dehner, this service  

will provide beautiful, stirring music  

prayers and readings.  This opportunity  

of hope and healing will be an interfaith 

journey never experienced quite in  

this way at South Church.  
 

See the church website for audio clips of the music.  

INVITATION 

The Memorial Gifts Committee invites the congre-

gation to view the Memorial Gifts Book that is 

kept in the Narthex on the left side as you leave 

the Sanctuary.  This beautifully appointed book 

lists gifts that have been given in memory of 

loved ones and what items have been purchased 

during the ensuing years. A committee member 

will be available to answer your questions. 

We are so thankful for the Easter tulips delivered by Liz 

Roos.  Thank you all for your continued thoughtfulness 

and love.           Yung Koh and family 

Thank you for the lovely Easter flowers delivered by Lynn 

and Dave Welbourn. Jim is feeling much better. Thanks, 

again.       Carol and Jim Vanderpol 

My sincere thanks for the beautiful Easter daffodils 

delivered by Steve Longo. Thank you,       Norma Morava 

Dick and I wish to send you all our warmest thanks for 

your prayers, cards, calls, and flowers. Dick seems to be 

making progress gaining strength and hope. Peace and 

love, blessing on all of you,   Barbara and Dick Moody 

http://www.southchurch.com/music.htm


PREPARING THE PARSONAGE  
Six weeks ago South Church came together to meet Rev. 

Dana Allen Walsh and her family.  After several informal 

gatherings Saturday and a heartwarming sermon on Sun-

day, South Church enthusiastically and unanimously called 

Dana to be its 18th Senior Pastor, the first woman to hold 

this role. In just over two months, on July 15, Dana will 

begin her ministry with us. 

Much work remains to be done in the ten weeks between 

now and then.  Over the past two months, a coordinated 

team effort of present and past trustees, members of the 

Search Committee, Deacons and church members have 

devoted countless hours assessing the condition of the 

parsonage and repairs necessary to prepare it for our new 

pastor.   While many important improvements were made 

when John and Donna Zehring moved in five years ago, 

including renovation of the kitchen, downstairs bathroom, 

and cosmetic touches, as in any 60-year-old home, repairs 

and updates must be done periodically.  

One new and expensive development is that we have an 

obligation, morally and legally, to remove or properly cover 

the parsonage’s lead paint, particularly on windows and 

many exterior surfaces. This is critical as Dana and Sean 

have a one year old son, Leighton.  Betsy Davis (Assistant 

Director of Facilities for Phillips Academy with extensive 

experience in dealing with lead in old homes) has been 

very helpful in guiding us through the de-leading require-

ments.  Since most of the exposed lead is on the old and 

drafty windows, the most efficient and cost-effective option 

is to install new, energy-efficient windows.  This will not 

only solve the lead issue permanently, but will reduce the 

parsonage’s high energy costs of almost $6,000 annually. 

The front entry door presents a major safety issue in that 

the front step bricks are breaking away and the top landing 

is small and offers no protection from snow and ice accu-

mulation coming off the roof. Each of the two second floor 

bathrooms is awkward and dated; the space is tight in 

both, and obvious solutions exist to make each more func-

tional. A comprehensive, no-cost energy assessment iden-

tified several other measures that will improve the energy 

efficiency of the home. These repairs are also consistent 

with our Green Team commitment to energy efficiency and 

reducing global warming.  

The preliminary estimate to properly address these very 

important issues and other minor upgrades, is approxi-

mately $155,000. Church Council met Monday night and 

unanimously endorsed a short, targeted and focused capi-

tal campaign to raise $155,000.  The Trustees of the Trust 

Funds have agreed to donate $50,000 to update the par-

sonage, if the congregation raises at least $105,000.  We 

already have pledges exceeding $8,000 without any out-

reach! A parsonage giving team is being formed, led by 

Dave Floreen, who co-chaired our two previous multi-

million dollar campaigns.  Within the next 10 days all 

church members and friends will receive a letter - outlining 

the scope of the campaign in more detail and asking for 

support by June 30.   

Dana and Sean hope to move in by July 15 and embrace 

our community just as we embraced them the weekend of 

March  23.    No one can  live in the parsonage  while  the  

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS & VOLUNTEERS 
Senior Pastor Support Committee (SPSC) 

At Monday night’s Church Council meeting, Council mem-
bers approved a plan to establish a Senior Pastor Support 

Committee (SPSC), to steward healthy relationships among 
the Sr. Pastor, the staff and the congregation, for the long 
term.  The purpose of the small group and responsibilities 
are outlined below.  This is a call for volunteers and nomi-
nations.  The SPSC will be formed in the next few weeks. 
Please send name suggestions to Moderator Dave Wel-

bourn,  Davidwelbourn@gmail.com or to the church office, 
scand@southchurch.com, right away. 
 

