
Beloved South Church, 

As I write to you from my home in Somerville, my laptop sits among estimates from various moving companies 

and an assortment of blue paint chips.  I feel suspended between eager anticipation to be in Andover and deep 

appreciation for these days of quiet relaxation.  This is one of those rare and unique “threshold” times.  Or what 

Jesus called the space between the “already” and the “not yet”.  

As we navigate our way through the call to both remember and anticipate, to give our attention both to the past 

and to the future, our greatest challenge is to be present to these days, to find a footing that enables us to 

savor what unfolds in this threshold space. 

However, there’s nothing like closing one door and opening a new one to make us keenly aware of how much we 

don’t know and can’t control.  You are probably wondering, just like me, what this next year will bring as we 

worship, pray, plan, serve, and minister together.  There is a lot that we don’t know about one another, but I 

come with an open heart -  ready to love you and care for you and eager to learn about your passions, joys, 

fears, and hopes.   

You have already made me feel so loved and cared for.  Thank you for the tremendous time, energy, and 

resources that is being committed to the parsonage.  Sean and I are thrilled to have a home in town, where 

Leighton can play and grow up.  Thank you for ensuring that our new space is safe and welcoming - we look 

forward to opening our doors to you. 

As I anticipate my arrival in mid-July, my hope for this summer is simple: to begin building a pastoral 

relationship by getting to know you.  What attracted me to South Church is the authenticity with which you 

approach your relationship with God, the deep care you show for each other, and your thirst for opportunities to 

drop your own spiritual plumb lines deeper.  So, therefore, I plan to spend my first few months listening to your 

individual and shared stories, and helping all of us listen for movement of the Holy in our midst. 

Experience has taught me that any programming or visioning we undertake must be done with integrity to who 

we are and where we feel called. This deliberate approach, full of listening and reflecting, is not the fastest way 

to get things done, but it is rich and ripe with opportunity for deep connection and transformation. 

So you'll see me spending a lot of time listening and learning from you, especially at first. And then by the grace 

of God, together we will open a new door, and forge a fresh, Spirit-filled path forward, through the wild, 

wondrous, holy chaos of our ministry together. 

May God bless us and keep us all on the way,    

       Dana 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is coming! 
SOUTH CHURCH (4th-6th), FREE CHRISTIAN (1st-3rd),  

ST. AUGUSTINE’S (ages 4-5)  

July 28-Aug. 1, 8:45 - 12:00, ages 4 - 6th Grade!  

Register here.   

We're teaming up again to provide a week of high energy, exciting, 

fun-filled adventure "caravanning with Moses and the Israelites as 

they escape Egypt and learn to trust God." 

7th Grade thru High School youth "Crew Leaders" are needed as well 

as adult volunteers and can register at the above website.  Continue 

the Summer of Service outreach to the children in our communities 

and be a part of this ecumenical program.  Please feel free to contact 

me, tebner@southchurch.com. I'll be heading up the Crew Leader 

teams here at South Church. Summer blessings!             Terry Ebner  

https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/andovervbs/gpgs/Home.aspx
mailto:tebner@southchurch.com?subject=VBS
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DID YOU KNOW… 
That the average starting age of the previous 17 senior pas-

tors of this church is 34?  The median is 32, and if you throw 

out the high and low ages, it is 33 years of age.  When Pas-

tor Number 18 starts this July at the age of 33, Rev. Dana 

Allen Walsh will be the 7th OLDEST pastor, or 11th YOUNG-

EST if you are scoring at home!  We didn’t crack the 40s un-

til our 12th pastor, Rev. E. Victor Bigelow, 48, after we had 

been in business for over 200 years in 1914.   

Our first pastor, Rev. Samuel Phillips, was just 21 years 

old when he was ordained as the pastor of the Church in the 

South Parish in 1711.  He served for 60 years until his death 

in 1771.  Our second pastor, Rev. Jonathan French was an 

old man of 32 and on his third profession when he started 

here, and he served 37 years until he died in 1809.  Our 3rd 

pastor, Rev. Justin Edwards, 25, was a dynamo fresh from 

the Andover Theological Seminary in 1812.  He was actually 

called way before he graduated, as he was a stand-out 

preacher who practiced in our pulpit.  He created the mis-

sions, education, women, and youth components of church 

life that we model today.     

It is humbling to think that we can even calculate the aver-

age starting age by century.  

