
 

Ash Wednesday as Spiritual Practice 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. This is the day we re-member ourselves in relationship with God incarnate.  

Jesus, our human re-minder that God is one of us, encounters real situations, feels real emotions, and 

experiences real trauma during Lent.  On Ash Wednesday our journey with him gets REAL.  His relationship to 

the earth and his impermanent walk on this planet reminds us of our own. 

   “From ashes we come, to ashes we return.” 

On Monday March 10, we will gather for an Anointing Ritual at 7:00 pm in the Chapel. This will be a similar 

ritual to the anointing with ashes, but we won’t have a cross-of-ashes on our foreheads. Rather, our crosses 

will be of oil and water from the Jordan River region. Perhaps the invisible cross will be a reminder that Lent is 

a very personal journey with God. 

Some questions to consider: What spiritual practice will you choose for Lent this year? How will you walk with 

Jesus, admitting your human frailty and honoring your human insecurities? Will you faithfully read from the 

Lenten Reflections that have been prepared by the Deacons? 

In closing, I share with you this Earth Prayer: 

Earth teach me stillness 

 As the grasses are stilled with light 

Earth teach me suffering  

 As old stones suffer with memory 

Earth teach me humility 

 As bulbs are humble with beginnings 

Earth teach me caring 

 As the mother who secures her young 

Earth teach me courage  

 As the tree who stands alone 

Earth teach me to remember kindness 

 As dry fields weep with rain. 

    From an Ute Prayer 

 

         Rev. Laura-B 
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Lenten Devotional 
The 2014 South Church Lenten Devotional booklet is 
complete.  The Board of Deacons will be distributing 
booklets after worship on Sunday, March 2 during coffee 
hour.  They will also be available at the church office dur-
ing the week.  In addition, you can receive each day’s 
devotion through email.  If you received it last year  you 
are already enrolled.  If you wish to be added, give your 

email address to a deacon, the church office, or email it 
to: lentenbooklet@southchurch.com. 

mailto:lentenbooklet@southchurch.com?subject=lent%20devotions
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SUNDAY MORNING 

NURSERY CARE 

Our wonderfully reliable, be-

loved nursery caregiver, Ann 

Ramsey, reluctantly resigned 

last Sunday due to an important 

family issue.  She absolutely loved being here each week 

with the children and adult volunteers but has no doubt 

that this is the decision she must make.  We will miss her!  

In the meantime, while we're searching for someone just 

as capable, we'll need even more volunteers to cover the 

nursery each week.  Here's how you can help: 

1. Volunteer.  Go to the church website and scroll down to 

Church Boards and Committees. Click on the  nursery 

rockers link and enter your name by any one of the dates. 

We need at least two adults each Sunday. 

2. Contact me tebner@southchurch.com or Ted Harris  

tharris101@gmail.com to be a nursery volunteer coordina-

tor.  We can let you know what that involves. 

3.  Let me know if you are aware of a caring, qualified per-

son who might like the nursery position.    

 

This year, South Church Players celebrates 20 years of music, community-building, and 

fun with our third production of the musical, Children of Eden.  
 

Based on the story of Genesis, Children of Eden is a frank, heartfelt and often humorous 

examination of the age-old relationships between parents and children—the love, the con-

flicts, the pain and forgiveness. Adam (Andrew Harris), Eve (Ally Mazzarella), Noah and his 

wife (Curt and Brenda Cronin) and the Father who created them (Ted Harris) deal with the 

headstrong, sometimes cataclysmic actions of their respective children (Dan Jacavanco, 

Bruce Waters, John Macy, Scarlett Holbrook, Max Currie and many others). The show ulti-

mately delivers a bittersweet but inspiring message: that "the hardest part of love... is 

letting go." Composer Stephen Schwartz (who also wrote Wicked, Godspell, and Pippin) 

has cited it as a personal favorite for its musical score and for touching on themes that are 

relevant to anyone who has ever been in a family. 
 

Have you ever been in a South Church musical? Bring your family to the show to remember the fun you had together! 

