
Dear members and friends, 

As a most recent witness to South Church’s extravagant welcome, your enthusiastic reception on my 

first Sunday made me feel completely wrapped-up in the power of the Holy Spirit. I arrived early that 

day, hoping to sit in the sanctuary and get a feel for your rhythms. How appropriate that the first rhythm 

is musical. Laura Weiss (Laura-A) was warming up on the organ. I have never led worship in a sanctuary 

where the organist and choir sit behind the congregation. It was good to be alone in the pew and listen 

to the magnificent music piping into the sanctuary, and feel the Spirit washing over me.  

Turning in my pew, I watched as the choir joined Laura, each person with a smile and a willingness. I felt 

a joyous camaraderie between everyone. And of course, there were some jokesters in the group, people 

who made others chuckle while laughing at themselves, always a good sign of a healthy choir. 

Meanwhile, Laura kept a strong grip on the rehearsal, a sign of her superb leadership. 

As the pre-service morning unfolded, more and more people greeted me in the pew. Everyone 

introduced themselves with whole hearted sincerity. “Welcome. We are so excited that you are here.” 

When Terry arrived, she went to the Center Pulpit to leave her sermon, a rhythm of all preachers on 

Sunday mornings. And like everyone else, when she saw me in the pew her broad and gorgeous smile 

said everything. Sherry arrived a short time later and placed a hand on my shoulder, a touch of healing 

for which she is clearly known. And a little while later, I saw Linda walk in and take a seat to be present 

for worship with this community for whom she has worked for a long time. Her greeting was in her eyes. 

“Welcome Laura-B.” Then Andrew walked in with his huge warm presence, focused on the Confirmation 

Group who were preparing to talk about their time with homeless people in Boston.  

One by one the Deacons welcomed me with open arms, including smiles and adorable confessions of “I 

THINK I know what I am doing for communion this morning.” All of which marked a lovely first 

impression for your new minister.  

My only official task for the morning was to be present for both my introduction, and the signing of our 

Covenant with one another. Candy was the Trustee responsible for my signing the Covenant.  She had 

not arrived by the time I was waiting and praying in the doorway with the team of worship leaders as we 

prepared to enter the sanctuary. When I took my seat behind the pulpit, somewhat nervous about my 

first impression, I spied Candy. Phew! 

After Terry’s kind introduction and my brief “hello” Duncan escorted me to my pew during the “Passing 

of Peace.” After all was settled and we were ready to begin worshiping God, Candy came up the aisle, 

tapped my shoulder, and sat with me for the rest of the worship service. 

Who could ask for a better Open and Affirming beginning? Thank you 

I am delighted to be working with such a fabulous group of staff, leaders and parishioners. Please come 

and visit with me if you are around during weekdays. My office hours (at this time) will be Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:30 am. I will also be in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings before 

worship from 9-10 am.  

Not to prolong this first letter, let me say one last thing. Throughout February, we remain in the liturgical 

season of Epiphany. This is the season of trust. We trust that God is truly here. God is in the light we 

awaken to, the music we fall asleep to, the loving touch we share with one another, and the breath we 

breathe. The best spiritual practice of Epiphany requires us to TRUST the presence of God and to be 

willing to “step into the light” even when we are overwhelmed by darkness. 

In the spirit of stepping into the Light, 
 

Rev. Laura-B 
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SOUTH CHURCH MISSIONS  

NEED YOUR HELP 

In 2013, there was a shortfall in Annual Giving.  When a 

shortfall occurs, the deficit is split between the Missions 

Fund and the Building Reserve in proportion to the 

allocation they receive from your pledges.   

This shortfall in 2013 has left the Missions Fund with 

just $275 at year-end 2013. 

Although there was money allocated from your annual 

giving to Missions in 2014, they depend on the carry-over 

to meet their needs.  At Annual Meeting, Joanne Smith, 

our Financial Administrator, asked members who care 

about our missions and the work that the Board of World 

Service does to help build up our Missions Fund so that the 

Board can continue to fund their current missions and the 

Emergency/Impact fund that can be used during the year 

to aid unforeseen needs. 

Please think about the possibility of making a donation 

that will go directly to fund our Missions effort.  If you can, 

make the check out to South Church and write “Missions” 

in the Note section.  Thank you!! 

Emily Strong, Chair of Board of World Service 
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THANK YOU 
 

To the members and friends of South Church… 
 

Donna and I are so deeply touched by all the  
loving ways you honored us in my final weeks as 
Senior Pastor that I hardly know where or how to 
begin to say thank you.  For your tributes, cards, 
emails, calls, letters, hugs, kind words, gifts, and 
the glorious retirement dinner with its songs, 
presentations, and talks… and for the incredible 

and powerful final worship service led by Terry, 
Laura and the staff, inspiring musicians… and all 
the lovely thank-you’s from the children, Con-
firmands, and youth… and for the superlatively 
generous gift presented to us from all of our 
friends at South Church… we are profoundly 

grateful.  
 