1st  century: 26 

2nd century: 30 

3rd century: 43 averaging, what else, a solid 33 years of 

                     age.  

What terrific timing that Dana will start with us as the first 

called pastor of our 4th century, setting the clock at the 

prime age of 33.  May we be blessed with the wisdom and 

faith of all the ages in our 304th year and our 18th senior 

pastor. 

And now you know…      

 Charlotte Lyons, Historical Committee 

Sr. PASTOR SUPPORT COMMITTEE  

ESTABLISHED 
In preparation for the arrival of Dana Allen Walsh as our 

new Senior Pastor, Church Council and many in the  

congregation have wanted to establish a Senior Pastor 

Support Group to assure a successful transition, good 

communication, adherence to our mission, and faithful 

healthy long-term engagement for all. 

Moderator Dave Welbourn  received 28 nominations and 

volunteers for this group, and after much consultation 

throughout the congregation has appointed five inaugu-

ral members: Jennifer Bouchard, Thomas Arnold, Kate 

Jagger, Dave Sleight, and Jenn Hoenig. They bring to 

this responsibility a wide range of experience in Boards 

and activities throughout South Church and a broad  

network of contacts throughout our life here. Moreover, 

Dana asked to start this guidance of her ministry with 

the inclusion of two members from the committee that 

interviewed and called her.  

 Though South Church has not always had a committee 

like this, the UCC encourages it and has taught best 

practices to Jen, Thomas and others. The group's first 

tasks are to define its goals, terms and succession, and 

establish its processes with Dana. Church Council has 

formed this group and asked  it to report quarterly on 

its activities, in the expectation that its success will lead 

everyone to want  to continue it and add it to the South 

Church by-laws, perhaps at the congregational meeting 

next June. 

This is another example of our congregation's thoughtful 

insistence on, and individual members standing up for, 

doing the right, caring, and faithful thing at every op-

portunity. Thanks to all who offered and helped in the  

advent of this group. 

 

DINNERS WITH DANA  
Fellowship is coordinating 5 small-group pot luck dinners at members' homes for our new Sr. 

Pastor, Dana Allen Walsh, and her family, between July 23 and August 28.    Hosts, all from 

Andover, have already volunteered; we invite interested church members to sign up to attend 

ONE of these dinners. The dinners are scheduled for either a Wednesday or Thursday night from 

6:00—730pm; each home will accommodate about 12 adults and their families. We decided not 

to reveal the hosts ----once you sign up, they will contact you about a week prior to the event.  

 You can sign up yourself here or by contact Alyson Shaw (alyson@yumph.com, 978.474.7783 ) or Laura Jordan 

(lauradj813@gmail.com; 978-273-8490). The link provides a sign-up for each of the 5 dates, and asks you to 

indicate your contact information and what you'd like to bring; hosts will then contact you with final details. 

 If there is interest, we may continue the small group gatherings in the Fall but on a less frequent basis. 

 Dana is very excited about the dinners.  It should be a wonderful way to begin getting to know her, and having 

us get to know one another better as well.                              

           Fellowship Committee 

http://www.southchurch.com/memberarea.htm
mailto:alyson@yumph.com?subject=dinner
mailto:lauradj813@gmail.com?subject=dinner
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Our sympathy to the family and friends of 50+ year 
member Ruth Wicks Hoffman, who died on May 31. 

Our sympathy to Sherry Tupper and family on the death 
of her mother Shirley March on June 8 in Lincoln, NE. 

Our sympathy to Arlene Hawkins on the death of her 
friend Rick Abrams on June 15.  

Our sympathy to Susan  and Mike and Ben Choquette on 
the death of Susan’s father  Paul Sepich on June 15. 

Our sympathy to Mark and Donna MacLean and family on 
the death of Mark’s mother Janet MacLean on June 20. 

Congratulations to Deanna and John Atchison who 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on June 21. 

Congratulations to Nancy and David Schmehl who 

celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on June 27. 
 

IN APPRECIATION 

Many thanks for the beautiful red tulips left at our door. 

Sorry we missed you!                     Helen and Ned Martin 
 

We are deeply grateful for your donation of $5,582. 