It’s worth a weekend trip home for those grown children you’ve let go of. Have you ever thought about being in the mu-

sical? Come see what it’s all about. Bring your friends and their families, too!  
 

SHOWTIMES 

Friday March 7th at 7:30 pm 

Saturday, March 8th at 5:30 pm 

Sunday March 9th at 2:00 pm 
 

Advance Tickets from cast or church office: $10 / $40 family maximum 

At the door: $12 / $48 family maximum 

Proceeds from ticket sales to benefit Neighbors in Need food pantry. 

 

Cupid’s Cabaret Raises More Than $4,000  

To Support Mission Trip 2014 

Cupid’s Cabaret 2014 on Saturday, February 1 was a 

wonderful success. Between the show itself and the res-

taurant gift card baskets raffle, more than $4,000 was 

raised to support the Youth Group Mission Trip to John’s 

Island, South Carolina in April. 

In a night filled from start to finish with highlights, 

perhaps the best one was the surprise appearance of 

Tim Sorota who has been recovering from a serious knee 

injury. Just a week past having knee reconstruction 

surgery, Tim hid away in Andrew Harris’ office an hour 

before the show and then made an epic entrance to get 

the night started as an emcee. 

South Church youth from middle to school to high school 

entertained the crowd with more than 15 musical and 

comedy acts. And other youth helped as servers and 

sellers of Cupid Bucks. 

The Youth Board is deeply grateful to all who 

participated in the show, everyone who vol-

unteered, all who attended and all the local 

restaurants and businesses who made gener-

ous donations to make the night and the  

raffle a great success. 

mailto:tebner@southchurch.com?subject=nursery%20care
mailto:tharris101@gmail.com?subject=nursery%20care


Board of World Service Update and Thanks!  
 

Are you familiar with the work of the South Church Board of World Service (BWS)?  As expressed in our 

Church by-laws, “The Board of World Service shall promote the missionary interests of the church; shall 

study ways and means by which the church may promote community interest, and shall seek to advance 

the world-wide Kingdom of God. In particular, the Board shall seek to promote the ideals of Christian 

stewardship and systematic giving for these purposes…. The Board of World Service shall also promote 

the consideration of social issues in the areas of international, governmental, civic, economic, racial,  

intercultural, family and school affairs.” Currently, our BWS faithfully contributes funds on a quarterly basis to nine core 

missions, many of which are also  supported regularly by members of both our Board and our congregation, who volun-

teer their time, serve on organizational boards and personally donate to the programs.   
 

The nine core missions are: 
 

  ABC House, Andover, MA    Habitat for Humanity of Merrimack Valley  

  Andover Newton Theological Seminary  Lazarus House, Lawrence  

  Bread and Roses Meal Center, Lawrence  Neighbors in Need, Lawrence  

  Communities Together Afterschool Program, Only a Child, Guatemala 

  (Hancock Courts, Lawrence)   US Foundation for the Children of Haiti 
     

As part of our commitment to international service, in 2013 the BWS also financially supported Honduras 

Hope (see related article on page 6) and church member Heather Arvidson’s project to build a preschool in 

Swaziland in the past year.  In December we began a project to raise money to build a well in Niger 

through Wells Bring Hope, an organization affiliated with World Vision.  
 

Because of a shortfall in giving last year, the Board of World Service's reserve fund was depleted from a balance of 

$24,426 down to $276. At our congregation’s Annual Meeting in January, Emily Strong presented some facts about our 

history of mission giving. A decade ago, our church contributed over $100,000 to local and international missions,  

comprising 20-30% of the annual budget. In the intervening years the number of organizations we’ve supported has  

decreased, along with a decrease in the amount of funds for each.  Last year we gave 9% of our budget in support of  

our missions.  
 

With the budget shortfall this year, we were anticipating a need to further cut funding for our remaining missions.  How-

ever, a number of church members have since made direct contributions to the mission fund totaling $6,090 

with an additional contribution of $3000 from the Pastor’s Samaritan Fund.  
 

