
Dear Beloved Community, 

Last year, at the MACUCC annual meeting, the Keynote speaker was Rev. Robin Meyers, a nationally known UCC 

minister and peace activist. His congregation, Mayflower UCC in Oklahoma City, describes itself as 

“unapologetically Christian and unapologetically liberal.” His talk was a passionate reminder that Jesus was a 

radically subversive healer in a world that desperately needed healing. He reminded us that Jesus brought a 

revolutionary message about God’s love and power.  

As an illustration, he referred to the story of the paralytic who is brought to Jesus for healing. In both Mark and 

Matthew’s Gospel, we find faithful friends desperate to help a man who was paralyzed and living on his dirty old 

mat. When they arrived at the place where Jesus was speaking, they couldn’t get through the crowds. Starving 

for his healing touch, they cut a hole in the roof of the house and lowered the paralytic into the room. Meyer 

said, “The church needs to do something as radical as tearing open a hole in our doctrinal roof and lowering our 

paralyzed faith before Jesus.” 

Meyer believes that the American church is joined at the hip to a declining religious culture; that spiritual people 

wouldn’t step foot into the irrelevant churches of our times. He talked about his fellow clergy. “Sometimes I 

wonder if clergy really understand how desperately the world needs them to be independent contractors for the 

gospel. Maybe they/we owe it to ourselves to remember that before the gospel got turned into just another 

marketing strategy, it contained the two most powerful words ever to address the sickness of the age: fear not.” 

Summer is an opportunity for us to be independent contractors for the gospel. Many of us drop out of church for 

the next three months. June promises to be a time of endings: Children will end their school year, parents will 

end their familiar routines, Eastertide will end, and the choir ends its regular rehearsals. June also promises to 

be a time of beginnings: Summer begins, our 9:30 services begin, vacations begin, and Pentecost begins.  

Pentecost is the season of following Jesus in radical ways. We call it “Ordinary” but there is nothing ordinary 

about being hungry for Jesus. As you end and begin anew this month, maybe your spiritual journey will gain 

renewed energy. What would you look like as an independent contractor for Jesus? 

July will have its endings and beginnings as well. I will preach my last sermon on July 13. The worship service 

will be an opportunity for us to say good bye. AND the following Sunday will be your biggest beginning of all: 

Rev. Dana Allen Walsh arrives and you begin again! 

God bless you, 

Rev. Laura Biddle 
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SERVE THOSE IN GREATEST NEED 

Cor Unum Meal Center Breakfast Service  

Saturday June 7 from 5:45 to 8:30am  

The Board of World Service is looking for 8-10 

volunteers, ages 12+ to join BWS members for a brief EARLY 

morning service trip to help feed hungry families in Lawrence. Cor 

Unum Meal Center serves hundreds of children and adults 7 days a 

week, 365 days a year. The beautifully designed facilities,  

restaurant-style setting, and volunteer wait staff are a dignified and 

loving way to feed those who have the least.   

Contact: Stephanie Aude  at stephanieaude@gmail.com or 

978-821-2033.  

mailto:stephanieaude@gmail.com?subject=Cor%20Unum


 

FAITH FORUMS 
Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the church library. 

Discussion:  "Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time"  
by Marcus J. Borg. Led by Tony Boden. 

June 1: Chapters 3 and 4.   June 8: Chapters 5 and 6.   

Classes end on June 8 and will resume in the Fall. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

July 28-Aug. 1 

"Holy Land Adventure: Wilderness Escape" 

South Church and Free Christian are hosting an  

Ecumenical VBS: A weeklong summer Bible camp for 

children age 4 up thru the 6th grade, in partnership with 

other local area churches involving over 150 teen and 

adult volunteers.  Through games, crafts, music, 

snacks, and Bible story, participants will "caravan with 

Moses and the Israelites as they escape Egypt and learn 

to trust God." 

Register and volunteer at andovervbs.com or contact 

Terry Ebner, tebner@southchurch.com.  It's sure to fill 

up quickly! 

PREPARING OUR PARSONAGE: Update 

We are Blessed! 

