
This is an exciting time in the life of this congregation. You have a new Senior Pastor joining you shortly. 

You have a dedicated group of parishioners talking creatively about your financial future. You have more 

and more people flowing into the sanctuary as you prepare for the next chapter in your lives.   

With all this focus towards the future of your church, staying in the present time can become a 

challenge. Easter can help!  

Remember, the Jesus-people gathered around him with hopes for a long future with him. They flocked to 

him because he promised a future of freedom and belonging. People who had lived on the outskirts of 

society were now included in the Jesus-circle, where dreams about the future were worth imagining. 

It wasn’t until Jesus broke bread at the Last Supper that the possibility of his suffering and death started 

to sink into their psyches.  “My body will be broken for you. As often as you break bread together, do it 

in remembrance of me.”  And even still, the Jesus people, wanting to keep their eyes on the future, 

denied the possibility of his death.  

But his crucifixion stopped them dead in their tracks; all they could see was an ending.  The crucifixion 

brought them to their knees in the present time. There was no past to speak of; no future to hope for.  

And then silence. The kind of silence that comes with an empty room, an empty mind, an empty 

tomb....silence that is uncomfortable and awkward...SILENCE. 

But wait: a most mystical recovery of dreams, hopes and future possibilities rises before them. The 

resurrection. Jesus, risen from the grave, reminds his followers to be present at all times. No day is 

worth taking for granted. No relationship is worth overlooking. No moment is worth missing.  

Easter reminds us that each day is precious. Don’t miss a thing!!! Easter  inspires us to walk into our 

lives as if every step was the first one for the rest of our lives. 

Yes!! Be excited for what is coming. And YES! Love what IS. God is here and God is coming!  

Be alert. Be aware. Be HERE. 

   Blessings,     

Rev. Laura-B 

_______________________________________ 

To prepare for Easter, please join me and the staff, along with the Deacons, the Sanctuary 

Choir, our youth groups, and some courageous public speakers, for a Maundy Thursday 

dinner and Tenebrae Skit. At 6:00pm  we will share a light meal and then travel 

together into the shadows of the crucifixion for a last supper with Jesus in Fellowship Hall.  

After supper, at 7pm, we will move to the Sanctuary where we will be visited by a 

gathering of the people who lived with and loved Jesus. Children in 5th grade and above 

will enjoy this evening. 
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   SENIOR PASTOR CALLED! 

At the Special Congregational Meeting 

held this past Sunday the congregation 
voted unanimously to call the  
Rev. Dana Allen Walsh  to be our 18th 
Senior Pastor of South Church in Ando-
ver. Dana, her husband Sean and their 
son Leighton will live in the Parsonage 
and begin their ministry here in July.  

See page 2 for more information. 
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HUNGRY? 
How about dinner and a movie!   

On Sunday March 30 at 6:30pm,  

the Board of World Service will have a showing of  

A Place at the Table, an award-winning documentary 

on the causes and consequences of hunger in America. 

Pizza will be provided and we will have a brief discus-

sion following the movie.  A RSVP to Emily Strong 

would be helpful, efs422@yahoo.com.  Hope you can 

join us! 

 

GRADUATES 

The Graduates will gather 

together on Saturday, April 5 

at 11:30 am for lunch, trivia and a musical program.  

Anyone 50 or older is welcome to join us!  Please 

make reservations for lunch and transportation if 

needed with Margaret Foster.  If you are only coming 

for the program, please arrive after 12:30 pm for a 

12:45 pm program start time.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday, April 13 

Worship 10:30 am  

Wednesday April 16 
JESUS LIVES! 

A walk through Holy Week and  

Busy Bunny’s Easter Egg Hunt  

Intergenerational event 4:00—6:00 pm 

Worship at Edgewood 7:30 pm 

Maundy Thursday, April 17 

Simple Supper in Fellowship Hall 6:00 pm 

Tenebrae Service in Sanctuary 7:00 pm 

Good Friday, April 18 

Ecumenical Prayer Walk 
8:30 – 10:00 am 

(leaves from  St. Augustine’s Church) 

Prayers in the Chapel 

12:00—1:00 pm 

Easter Sunday April 20 

Sunrise Service 6:30 am  

at Missionary Rock, Phillips Academy 

Worship  9:00 & 10:30 am 
Children are welcome at all Easter Services. 