SENIOR PASTOR SUPPORT COMMITTEE 

 “Help carry one another’s burdens, and in this way you 
will fulfill the law of Christ. So then, whenever we have 
an opportunity, let us work for the good of all…”   
                Galatians 6: 2, 10  

Purpose: 

The purpose of this committee is to serve the congrega-

tion, the staff and the Senior Pastor, steward their  
relationships, assure their understanding of each other, 
and find the best intersections between their respective 
skills and needs.  

Responsibilities include: 

•Provide Dana with a warm and continuing WELCOME to 
the whole community including the staff, the congrega-
tion and the community beyond. 

•Be VISIBLE to all the congregation in support of Dana 
and assure she understands congregational issues and 
views in a range of topics from faith and worship to  
education and service. 

•Encourage Dana to BALANCE the many calls on her 
time, make choices to avoid taking on everything that is 
offered, and succeed in the organization and governance 
of the Church. Actively work to help the congregation 
 respect this balance. 

•Help Dana PLAN to make a great start with goals for the 
first year, and make course corrections when appropriate.  

Serve as a resource to Dana, with support from the  
Human Resources Committee, in planning all hiring and 
in making all personnel management decisions. 

•In the context of the Committee’s ongoing close working 
relationship with Dana, with formal reviews from the 
Deacons, and with insights gained from the broader 
Church community, provide Dana with objective and  

constructive PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT and  
periodic reviews. 

MEMBERSHIP of this committee will consist of five faithful, 
firm and widely respected members of the congregation 
who are able guides for the Senior Pastor, including cur-

rent/past committee members representing Deacons, 
Search Committee, Trustees, Board of World Service, and 
Christian Education. 
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de-leading is performed so we need to start soon.  Please 

email Dave Floreen at dfloreen@verizon.net or Jennifer 

Bouchard at jkbouchard@gmail.com with any comments or 

questions.    

Let’s join the Council and generously support Preparing the 

Parsonage.   

Dave Welbourn, Moderator 

mailto:Davidwelbourn@gmail.com?subject=SPSC
mailto:scand@southchurch.com?subject=SPSC
mailto:dfloreen@verizon.net
mailto:jkbouchard@gmail.com


PFLAG  

The Merrimack Valley chapter of PFLAG (a support group 

for parents, family, and friends of gay, lesbian, bisexual 

and transgender persons) meets here at South Church 

on the fourth Tuesday, of each month, from 7-9pm.  Our 

informal and relaxed meetings are a great place for 

information and support.  All are welcome and 

conversations are completely confidential.  For more 

information contact: merrimackvalleypflag@gmail.com or 

call: 781-891-5966. 
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AUDIO ASSISTANT WANTED 

If you have wanted to experience the thrill of back stage 

at live theater, dreamed of an exciting sound experi-

ence,  willing to learn how you too can have all this and 

a unique social opportunity, then look no further! Sign 

up for one of our available slots.  Space is limited so 

don't  delay! Any questions please contact Tom Apple-

ton, 978 475 2206, thapple@comcast.net. Workshops 

will be held on  Sundays May 4, 11, and 18.   

DID YOU KNOW… 

That 150 years ago (1864) this May 19th, Andover fought in its bloodiest battle of the Civil War?  Andover troops were 

with the Massachusetts’s Heavy Artillery Co. H at the Battle of Spottsylvania, VA.  The ‘Heavies’ were with the 

lead attacking brigade of 700 troops in which half were felled in the first of three assaults against the Rebels.  Though 

the Union Army won the battle, 16 Andover men of Co. H died.  Seven men were killed in action and reportedly were 

gently buried together on the field, and seven more died of their wounds.  Brothers Henry and William Hall were tak-

en prisoner and died in a Rebel camp.  30 more were wounded, with a few surviving the blow of a ball passing through 

their bodies. 

Of the 96 Civil War veterans in our cemetery, 23 were at Spottsylvania.  Samuel Aiken and James Rothwell were 

among the seven killed in action that day.  George Hayward, Lewis G. Holt, and Samuel Farnum were wounded and 

discharged home to Andover where they died of their wounds months later.  George Everson and Enoch Hatch were 

killed in action in Petersburg, VA in June, interestingly, the date on George’s headstone reads 1865.  William Russell 

died of his wounds in July in a Washington hospital.  Company H also had the first two Andover deaths from disease at 

Fort Albany, VA, both 16 year old boys, James Russell and George Smart who died in 1862.    