The Preparing our Parsonage team is grateful for the 

tremendous enthusiasm and generosity shown by so many  

people thus far.  As of May 27, the church has received  

pledges of over $42,000 from 67 families.  We are confident 

that we will reach our $100,000 goal if this level of  

generosity continues over the next few weeks.   

Additionally, we would like to acknowledge the following 

businesses and friends who have donated services thus far: 

●Environmental specialist Joe Camilo of Camilo  

 Environmental Group for radon testing 

●Bill Schroeder, representing the Green Team, for  

 energy assessment considerations 

●Real Estate advice from Cheryl Foster, Senior Partner 

  at ReMAX in Andover 

●Bathroom design by Brenda Bryan 

●Glenn Rogers for a gift certificate for 4 hours of  

 electrical work by a local electrician 

●Betsy Davis, and her colleagues at Phillips Academy,  

 for sharing their building expertise (including lead 

 paint remediation) 

●Dave Bryan, Blackdog Builders, for overall project  

 scope assistance, as well as an offer to purchase 

 windows at cost  

●Iric Rex, AIA, Principal for Davis Square Architects, for 

 helping with design of the front entry 

●Shane Bouchard and Helen Bae for designing the  

 parsonage brochure 

Scott Lattanzio and Winbrook for brochure printing  

 services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This exemplary support is a testament to all that can be  

accomplished when we work together for a common goal - 

to prepare our parsonage and extend a warm welcome to 

our new senior pastor.   

Volunteers will be needed to help strip wallpaper, patch 

holes, paint, prune bushes, and do other handiwork around 

the parsonage.  Sign up here for upcoming opportunities to 

get involved.  

If you have questions or want to help, please email Dave 

Floreen, dfloreen@verizon.net, or Jennifer Bouchard, 

jkbouchard@gmail.com.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE 

For the entire congregation 

June 8 at 10:30am  

(Sunday school students should  

report at 9:30am for practice.) 

Followed 

 by the  

ALL CHURCH PICNIC 

After the worship service follow the smell of grilled hot 

dogs to the picnic area where you can spread a blanket 

and dive into a large array of yummy picnic dishes.  Hot 

dogs, chips and drinks will be provided.  Bring a salad or 

dessert to share!   (A-M, dessert; N-Z, salad) 

The picnic is sponsored by all our 

    Church Boards and Committees.  

  

SUMMER MUSICIANS WANTED 

If you are interested in playing , singing or 

participating musically in a worship service 

this summer, please contact Minister of Music, 

Laura Weiss, lweiss@southchurch.com.   

All abilities welcome! 
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andovervbs.com
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mailto:jkbouchard@gmail.com?subject=Parsonage
mailto:lweiss@southchurch.com?subject=summer%20music


  3 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

We celebrate the marriage of Bethany Cutts and 
Adrian Smith in Quechee, VT on May 24. Bethany is the 
daughter/stepdaughter of Jeff and Becky Cutts.  The 
couple reside in Champagne, IL. 
 

IN APPRECIATION 

Thank you so much for the beautiful daffodil plant which 

is in full bloom now.  I can plant it in one of my gardens 

for next year spring blooming. Thank you again,  

                 Sue Barry 

Thank you  so much for the spring  bouquet of flowers 

from the alter delivered by Karen VanDoren. They were 

lovely and brought a touch of spring to my apartment. 

             Nancy Hurlin  

A BIG THANK YOU to the Cutts family for their generous 

donation of a bookcase to the Happy Hands After-School 

Program in Lawrence.  Happy Hands is thrilled to have a 

stable bookcase for all their new books, many of which 

were donated through our Loving Literacy Program. 

           Board of Women’s Ministries 

On behalf Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity, thank 

you for your support and confidence in our work. Your 

continued support means so much to us and to our 

families. Thank you.             Sharon Mason 

      Director of Development 

 

Have you considered South Church in your will? 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

           Class of 2014 

Sara Adam     Chelsey Arling 

Matthew Boulanger McKenzie Cheung 

Michelle Cloutier Sophie Combs      

Rachel Cronin  Maxwell Galat 

Sophie Lynn Draper  Daria Googins 

Katherine Geffken Bryce Jenkins 

Daniel Jacavanco Sarah Knowles 

Dana Kirwin  Jackson Leahy 

Helen Leahy  Kevin McGrath 

Michelle Lorenti  John Oteri  

Cole Organisciak Carolyn Roos 

John Ozirsky  Johanna Shaw 

Ryan Trisman  Isaac Williams 

 

  

The  

South Church Steeple  
is lighted during June 

in loving memory  
of  

Edgar K Smith 

by Ron and Joanne Smith 

SUMMER WORSHIP  

& SUNDAY SCHOOL  

moves to 

9:30 a.m. 

  beginning  June 22! 