No Sunday School classes 
Infant care at 9:00 & 10:30 

The Rev. Dana Allen Walsh 

South Church’s 18th Senior Pastor 

“Thank you, thank you, thank you!  I’m still glowing! I feel like the luckiest 

person in the world that I’ve been called as the 18th Senior Pastor to South 

Church.  It was such joy to meet the congregation over the weekend and 

experience the warmth, enthusiasm, and energy of everyone I encoun-

tered.  I’m amazed by how connected people are to one another and how 

invested they are in the church.  I’m eager to get started in July.  Sean and 

his mother remarked over and over again about how easy people were to 

talk to and what a fun, positive spirit prevails in the community.”  

              Reverend Dana Allen Walsh 

 

The Senior Pastor Search Committee sends its deep appreciation to all members of our wonderful congregation who 

made last weekend so memorable.  Attendance at each event and in Church on Sunday was more than we could have 

hoped for.  And the embrace offered to Dana, including singing Happy Birthday to her when we learned at the end of 

Fellowship Hour that it was her 33rd birthday, surpassed anything we could have imagined.  We also appreciated the 

thoughtful comments and questions during the Congregational Meeting. We were each especially moved as our youth 

spoke so eloquently from the balcony.  Our next activity will be to begin work on preparing the Parsonage to be as  

welcoming to Dana, Sean and Leighton as it can be…stay tuned! 

Debbie Andrews, Thomas Arnold, Co-chairs, 

Priscilla Bartle, Jennifer Bouchard, Carrie Fittz, Andrew Harris, 

Cindy Ozirsky, Eric Stubenhaus and William Wood 

mailto:efs422@yahoo.com?subject=A%20place%20at%20the%20table
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Our sympathy to Bob Cole on the death of his wife 

Audrey Cole. Church members Bob and Audrey, moved 

to GA in the fall of 2013.  Address:  108 Church St. Apt. 

215, Hiawassee, GA  30546 

Our sympathy to Kate Kallis on the death of friend,  

Don Edwards, on February 11 in Hingham, MA 

Our sympathy to Laura, Iric, Peter, Liam and Georgia 

Rex on the death of  Laura’s father Andrew Kiezulas. 

Our sympathy to Evonne Yang and family on the recent 

death of friend, Grandma Lina Fu in Washington, D.C. 

We rejoice in the birth of  Robyn Cutts, born on March 9  

to  Erin Morrison and Matthew Cutts.  Grandparents are 

Jeff and Becky Cutts.  

Congratulations to Charlotte Lyons, our South Church 

historian, who been awarded the  Citizens Who Care  

award from the Andover Rotary Club. 

 

 

IN APPRECIATION 

What can I say! Every time God calls on you to step up 

for someone who could use extra prayers, you show that 

you have an endless amount to give.  Your prayers were 

widely and deeply felt and my gratitude to you is 

forever. Thank you.                                    Josiah Weiss 

 

The 

South Church Steeple  
is lighted in April 
in loving memory  

of  

Rose and Joseph Big  

by their daughter, Susan  Big  

& granddaughter, Alicia Bursey 

& in birthday remembrance  

of 

Rose Ellis 

April 21, 1925 - July 25, 2008 

 by Beth and Lou Poulo  

& in loving memory 

 of  

Nancy Lattanzio  

by all who love and miss her dearly 

& in loving memory  

of’ 

Loved Ones  

by the Ziegenbein, Collins, Kea,  

Flint and Brosnan families 

& in loving memory   

of 

 my dear friend 

Nancy Redman 

by Barbara Kurth 

 

 

NAME BADGE 

Wearing your name badge every Sunday is a  

gracious gift to others.  Badges are located in the 

racks along the hall beside Fellowship Hall.  

 
REMINDER . . . 

There are some in our church family, seniors and 

others, who cannot attend if they are  

unable to find a close parking space.  Each parking 

space marked with a star is reserved on Sundays 

for those folks.  If you can walk easily, please park 

on the street, leaving space in the parking lot for 

those who need it.  