After the angels departed and the shepherds 

came to Joseph, Mary and the Babe, they told of 

the message of the angels and “Mary treasured 
all these words and pondered them in her heart.”  
I will evermore treasure your words and ponder 
in my heart the wonderful relationship we have 
enjoyed as Shepherd and flock.  
  

You will remain in my prayers as God’s faithful 
people at South Church in Andover move forward 
into a future filled with adventures in faith,  
opportunities for service, and ties that bind you 
together in Christian love.  
 

Shalom, dear friends, Shalom. 
 

Yours in faith, 
 

 John 

FAITH FORUMS 
 

During February, Peter Macy will be our discus-

sion leader/facilitator.  Topics: 

Feb 9:  the Trinity: "Father" (God beyond us) 

Feb 16:  the Trinity: "Son" (God beside us) 

Feb 23: the Trinity: "Holy Spirit" (God within us) 

We'll discuss some of the big questions, such as: 

What is my theology?  Do I have one?  Do I need 

one?  How connected is my life to my Christian 

beliefs? 

We meet at 9:15 am each  

Sunday, in the church li-

brary.  Join us!  If you have 

more questions than answers, 

bring them! 

 

 The Faith Forum Planning Team  

Children of Eden, this year’s 

musical performed by the South 

Church Players, will have three 

performances: March 7, 8, and 9. 

You can join the fun by helping as 

part of the crew. Come and help 

build the stage on Sunday Feb-

ruary 23 in the sanctuary after 

worship. Set construction will fol-

low on Sunday, March 2. Not interested in constructing 

the stage? There are lots of ways to help. Costumes, 

sets, makeup, green room, stagehands, publicity, 

box office, ushers, planning or hosting the cast party, 

you name it. It's a great way to meet or reconnect with 

people, and a short time commitment, so don't be shy. 

Contact Marianne Knowles at mpknowles85@verizon.net 

or 978-475-7442. 

Save the date, see the show!  

Friday March 7, 7:30 PM 

Saturday March 8, 5:30 PM 

Sunday March 9, 2:00 PM 

We need a few more musicians to complete our orchestra. 

Keyboard 2,  Keyboard 3, Auxiliary Percussion and Bass. If 

you are able and available, please contact Deb White at 

deborah.carol.white@gmaiil.com.  

mailto:mpknowles85@verizon.net?subject=Children%20of%20Eden
mailto:deborah.carol.white@gmaiil.com?subject=Children%20of%20Eden
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Our sympathy to the family and friends of member 
Charles Hatch, (100), who died on January 31.  A 
private memorial service will be held in the spring. 

Our sympathy to Jim and Diane Stevens and family on 
the death of Jim’s mother, Ruth Stevens on Jan. 8 in AZ. 

Our sympathy to Alice Wimer and family on the death of 

husband/church member Rev. William (Bill) Wimer on 
January 14. A service was held here on January 18. 

Our sympathy to Donna & John Zehring on the death of 
Donna’s former sister-in-law Roberta Taber. 

Our sympathy to Jane and Jeff Ingram and family on the 
death of Jane’s mother, Betty Kirrstetter on January 20. 

Our sympathy to Steve and Fran Booth and family on the 
death of Steve’s father Alexander Booth on January 11 
in Rochester, NY. 

Our sympathy to Evelyn Dewhirst Lund and Tay Coleman 
on the death of sister/aunt Ethel Dewhirst Milne. 

 

We celebrate the birth of Wyatt Wesley Pukatch on 

January 8 in Virginia, to parents Melissa (Schroeder) and 
Seth Pukatch. Wyatt joins big brother Devin. 
Grandparents are Bill and Donna Schroeder. 

 

IN APPRECIATION 

I'd like to thank South Church for the calls, visits, texts, 
meals, cookies, cards, flowers and prayers given to me 
and my family throughout my journey.  It hasn't been 
easy so far, but it's been made easier knowing that I'm 
not in this alone.                 Tim Sorota 

Best wishes to our friends at South Church. Audrey and I 
are now living in the  hill country of northern Georgia, the 
start of the Appalachian Trail. The move was difficult for 
Audrey but she has now settled in as well as I could 

expect, in a nursing home nearby.  I see her almost every 
day. If anyone wants to chat, call me here at 706-896-

7562.  (108 Church St. Apt. 215, Hiawassee, GA)  
Regards to all,         Bob Cole 

 

Have you considered South Church in your will? 

 STEEPLE LIGHTING 
Did you know you could help to light our beautiful South 

Church steeple at night with a donation of $25. This 

includes a memorial dedication  for a loved one in the 

monthly newsletter.  (see dedication on this page) Please 

contact Ted Nowell at   fnnjr@hotmail.com or  978-475-

5141  if interested.   