CHURCH OFFICE  

SUMMER HOURS 

Beginning  June 16  The office will be open Monday—

Thursday from 9am to 1pm, (sometimes later—call to 

check) and by appointment. Phone: 978-475-0321 

CHURCH PARKING 
Please be mindful not to park in the fire lane around the 

back and side of the church near the shed. Also, do not 

park in the front of the church between the entrance and 

exit driveways. This allows for safety of pedestrians  

crossing  the street as well as a sight line for cars exiting 

the church parking lot.    
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Confirmation Day : A Celebration of “Home” 
Dear Confirmands, 

Welcome to our 24 newest members!  You embraced an intense year of discovery and learned that happiness is a 
choice, service isn’t a choice, and that faith can be strongest among those who have the least.  This year was also rich 
in relationships built with each other and your sponsors, the people you helped in service, and with your leaders, 
particularly Andrew.   

“Home” was a perfect theme for Confirmation Day given all you learned about your church as a spiritual home and all 
you experienced while serving others in need of a home or home repair.  We were moved by your reflections about 
church in your Statements of Faith: 

“I believe that church is a place for everyone to come together with similar beliefs and become a family.  

Church is a place with no barriers, where I can be myself.” 

“One thing I know for sure is that the people make up the church and that the people who make up this 
church are the most wonderful, caring, loving and generous people I will ever meet in my life.” 

“Church is my home away from home. It is music and fellowship, it is love and peace. Sometimes we 
disagree but we are all united. Church is a community unlike any other.” 

“I believe the church is a place of comfort and community.  People of faith congregate here to share their 
similar beliefs. However, we are also all very different and the church is a meeting place for us to be able to 
discuss and respect those differences.” 

“I believe the church isn’t just a place to worship God. The church has always seemed like a home to me. I 
consider everyone in this church to be my family. The church is the place to be yourself and share your 
interests with everyone around you.  A church is a place to make friends and memories.” 

“I believe that the church is a welcoming community that accepts everyone. And it is a home for those in 
need of a home, a family for those who need a family, warmth for those who need warmth. No one is 
turned away. No one is not welcome.” 

Thank you for the gift cards and the other gifts you gave: wisdom and wonder, fun and deep feeling, faith and 
exploration. Continue to enjoy finding your connection with God among a congregation who loves you! 

Peace and Grace, 
The Confirmation Team 
Andrew, Laura, Dave, Ted and Cindy 
 

“Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like a 
living stone, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: ‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 
cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’”   

1 Peter 2:4-6 (Confirmation Day Scripture) 

Confirmation Class  
2014  

With our friend  
Batman at CityReach  

21 Freshmen on  
the Mission Trip! 

Rounding up ghosts  
during Mystery Night 
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DID YOU KNOW… 
Our current church location in Andover is probably due to the Abbots  

burying their family near the homestead instead of trekking the three 

miles to the burial ground in the North Parish center in North Andover?  

By 1708, the town population moved so much so to the south, Andover 

was split into North and South Parishes along today’s North Andover/

Andover boundaries.  The location decision was heavily influenced by the 

Abbots here on Central St. who gave the land, and who also could argue 

that the location of the cemetery made sense as the family plot was right 

here, too. 

All but one of the outlying family plot locations are gone, the Wood-

bridge/Jenkins Cemetery on Douglas Road off Jenkins Road.  It was  

taken over by the Town when the neighborhood was developed in 1996.  