We are very grateful for this generous outpouring of support that will allow us to continue to fund our current 

missions at the same level as well as rebuild our reserve fund. The reserve fund is meant to provide a cush-

ion in case of budget shortfalls as well as to provide emergency funds to meet unforeseen needs. In 2014, 

the BWS will continue to serve God’s community, because of your generosity. We will strive in 2014 to serve 

our congregation and our community by providing more opportunities for you to learn about and get involved 

with our missions. 

In faith and with gratitude,  The Board of World Service 

 

SOUTH CHURCH FINANCIAL SUMMIT 

CLARITY FOR OUR FOURTH CENTURY 
Tuesdays March 11 & 25,  7:30pm in the Chapel 

Come be part of one of the dozen small groups each reexamining a 

part of South Church's financial life:  Budget Decisions, staff develop-

ment, mission funding, endowment growth, membership, and all the 

many things we do in Jesus' name. 

In two fast-paced meetings on March 11 & 25 we'll build an integrated 

new plan for efficient and effective use of the resources we devote to 

our church and missions. 

It's been many years since we updated our budgeting process and by-

laws and made everything clear and open to the congregation.  If you 

have interest in things financial, come spend two energetic 90-minute 

sessions getting South Church tuned up for our new senior pastor and 

a bright future.  

Questions? See a trustee or email Moderator Dave Welbourn at:  

davidwelbourn@gmail.com. 

 

 YOUTH BOARD  

 BAKE SALE  

 NEEDS YOUR 

 DONATIONS 

The Youth Board is 

seeking donations of 

baked goods to be sold 

at Intermission during performances of Chil-

dren of Eden. Any yummy treat packaged in 

single-serving sizes worth $1 can be dropped 

off at the church kitchen on Friday, March 7. 

We really appreciate your help! On Saturday 

only, intermission will also include sales of 

pizza, in recognition of the dinner hour. 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Our sympathy to Barbara Collins and the Brosnan and 
Ziegenbein families on the death of husband/grandfather 
Richard (Dick) Collins on February 20.  
 

Our sympathy to Kate Kallis on the death of her friend 

Don Edwards on February 11 in Hingham. 
 

Congratulations to member Kathy Egmont, head of 
school at Lowell Community Charter Public School, who 
received  the 2013  “Woman of the Year”  award from  
The Sun,  Lowell’s daily newspaper.  

 

IN APPRECIATION 

Thank you for your faithful partnership and generosity 
for the past 17 years. Your donations provide us with the 

ability to procure needed building supplies for completing 

our 100 Parker St. build project—10 homes. Thanks 
again for your loving kindness to hardworking families in 
need of a decent affordable home.  Martha Learned 
       Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity 

Thank you so much for the prayer shawl. What a 
wonderful way to wrap me in God’s love and your 
church’s love.  I have put it to work on the back of my 

chair. When one’s hair is gone—a shawl adds so much 
warmth.  Again thanks for your support and comfort. 
Yes, God is good!              Lois Strong 

DID YOU KNOW… 

100 years ago the railroad employed a ‘paster’ (as in paste or 

glue) at each train station who escorted caskets from one train  

to another to make sure this special cargo was indeed sent on 

the correct train for the journey ‘home’ to the family plot?  

When a casket was loaded, the paster pasted a form on the 

casket to confirm that the person was accounted for arriving 

safely on the journey, and for being sent on his way on the 

right train.  The cargo was held in reverence as workers took 

off their hats when a casket was being transferred, and often 

prayers were said for the person and for safe travels to their 

family.  The paster usually stayed with the casket the entire 

time, even over night to ensure the casket was not mishandled.   

The job was often performed by someone who was perhaps a 

deacon in their church, or even a minister himself.  The job title 

was spelled both as ‘paster’ and as ‘pastor’ because this per-

son did indeed shepherd the body for safe passage from point 

to point.  Imagine this guardian at work at every station check-

ing in on the dead, “Yup, everyone is accounted for,” what 

comfort for those at the end of the line. 