 

The 

South Church Steeple  
is lighted in February  

in loving memory  

of  

my wife,  

Barbara 

by her husband, 

David Coffman 

Sr. PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE 

Update: The Senior Pastor Search Committee is very 

excited about its progress toward calling a candidate 

to be South Church's 18th Senior Pastor. We will be 

making a brief announcement this Sunday in worship 

and meeting with anyone who wants to talk about 

the process after worship in the church library." 

We send greetings of great thanks and best wishes to John 

during his first days of transition from "doing" to "being."  

His final sermons and our celebrations together represent-

ed South Church at it's best! We enthusiastically welcome 

Laura Biddle this week and are grateful for her leadership.  

"... As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hear-

ing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and 

bear fruit with patience." (Luke 8:15)  

               Search Committee 

mailto:fnnjr@hotmail.com?subject=steeple%20lighting
mailto:fnnjr@hotmail.com?subject=steeple%20lighting
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DID YOU KNOW… 

 That the Omega half of the Alpha and Omega symbols in the Tif-
fany stained glass window (balcony, south side) is upside down?  

Installed correctly circa 1900, work on the buildings windows 
(1992?) required that the glass be removed, but the Ω ended  
upside down when it was reinstalled.  The four panel windows and 
over-arches were uniquely designed and hand made by Louis 
Comfort Tiffany. 
 

The windows are in memory of our 6th pastor, Rev. John Lord  
Taylor, who served from 1839 to 1852, and his wife Caroline 
Phelps Taylor, gifts from their children.  Rev. Taylor left to teach 

at the Andover Theological Seminary, serve on its Board of  
Trustees and also on the board of Phillips Academy, and later was 
the president of the Seminary.  The Taylors are buried in the 
Chapel Cemetery on the academy grounds. 

 
The window design was supported by Rev. Frank Shipman in a 
letter to our trustees dated, “11-X-99”.  “The foundation color 
would be a goldenish-pearl, - I don't know what else to call it.  I 
have seen the glass and it is beautiful.”  “[The Tiffany] name is a 
guarantee of fine glass and good taste.”  “Considering the simple 
nature of the design, …we should have a window that would of-

fend none, and satisfy the eyes of all with its mellow colors and 
quiet richness.”   
 
Though the beauty of the windows has satisfied our eyes, they 
have been criticized for being there at all, honorific, not sacred, 

and, well Tiffany; simply not in the humble Congregational way, 

even though they were created as a loving gift.  It is likely why 
we do not have other such windows, regardless of the cost or 
maker.   
 
The windows do have an error 'written in glass', unfortunately.  
The window gives 1853 as the end of Rev. Taylor's service, but  
he was dismissed on July 19, 1852.  It is easier to fix something 

written in stone that written in Tiffany glass.   
And now you know… 
                               Charlotte Lyons, Historical Committee 

 GRACE NOTES  

Mark your calendars now!  

Rehearsals will begin on 

Wednesday, March 12 (4 weeks) 

at 7:00pm in the Chapel. Grace Notes will sing in 

Worship on April 6.  All are welcome to join this 

ensemble for women's voices. No experience  

necessary. 

 

UNDERSTANDING  

SOUTH CHURCH’s INVESTMENTS 

The Trustees of the Trust Funds invite you to 

meet Doug McClellen, an experienced Registered 

Investment Advisor who serves as our advisor, 

Wednesday, February 12 from 7:00 – 8:00 pm in 

the Church Library.  Doug has helped us write an 

Investment Policy Statement and has restruc-

tured our portfolio to eliminate individual equities 

and bonds in favor of exchange traded funds 

(ETFs) managed by Vanguard.  He will give a 

brief presentation and will be available to answer 

questions.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 

understand the philosophies which guide our in-

vestments and to learn how Doug manages our 

funds.  If you have any questions you’d like to 

submit in advance, please email to 

scand@southchurch.com.  We look forward to 

seeing you Wednesday evening the 12th.  

Debbie Andrews, Dave Floreen and Mike Hawkins 

Registration is OPEN for the annual  

April Youth Mission trip 

 to John’s Island, SC.  

 Instructions are on the website 

 under Youth Groups. 

mailto:mpknowles85@verizon.net?subject=investment%20question
http://www.southchurch.com/youthgroups.htm


 

South Church In Andover  
is an Open and Affirming Congregation 

of the United Church of Christ  

 

ALL MEMBERS ARE MINISTERS 

Reverend Laura Biddle, Pastor 

Sherry Tupper, Minister of Visitation 

Terry Ebner,  Minister of Spiritual Formation 

Laura Weiss, Minister of Music  

Linda Francalancia Hacker, Office Administrator 

Diane Morris,  Admin. Assistant & Webmaster 

Andrew Harris, Youth Program Coordinator 

Dave Stanwood, Sexton 

Joanne Smith, Finance Administrator 

David Welbourn, Moderator 

Anne Hemmer, Treasurer  

 

Phone: 978-475-0321 
www.southchurch.com 

scand@southchurch.com 

 

Article submission deadline for the March issue:   

February 20! 