Five original headstones and eight footstones mark the burials of the 

Benjamin Woodbridge (a direct descendant of Rev. John Woodbridge the 

first Andover settler and minister in 1646) and Benjamin Jenkins fami-

lies, both men who were Revolutionary War veterans.  Grandson William  

Jenkins made the homestead next door famous as a safe house the  

Underground Railway.  The Jenkins frequently entertained Frederick 

Douglas and other abolitionists, hence the road’s name.  After William 

was buried in 1878 in the new town cemetery, Spring Grove, the Jenkins 

family re-interred the grandparents Benjamin and Martha and three of 

their children to Spring Grove as well, leaving markers for the  

Woodbridges and the three Jenkins’s children’s footstones.  An archaeo-

logical dig shows evidence of up to 20 burials and headstone fragments. 

Douglas Road resident and Eagle Scout candidate Jeffrey Page of Boy Scout Troop 73 of South Church is building a bridge 

from the road to the cemetery for his Eagle Scout Project.  He has watched the path become overgrown and the cemetery 

become unkempt as access to it has all but disappeared.  Jeffrey has worked with the Town and Spring Grove officials to 

build the bridge large enough for grounds maintenance equipment access and still be becoming to the neighborhood for this 

historic site.  Many other Woodbridges and Jenkinses are in our cemetery.  Other older ancestors are also buried here in 

unmarked graves and their location unknown.  I am helping this Project by identifying possible locations for the other 

unaccounted family members, including who else may be in this small family cemetery.  Thank you to Jeff for keeping our 

history accessible.   And now you know…       Charlotte Lyons, Historical Committee 

I am leading a tour on Sunday, June 1 after church at Noon-1:45pm titled: Andover and the Civil War through the 

South Church Burial Ground.  Bring a granola bar, water, and comfortable shoes.  

MEMORIAL GIFTS COMMITTEE 
The Memorial Gifts Committee welcomes gifts in 

memory of loved ones who have passed away.  These 

gifts purchase items for the church that are not 

included in the church budget. 

All names of those memorialized are recorded in a 

special remembrance book. If you have any questions 

please contact Sally Hudgins at: 207-363-7092 or 

rhudgie@earthlink.net. 

SUMMER Of SERVICE 2014 

 Registration now open to all!  

Mon- Fri  8:30am - 3pm    

July 7-11  -    July 14-18   -  July 21-25  

 (Note:  week 3 is full) 

More details on our website under Youth. Questions?  

Contact Christina Curtin at: 

curtinorsmond@verizon.net or (978) 470-1689. 

WOMENS CONNECTION 

 HARBOR CRUISE 
All women are invited to a harbor cruise  with 

Mahi Mahi Cruises out of Pickering Wharf in 

Salem, MA on Thursday, June 26. We'll carpool from church 

at 6:00pm and take an inner harbor sunset cruise along the 

beautiful Marblehead and Salem coastlines. We'll have the 

boat to ourselves. Munchies will be available. Come join us—

all women are welcome whether you’ve signed up for the 

Women’s Connection or not. $20/person. We need to have a 

certain number commit in order to reserve the boat, so check 

your calendars and RSVP by June 7 to Robin Gendron at 

robinesg@aol.com or 978-794-0945. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

YOUTH ACTION COMMITTEE COOKIE NIGHT 

Sunday June 1  7:00pm 

Open to the whole congregation. Join us to bake 

cookies. Cookie tasting and judging contest.  

Prizes  awarded!  Come share your love of 

cookies with our youth. 

mailto:rhudgie@earthlink.net?subject=Memorial%20Gifts
mailto:curtinorsmond@verizon.net?subject=SOS
mailto:robinesg@aol.com?subject=Harbor%20Cruise


South Church In Andover  
is an Open and Affirming Congregation 

of the United Church of Christ  

 

ALL MEMBERS ARE MINISTERS 

Reverend Laura Biddle, Pastor 

Sherry Tupper, Minister of Visitation 

Terry Ebner,  Minister of Spiritual Formation 

Laura Weiss, Minister of Music  

Linda Francalancia Hacker, Office Administrator 

Diane Morris,  Admin. Assistant & Webmaster 

Andrew Harris, Youth Program Coordinator 

Dave Stanwood, Sexton 

Joanne Smith, Finance Administrator 

David Welbourn, Moderator 

Anne Hemmer, Treasurer  

 

Phone: 978-475-0321 
www.southchurch.com 

scand@southchurch.com 
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