In 2005 we placed veterans plaques in memory of eight Civil War soldiers who were honored here but never had a prop-

er grave marker.  Edward Newman, Henry Kimball, Thomas Bagley, and Andrew Nichols died as prisoners of war 

whose bodies were never recovered.  We placed the plaques together near the northwest side of the parking lot for all to 

observe, not just on Memorial Day.  And now you know… 

       Charlotte Lyons, Historical Committee 
 

As the Town of Andover recognizes this anniversary, I am leading a tour on Sunday, May 25 after church at Noon-

1:45pm titled: Andover and the Civil War through the South Church Burial Ground.  Bring a granola bar, water, 

and good shoes.  

mailto:merrimackvalleypflag@gmail.com?subject=South%20Church%20in%20Andover%20PFLAG
mailto:thapple@comcast.net?subject=audio%20assistant
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         SERVE THOSE IN GREATEST NEED  

         Cor Unum Meal Center Breakfast Service  

         Saturday June 7 from 5:45 am to 8:30 am  

The Board of World Service is looking for 8-10 volunteers, ages 12+ to join 

BWS members for a brief EARLY morning service trip to help feed hungry  

families in Lawrence. Cor Unum Meal Center serves hundreds of children and 

adults 7 days a week, 365 days a year. The beautifully designed facilities,  

restaurant-style setting, and volunteer wait staff are a dignified and loving 

way to feed those who have the least.   

Contact: Stephanie Aude  at stephanieaude@gmail.com or 978-821-2033. 

WALK FOR HUNGER 
The annual Walk for Hunger is taking place this year on 

Sunday, May 4, and as usual South Church will be partici-

pating.  The Walk is the oldest continual pledge walk in the 

country.  It typically attracts more that 40,000 partici-

pants, and combines the best elements of a street party 

and a workout.  For South Church members, it's like an 

outdoor Fellowship Hour on the hoof. 

We will be meeting in front of the church at 9:00 AM on 

May 4th and will carpool to Newton Centre, where we will 

join the Walk.  After 12.5 miles of flat walking, partly along 

the scenic banks of the Charles River, and a free lunch, we 

will arrive at the Boston Common.  We'll then take the T 

back to Newton Centre and our cars. 

Gratuitous advice on avoiding blisters is available, free of 

charge. 

A walking team named "South Church in Andover" has 

been registered online.  You can join the team on the web 

here. You can then solicit donations from sponsors online, 

or in person if you prefer. 

Please contact Ron Dann at 978-470-2797 or 

ronaldedann@gmail.com to participate.   

Hope to Walk with you! 

 

CALLING ALL CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, 

MOSQUES & TEMPLES  near ANDOVER 

The South Church Green Team, with support from the 

Seeds of Faith fund, is sponsoring a SHOW at the church 

on Saturday May 17.  The audience will be representa-

tives from faith groups in and near Andover.  We are ask-

ing South Church folks to encourage their friends in other 

faith groups to attend.  

The workshop is called SHOW - Sustainable House of 

Worship.  It focuses on saving energy, reducing carbon 

footprint and reducing energy costs at your house of wor-

ship. It is led by energy experts from Massachusetts In-

terfaith Power and Light.  MIP&L has been leading SHOWs 

for a decade, with very good results.  Come learn how to 

Be Green and Save Green. 

 

When:  Saturday, May 17 from 8:30 AM to 12:30 

PM  (Sign in is from 8:30-9.  Coffee and bagels will be 

provided.) 

Where: Here at South Church in Andover,  

Information and registration: link  

Registration fee: $10 per attendee. 

         CONCERT 

South Church's  young violin virtuoso, 

Sean Diehl, won the 2013 Concerto 

Competition at New England Conservatory (for his age group) 

last fall.  As a result, he will be performing Eduoard Lalo's 

"Symphonie Espagnole" at Jordan Hall, New England  

Conservatory at 7:30pm on Sunday, May 11 with the NEC 

Youth Repertory Orchestra.  

The concert is free and open to the public.  Jordan Hall has 

great acoustics.  This is your chance to enjoy Sean's virtuos-

ity in a perfect setting, and support one of our church's  

shining young musical talents. 

For more information, you may contact Julie Diehl at  

juldiehlvln@gmail.com. 

mailto:stephanieaude@gmail.com?subject=Cor%20Unum
http://support.projectbread.org
mailto:ronaldedann@gmail.com?subject=Walk%20for%20Hunger
http://bit.ly/AndoverSHOWMay17
mailto:juldiehlvln@gmail.com?subject=concert


South Church In Andover  
is an Open and Affirming Congregation 

of the United Church of Christ  

 

ALL MEMBERS ARE MINISTERS 

Reverend Laura Biddle, Pastor 

Sherry Tupper, Minister of Visitation 

Terry Ebner,  Minister of Spiritual Formation 

Laura Weiss, Minister of Music  

Linda Francalancia Hacker, Office Administrator 

Diane Morris,  Admin. Assistant & Webmaster 

Andrew Harris, Youth Program Coordinator 

Dave Stanwood, Sexton 

Joanne Smith, Finance Administrator 

David Welbourn, Moderator 

Anne Hemmer, Treasurer  

 

Phone: 978-475-0321 
www.southchurch.com 

scand@southchurch.com 
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