 

Have you considered  

South Church in your will? 

DID YOU KNOW… 

 That Michael Woods found some curious artifacts un-

der the choir loft floor boards between the 3x6 rafters?  

(see related article on page 6) While making a musicians 

area to the left of the organ, Michael found an 1884 

pledge card for a new organ, a crumpled up February 1, 

1885 Boston Herald Sunday front page, an 1864 Indian 

Head penny, and a 1939 penny!  So how did they get 

there, and what was going on in 1885?   

It just so happens that Ron Smith and Laura Weiss 

are working on a complete history of Sacred Music at 

South Church, and they share that a new organ was 

indeed installed in 1885 by Hook and Hastings Church 

Organ Builders of Boston, the premier organ building 

company in the United States.  Ron found the April 16, 

1885 receipt for $2855 for Organ #1259.  That is 

$70,000 in 2014 dollars with a trade in of $350 ($8,400) 

for the 1865 organ, which probably was a replacement 

of the original organ installed in 1835. 

The 1884 pledge card is in two parts, one for the pledge, 

and one explaining the need and procedure for procuring 

these funds.  The amount pledged is $150, or $3,600 

today by Alva Dean Alderman from Marietta, Ohio.  It 

turns out that Alva was a senior at Phillips Academy!  

The 23 year old studied a 'literary and scientific course'.  

He was the son of a newspaper man and after PA he 

took over the reporting duties at the paper and later the 

company when his father died.  Alva was a respected 

community leader in shaping the town of Marietta. 

The second half of the pledge card asks to “Give with a 

liberal hand,” noting that an Organ Sociable was to be 

held where all envelopes would “be opened, and the 

amount noted and the result announced.”  Apparently 

this conscription method was successful.  The members 

of The Committee, George A. Parker,    Sanford K. 

Goldsmith, and James J. Abbott (all buried in the 

cemetery) purchased an   “Organ to gratify the heart 

and ear of all.” 

The introduction of an organ forever changed the 

presentation of sacred music.  Laura notes, "Due to its 

simultaneous ability to provide a musical foundation be-

low the vocal register, support in the vocal register, and 

increased brightness above the vocal register, the organ 

is ideally suited to accompany a choir of human voices."   

And now you know… 

                 Charlotte Lyons, Historical Committee 
 

P.S.  George A. Parker’s mother is Mary Louise Parker, 

one of the many ‘celebrities’ in the cemetery.  

And now you know more… 

Spring Awakening!   

                   Loving Literacy! 

And it’s time to weed! Won’t you please con-
tribute to Loving Literacy by donating your 
children’s “outgrown” books to needy children 
who have limited access to the magical world 
of books?  The books should be in good condi-

tion for ages Infant/Toddler through 8th grade.    
Email Shirley Stratton, sstratto@earthlink.net 
for further information.  Loving Literacy book donations may 

be left in the blue box by the nursery.  
The drive will end on Sunday April 6! 
Thank you. 

 Board of Women’s Ministry 
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mailto:sstratto@earthlink.net?subject=loving%20literacy


 A WORD FROM TERRY…  
  Sunday School 

 CLASSROOM SPOTLIGHT 

The 3rd and 4th grade Sunday School Class is quite an ac-

tive class!  We have been busy this winter reading and 

learning about the book of John.  We have learned that 

the Gospel is full of symbolism:  Jesus is the Bread of 

Life, Light of the World, Good Shepherd, and The Way, 

The Truth, and The Life.  We know that Jesus has many 

names such as Lamb of God, Messiah, Rabbi, Son of God. 

Sometimes bible stories make sense and sometimes they 

are difficult to understand, but we have read about The 

Light in the Darkness, The Miracle at Cana, Jesus and the 

Samaritan woman, and about feeding the hungry.  Our 

bible memory passage was a tricky one but we tried our 

best to understand it.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning 

with God. All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being.  What has 

come into being in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it.       John 1:1-5 

We will continue to read stories from the book of John 

through the spring and learn how to walk in God’s Light. 