Did you know that Rev. Laura Biddle’s official job title with us 

is pastor?  She is not here in an interim capacity whose job is 

to get the congregation moving to call their next settled minis-

ter, South Church is well under way in that process.  She is not 

a supply minister who is a short term/vacation/sabbatical/

illness/guest preacher.    Laura’s job is more than holding down 

the fort until the calvary comes (Reader: Think on that poten-

tial pun).   Her job description is to guide the staff in the man-

agement of our church, and to minister to the individuals of this 

congregation in keeping Jesus in our presence in between the 

stations on our personal journeys.  She keeps us looking for-

ward and ‘on the right track’ in keeping Christ central to our 

business as a church, as a congregation, and as ministers in 

our greater community. 

Fortunately for us, Laura has a bit of a paster in her.  As pastor 

she can paste a destination check list on us so the next pastor 

will know where we have been, and where we are going.  Wel-

come Laura, our pastor, our minister, our guardian.  And now 

you know… 

                           Charlotte Lyons, Historical Committee 

P.S.  – a bit off topic, but did you know that in 1913 when par-

cel post delivery began, you could send your child to grandma’s 

on the railroad as mail if you stuck enough postage to them?  It 

was cheaper than a passenger ticket.  This ‘child mail’ practice 

ended in 1915, outlawing alive humans as shipping material.   

And now you know more… 

 

 

The 

South Church Steeple  
is lighted in March  

in loving memory  

of  

Richard S. Barry 

 by his wife Susan  

 

NAME BADGE 

 Wearing your name badge every 

Sunday is a gracious gift to others.  

Badges are located in the racks along the hall 

beside Fellowship Hall.  



 A WORD FROM TERRY…    Sunday School 

 CLASSROOM SPOTLIGHT 

The 5th/6th grade class has been energized and active 

during their journey through the Old and New Testa-

ments!  From the Book of Ezra, we learned how the Isra-

elites became refugees, dispersed over the centuries and 

then gradually returned home and rebuilt their Temple.  

We talked about how it would feel to leave one's home 

and then how it might seem to return home again.  We 

also explored various aspects of God's Spirit and various 

ways we become aware of it, and then played a game, 

each holding a piece of a yarn spider web.  We closed 

our eyes and "felt the spirit" when someone touched the 

web.  As we near Lent, we have read some of Jesus' 

teachings through the Gospel of John, including the story 

about Jesus turning water into wine, being born again of 

the Spirit and caring for those who are not like us or who 

are cast out.  We blew up balloons to feel what it is like 

for God to breathe the Spirit into each one of us and 

learned ways to successfully combine water and oil to 

show that regardless of differences, we are all one in the 

Spirit.  We are looking forward to continuing to explore 

our own spirits, our Christian faith and the faith and cul-

tural traditions of our Abrahamic brothers and sister, 

Christian, Jewish and Muslim.  Should be a wonderfully 

spiritual spring!  

  Teachers: Susan Henke, Jenn Hoenig, 

 Beth Kerrigan and Lou Shipley  

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 

Classes have been learning about Jesus all winter long 

through stories from the Gospel of John. Filled with deep 

symbolism, the concrete forms for understanding Jesus, 

such as bread, light of the world, rivers of living water, 

and good shepherd make them easier to comprehend.   

We don’t expect children to understand these texts in the 

same way now that they will as they grow older.  Howev-

er, we hope their familiarity with the images will become 

the basis for a growing understanding.  This March, as 

we enter into the Lenten season, they will begin to ex-

plore the Gospel of John’s passion narrative in age-

appropriate ways which reflect of our theology, and are 

open to wonder as we ponder the mystery of God’s love 

through Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit. 

FAITH FORUMS 
Conversations with Scripture: The Gospel of John 

Sundays, March 2 – April 13,  9:15am in the church library 

Commit to the faith practice of discovering the voice of our still speaking God through expansive reading and discussion 

of this wonderfully “spiritual” fourth gospel in tandem with Cynthia Kittredge’s commentary and study guide.  