Thanks to your gift women in the village of Koursadi will 

no longer have to worry about losing another child to 

unsafe water, and village elders can proudly say that 

girls in their village now go to school because they no 

longer have to walk miles every day to get water.  Your 

gift triggers a chain reaction that begins with a well and 

continues for 15+ years as our partner World Vision 

contributes additional funds to educate villagers on good 

sanitation, drip framing and well maintenance. As a 

result your donation is multiplied five times! On behalf of 

those whose lives you’ve transformed, Thank you for 

your compassion in action. Sincerely,   Barbara Goldberg 

         Founder and President 

  

The  

South Church Steeple  
is lighted during July 

in loving memory  
of  

Solveig Cook 

by the Cook family 

CHURCH OFFICE  SUMMER HOURS 

Monday—Thursday from 9am to 1pm,  

(sometimes later—call to check) and by appointment.  

Phone: 978-475-0321 

  

The  

South Church Steeple  
is lighted during August 

in loving memory  
of  

Dr. William D. Lilly 

 by his wife and family 

and  

in loving memory  

of 

Our parents  

Blanche & Gilbert DeMoor  

by  

Norma Morava & Marilyn Fitzgerald 

LAST CHANCE AT 

LOST AND FOUND 

Come and claim your dishes and bowls left behind in the 

kitchen from various food events. Also, several kids  

clothing items including a few jackets, gloves, hats and a 

girls peasant dress are looking for their owners. These 

items are located in the closet next to Fellowship Hall.  All 

items will be donated or discarded  in  mid July. 



 

ACTIVITY at 

the PARSONAGE 
 

Things have been busy at the parsonage over the past month!  The church’s 

wonderful renters moved out on June 10th, and volunteers stormed the  

parsonage the day after to strip wallpaper in two bedrooms and prep the 

rooms for paint.  A small crew of painters then began painting the bedrooms. 

The built in drawers from two bedrooms were taken offsite to paint while the 

de-leading work is going on.   

The de-leading work began on June 16 and is expected to take two weeks. 

As of this writing, all of the old windows containing lead paint have been removed, and much of the exterior work in the 

back basement and porch is complete.  The ‘wall of glass’ was torn out and replaced with two sliding glass doors.  Because 

most of the screen porch was positive for lead paint, it will be replaced and rebuilt entirely, with the exception of an old 

worn out screen door.  This was the least expensive way to remedy the problem.   Surprises?  Well, there were several 

completely rotted window sills that will need to be replaced. 

Check out the many more photos here – and when you see one of these volunteers, please thank them.  If you are interest-

ed in future ‘work parties’, email Jennifer Bouchard  at jkbouchard@gmail.com.  We hope to be back at work soon, and will 

work until the parsonage is complete! 
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ADULT MINI COURSES 

Now is a perfect time to begin considering new topics of 

interest for the new program year.  You may even  

discover that you have something you'd like to offer or 

facilitate.   Call or email me at  978-204-0321 or  

tebner@southchurch.com to discuss ideas.  If possible, 

we'd like to publicize courses in the "Opportunities for 

Ministry, Growth, and Faith Formation" booklet which is 

printed early August.  Summer blessings!          

               Terry Ebner 

“The Wallpaper Strippers” 

David Schmehl, Char Lyons, Shane Bouchard, 

Griffin Lyons, Sandy Meldrum,  

Laura Jordan,  Dot Tyler, Beth Kiker,  

Carol Floreen, Laurie Sorota,  

Priscilla Bartle and Fran Fink  

(Not Pictured: Lisa Long) 

WOMEN’s CONNECTION 

All women are invited to join us for a 

trip to the Museum of Fine Arts to view 

the quilt exhibit on Friday July 11.  We’ll 

carpool from the church at 11:00am, 

have lunch at the museum and then 

view the exhibit.  You can buy your 

ticket at the museum.  Let Andi Larsen know if you plan  

to attend at andee7L@yahoo.com or 978-475-9515.  

http://southchurch.com/Images/ParsonageUpdateJuly2014Newsletter.pdf
mailto:jkbouchard@gmail.com?subject=Parsonage%20renovation
mailto:tebner@southchurch.com?subject=Adult%20Mini%20Courses
mailto:andee7L@yahoo.com?subject=museum%20trip


SUMMER MUSICIANS WANTED 

If you are interested in playing , singing or 

participating musically in a worship service 

this summer, please contact Minister of Mu-

sic, Laura Weiss, lweiss@southchurch.com.   

All abilities welcome! 

 

SPECIAL EVENT OCTOBER 4th FOR ALL 

SOUTH CHURCH CHOIRS 

Mark your calendars now!!! 