No matter where you are in your faith journey, we invite you to join us “with wide minds capable of curiosity and close 

attention.”  But no kidding, all are welcome, even if your mind is less than awake and focused on Sunday mornings!  

Facilitator/discussion leaders include Terry Ebner and others. 

Study guide available in the library, $15.00.  New Testaments also available, free! 
 

March  2   Introduction to the Gospel of John.  (See if you can read it in one or two sittings.) 

March  9   John Among the Gospels: Orienting John in History and Canon 

March 16  Beginning at the Beginning: The Gospel Prologue 

March 23  Mighty Works: Signs in the Gospel and the Gospel as Sign 

March 30  Your Father the Devil: Jews and Jewish Tradition in John 

April     6  The Beloved Community: Leadership Among the Disciples Whom Jesus Loves 

April   13  Multiple Modes of Knowing: Easter in John 

HEIFER PROJECT 

Holy cow!  Our Heifer mascot, 

Milky Way, says it’s time to beef 

efforts toward meeting our classroom goals of 

providing the gift of animals for a people around 

the world in need.  Ask your child how close his or 

her class is to their goal, discuss the importance of 

giving generously and pray with them for all God’s 

children who hunger in hope for a better life.  Of-

ferings for Heifer Project are collected each week in 

Sunday School.   
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“TALKABOUT” THE SUNDAY SCHOOL  

TOPIC OF THE WEEK AT HOME 

See the Sunday School Gather ‘Round calendar 

for March here. 

http://southchurch.com/Images/Spring2014TalkaboutCalendar.pdf


 

Have you considered South Church in your will? 
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MISSION MOMENT 

Honduras Hope 

Thank you Terry and the members of 
South Church for the wonderful blessing 

before my departure for Honduras.  I spent 10 days work-
ing with a group called Honduras Hope whose mission is 
to serve two very poor and marginalized communities.  
One of the communities is a Tolupan Indian reservation 
called Plan Grande and the second is a squatter’s village 
called San Jose which is high in the mountains reachable 
by a 3 hour hike or riding a mule!  The mastermind of this 

group has had a presence in Honduras for over 30 years 
and has developed trust and true relationships with the 
local people. 

Honduras Hope is a small nonprofit where 95% of funds 
donated  goes directly to the missions it serves.  They 
travel to Honduras four times a year with the emphasis on 
lifting up these communities through education support, 

building and supporting a health clinic, providing nutrition 
support to the youngest members and meeting 
with the local tribe members to prioritize the 
needs of these communities.  Neither community 
has electricity and most rely on subsistence farm-
ing to provide for their families. They also provide 

support to a local vocational school with the aim 
of teaching real trade skills to future generations.  

I look forward to returning with this group, next 
time with improved Spanish skills! See their web-
site  HondurasHope.org and you can find out 

more about this mission. 

Ellen Arvidson, Board World Service 

PFLAG  

The Merrimack Valley chapter of PFLAG (a support group 

for parents, family, and friends of gay, lesbian, bisexual 

and transgender persons) meets here at South Church 

on the fourth Tuesday, of each month, from 7-9pm.  Our 

informal and relaxed meetings are a great place for 

information and support.  All are welcome and 

conversations are completely confidential.  For more 

information contact: merrimackvalleypflag@gmail.com or 

call: 781-891-5966. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

BUDGET PRESENTATION 

Did you miss the Annual Meeting?  Your pledges are 

the main component of the budget.  Access the 

website to see the presentation from the Trustees 

and where your giving will be distributed in 2014.  

      Trustees 

http://www.hondurashope.org/
mailto:merrimackvalleypflag@gmail.com?subject=PLFAG


 GRACE NOTES  

Join Us! Rehearsals will 

begin on Wednesday, March 

12 (4 weeks) at 7:00pm in the Chapel.  