CELEBRATION OF NEW BEGINNINGS 

On Saturday, October 4th, 2014 at 3pm, we will have a fan-

tastic collaboration with Christ Church, The Young Opera Com-

pany of New England, and Baritone Marcus DeLoach in cele-

bration of new ministry at both of our congregations!  

Our Youth Choir, Chamber choir, and all other youth able to 

make Youth Choir rehearsals in September (grades 3rd-12th) 

will sing and act out the children’s opera, “The Seven Goats” 

by Humperdinck.  

Our Sanctuary Choir will sing the Five Mystical Songs (Barbara 

Bruns, Organist/Laura Weiss conducting) for the second half of 

the program, collaborating once again with Christ Church and 

their fabulous choir.  The soloist, Marcus DeLoach, is a great 

contribution to this event! 

Christ Church will graciously host this event as we hosted the 

Stainer, Crucifixion and Barbara and I have started planning!  

As this event comes up very quickly in the fall, Rehearsals for 

choir this year will begin earlier than usual for some and will 

definitely start with a bang for all.....  

Special Dates to note: 

YOUTH SINGERS ONLY!  We will get a head start on staging 

and memorizing the children’s opera by holding a Singer’s 

workshop on Friday, August 29th from 9-3pm and Satur-

day, August 30th from 9-2pm.  This is Labor Day weekend.  

The fee is $50 for the 2 days.  THIS DOES NOT APPLY TO THE 

ADULT CHOIR. 

ALL CHOIRS will begin after Labor Day and before Homecom-

ing Sunday.  Chamber choir will start September 3rd, Youth 

Choir and Sanctuary choir on September 4th.  

IMPORTANT:  The first 25 ADULT singers who are committed 

to this event may participate.  We have 45 choir members on 

our roster so this means I need a commitment asap from 

those who are able.  The balcony has a fire code that permits 

only 50 singers at Christ Church.  First come first served!  ANY 

South Church singer may participate (this includes NON choir 

members though our entire choir will hopefully sing!) 

Scores for practicing over the summer are available for both 

youth and adult choirs.  Recordings are available online as well 

for those who want to practice prior.  

    Please email with any questions! - lweiss@southchurch.com 

Though....details are still coming together! 

         Laura Weiss 

LOOKING AHEAD — MUSIC IN THE FALL 

Our music program is getting ready for another exciting 

year of excellent opportunities and music making.  We 

offer a variety of small and large group ensembles and 

have something for most everybody.  Here is a list of 

the programing for the 2014-1015.  Mark your calendars 

now.  Blessings to all!                             Laura Weiss 

SMALL GROUP ENSEMBLES 

Bass Notes (Tenor and Bass Ensemble): 1st & 3rd 

Mondays  

Grace Notes( Alto & soprano pick-up group): Novem-

ber and 1st Wed Dec.  Singing for Advent and Lent. 

Pentecostal Pickers Praise Team (Folk/Praise Band-

guitars, drums, vocals): 1st & 3rd Mondays. Supports 

services and special events throughout the year 

NEW  - Unity Musical (Grade 7-College a cappella): 

1st & 3rd Tuesdays.—Auditions will be held on Sept. 16. 

South Church Orchestra-Christmas and Easter pick-

up ensemble.-Woodwinds, strings, brass, keyboards, 

and percussion.-. Amateurs welcome! 

String Quartet-Cellist needed.  

TWO YOUTH CHOIR SESSIONS TO CHOOSE FROM!  

BOTH THE SAME TO FIT YOUR SCHEDULES! 

Youth Choir Session 1(Grd 3-9-singing, boomwhack-

ers, dance) : Thursdays from 4-5:30, Children’s opera 

on October 4th.  Extra rehearsals in Sept. and Oct. 

Youth Choir Session 2(Grd 3-9 singing, boomwhack-

ers, dance): Wednesdays from 5:30-7:00 Children’s 

opera on October 4th.  Extra rehearsals in Sept. & Oct. 

Carol Choir Orff Ensemble (Prek-2): Wednesdays 

from 4:45-5:30 Pre K-2nd Grade.  Assistant needed.  

Prior education experience encouraged. 

LARGE ENSEMBLES 

Jubilation Ringers Handbell Ensemble (High School-

Adult-handbells and percussion): Thursdays  2 ringers 

needed. 

Sanctuary Choir: (Adult choir) Thursdays, High 

School-Adult.  No prior experience necessary. Also 

meets on Sunday mornings for those who can only 

make Sundays. 
 

Contact Laura Weiss, lweiss@southchurch.com, if inter-

ested or have any questions.  
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mailto:lweiss@southchurch.com?subject=summer%20service%20music
mailto:lweiss@southchurch.com?subject=October%204
mailto:lweiss@southchurch.com?subject=choirs


 

Have you considered South Church in your will? 

YOUTH BOARD  FUNDRAISER  
DECEMBER CRAFT FAIR  

The Youth Board is sponsoring a new fundraiser called the 

Hand-to-Hand Craft Fair, here at South Church on Saturday 

December 6, 2014 from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm. 

Calling all South Church crafters, artisans and friends to par-

ticipate in a craft fair to raise money for the annual John’s 

Island, SC mission trip. For a fee of $25 (before September 

15) or $35 thereafter we will provide a space for you.  If 

needed, we will provide a table and 2 chairs.  You may pur-

chase additional space, if needed.  We request that you do-

nate one of your creative pieces for the raffle table. 

Any individual or board is welcome to donate an item or gift 

basket to the raffle table.  And of course, please plan to at-

tend this new Youth Board sponsored event.  Invite your 

friends. Tables will be provided to any creative youth who 

want to participate and bake sale items and refreshments 

will be provided. 

An application will be posted to the South Church web site 

and a mailing will be sent to known artisans and crafters.  

There are limits to this knowledge, so please make yourself 

known and share this information with a friend. 

If you have any questions, ideas or energy and a willingness 

to help, please contact me at emilyohara@hotmail.com  or 

by phone at 978-500-1007.  

                                                        Emily O’Hara 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED 
Summer is a particularly challeng-

ing time for Neighbors In Need and 

the families we serve--children are 

home and not receiving meals at school. That puts an 

additional burden on their already strained food budg-

ets. Please bring food to South Church on Sunday! We 

can especially use cereal, milk, tuna and other sandwich  

fixings, as well as the always needed sauce with meat, 

beans.  We also love to receive fresh fruits and  

vegetables, especially if you have surplus from your 

garden. Call 978-685-8331 to arrange delivery of any 

fresh food. 

NEWS FROM THE GREEN TEAM 

Some of the highlights from last year included a Harvest Dinner, a green church service with 

Tom Arnold preaching (part of Interfaith Power & Light's Preach-In on Climate Change), a Sus-

tainable House of Worship workshop to help area churches reduce their carbon footprints and 

live out their promise to protect God's creation, a children's outdoor green service led by Terry 

Ebner and Iric Rex, and an online "Climate Reader" to help share information about climate 

change and global warming. See the full report at the South Church Green Team blog link. 

Coming up in September is the planned People's Climate March in New York City, on Sat-

urday and Sunday September 20 and 21, 2014. 

Here's the scoop: United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki Moon has  called for a Climate Sum-

mit in NYC on September 23rd, where world leaders will gather to discuss, and hopefully com-

mit to bold actions to address the climate crisis.  Lots of environmental groups are coordinating 

activities in the city for the week before the summit, to show popular support for strong action.  

There will be a Climate march on either Saturday or Sunday afternoon, 9/20 or 9/21, where 

they hope lots of people will participate.   

The Green Team will be coordinating some kind of South Church, or Andover commu-

nity, participation in the parade. We hope you'll think about joining the South Church 

contingent. Stay tuned for more information! 

6 

mailto:emilyohara@hotmail.com?subject=Craft%20Fair
http://southchurchgreenteam.blogspot.com/2014/06/2014-annual-report-of-green-team.html


South Church In Andover  
is an Open and Affirming Congregation 

of the United Church of Christ  

 

ALL MEMBERS ARE MINISTERS 

Laura Biddle, Pastor (until July 13) 

Dana Allen Walsh, Sr. Pastor (effective July 15) 

Sherry Tupper, Minister of Visitation 

Terry Ebner,  Minister of Spiritual Formation 

Laura Weiss, Minister of Music  

Linda Francalancia Hacker, Office Administrator 

Diane Morris,  Admin. Assistant & Webmaster 

Andrew Harris, Youth Program Coordinator 

Dave Stanwood, Sexton 

Joanne Smith, Finance Administrator 

David Welbourn, Moderator 

Anne Hemmer, Treasurer  

 

Phone: 978-475-0321 
www.southchurch.com 
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