Grace Notes will sing in Worship on April 6.  All 

are welcome to join this ensemble for women's 

voices. No experience necessary! 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 

SEEKS YOUR INPUT 

The Music Committee is very interested in your 

opinions about the music program here at South 

Church!  To register your feedback, you can access 

a short survey online. A printed version of this sur-

vey will also appear in the bulletins on the first two 

Sundays in March.  See the survey questions on 

this page. 

Your opinions are very important for strengthening 

our already outstanding music program, so please 

share them freely them with us. Thanks! 
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Music Committee Survey-2014 
1.  How important is it to you that we offer a major musical work 

such as Stainer’s “Crucifixion” either annually or biannually  

during a worship service?   

Unimportant  - 1 

Slightly important  - 2 

Moderately important – 3 

Very nice but not essential – 4 

Very important/high priority – 5 
 

2.  Should we have a quiet meditation period with prelude music 

  prior to the start of worship?   

No, normal conversation is nice – 1 

Whispering only is preferred – 2 

Okay either way – 3 

Quiet period nice but not essential – 4 

Definitely yes (I want it quiet) – 5 
 

3.  What are your preferred types of music for worship services.  

Pick as many as apply. 

Gospel/Spiritual            Folk   Jazz 

Contemporary Christian  Pop/Musicals  Classical 

Traditional (Christian, Hymns) Instrumental  Choral 

Soloists  Soloists leading congregational music 

Other:  (write in) 

 
 

4.  What are your favorite hymns?  If you are unsure, you may 

describe the style or write unsure. 

 

 

 

5.  Should we use alternative (inclusive, progressive) language  

 for familiar hymns?  

             Yes  ___                    No  ___ 

I support using inclusive language in new hymns but prefer not 

to change the working on traditional (“familiar”) hymns ______ 

It’s not important to me _____ 
 

6. How often should we change or rotate a song response?  

(Examples – “Praise God from whom all blessings flow” after of-

fering, “Hear our Prayer,” “Go Now in Peace”)  

Every week – 1 

Every two weeks – 2 

Every month – 3 

Every six months – 4 

Never – 5 

I don’t care – 6 
 

7.  Are there specific pieces (choir anthems, supplemental music, 

seasonal-example Hallelujah Chorus) that you would like to hear 

during the church year? 

 

 

 

8.  If our program were to grow what would you like to add? 

 
 

 

Comments: Please include your name and contact info (phone/

email) if you wish to be contacted by a member of the Music 

Committee.  THANK YOU for filling out our survey. 

    

STEEPLE   

LIGHTING 

Did you know you could help to light our beautiful 

South Church steeple at night with a donation of 

$25. This includes a memorial dedication  for a 

loved one in the monthly newsletter.  (see 

dedication on page 4.) Please contact Ted Nowell at   

fnnjr@hotmail.com or  978-475-5141  if interested.  

YELLOW PEW CARDS 

The yellow cards in your pew are for you!  South 

Church’s Intercessory Prayer Partners is a group of 

people who are called to pray for the concerns of 

others.  If you would like prayer support, please fill 

out a yellow card and put it in the Offering Plate. 

You may also speak with a Staff member. Confi-

dentially is honored. 

http://southchurch.com/
mailto:fnnjr@hotmail.com?subject=steeple%20lighting


South Church In Andover  
is an Open and Affirming Congregation 

of the United Church of Christ  

 

ALL MEMBERS ARE MINISTERS 

Reverend Laura Biddle, Pastor 

Sherry Tupper, Minister of Visitation 

Terry Ebner,  Minister of Spiritual Formation 

Laura Weiss, Minister of Music  

Linda Francalancia Hacker, Office Administrator 

Diane Morris,  Admin. Assistant & Webmaster 

Andrew Harris, Youth Program Coordinator 

Dave Stanwood, Sexton 

Joanne Smith, Finance Administrator 

David Welbourn, Moderator 

Anne Hemmer, Treasurer  

 

Phone: 978-475-0321 
www.southchurch.com 

scand@southchurch.com 
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