The 3rd / 4th grade team 

Janet Clarke, Heather Harris,  
Kerianne Harris, Allison Mazzarella 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 

Sunday School is beginning the Gospel of John’s passion 

narrative: Jesus raises Lazarus, Mary anoints Jesus’ 

feet, Jesus washes his disciples’ feet and shares his last 

meal with them.  He assures his friends that although he 

must leave them, he will sent the Advocate/Comforter, 

the Holy Spirit. He urges them to keep his command-

ments and, above all, to love one another.  Teachers will 

share the story of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrec-

tion with their class in age-appropriate ways, as they 

reflect on both his suffering and his glory and ponder  

on what his teachings might mean to us today.   

In the final chapter of John, the resurrected Christ ap-

pears to the disciples reminding them to “feed my 

sheep.”  Children and youth will consider various aspects 

of caring and ministering as Christ’s hands and feet in 

the world which God loved so dearly.  We will begin a 

special 3-week unit after Easter, “Sharing and Caring for 

God’s Creation,” with the Green Team’s involvement in a 

Children’s Worship Service the beginning of May.   

 

FAITH FORUMS 
A discussion/study of the Gospel of John continues.  No 
matter where you are in your faith journey, all are wel-
come to join us in the library on Sunday at 9:15am. 

April  6—The Beloved Community: Leadership Among 
             the Disciples Whom Jesus Loves 

April 13—Multiple Modes of Knowing: Easter in John 

A new topic begins after Easter (watch for details).  

 

     HEIFER PROJECT UPDATE 

Sunday School children have 

raised $835.40 as of March 17!  

We’ll celebrate when we reach the 

$1,000 goal, but we won’t stop 

there as we go for the moon and 

try to increase this by 20%.    

         “Together we can make cows fly!” 
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“TALKABOUT” THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

TOPIC OF THE WEEK AT HOME 

See the Sunday School Gather ‘Round calendar 

for the  Spring here.   

Jesus Lives!  A Walk Through Holy Week 
& Busy Bunny’s Easter Egg Hunt 

Wed. April 16  4:00-6:00 pm 

An Intergenerational Event!  The Board of Christian Educa-

tion invites children to come with their parents, bring their 

friends, and hop on over to South Church for a program 

intended to help them better understand the events sur-

rounding Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.  In addition to 

our traditional cemetery Easter Egg Hunt, craft

-making, and storytelling, all will have a 

chance to participate in an interactive journey 

with Jesus and his disciples to Jerusalem.  

Leadership roles and numerous volunteer op-

portunities for 5th graders and up are availa-

ble.  Contact Terry Ebner to register and or 

volunteer, tebner@southchurch.com. 

CALL FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

FOR NEXT YEAR! 

It’s time to put together a fantastic team of teachers for 

next year’s Sunday School program.  Please pray for our 

church school and consider how you might contribute your 

unique gifts toward the spiritual formation of our children 

and youth.  Remember those who inspired your own faith 

journey and pass it on, knowing it only takes a tiny spark 

to get the flames of faith started!  The Board of Christian 

Education begins its Call for Teachers on Palm Sunday.     

http://southchurch.com/Images/Spring2014TalkaboutCalendar.pdf
mailto:tebner@southchurch.com?subject=holy%20week%20program


A Message from the Minister of Music 

Organ Update 

In the past few years, our organ has been struggling with 

“more frequent than usual” ciphers, and struggles to main-

tain its tuning. Last year, we pursued Andover Organ Compa-

ny, (AOC) who regularly preforms maintenance of our instru-

ment in an attempt to get to the bottom of these 

issues. We wanted to improve upon the reliability of the 

instrument.  We felt (as did AOC) that some comprehensive 

action adjustments to the instrument might relieve friction, 

improving the floating mechanism inside of the instrument (a 

suggested root for the issues). We employed AOC to address 

the situation. 

Unfortunately, due to the  highly unusual fluctuations in the 

temperature of the sanctuary throughout the season last 

year (our heating system needed to be replaced), this pro-

longed an investigative diagnostic search as the organ cannot 

be worked on in such conditions. In October, 2013, we were 

able to finally resume work. 

After a review of our instrument in its current state, AOC 

feels that we should make sweeping changes to the overall 

design of the instrument. They believe  our organ contains 

"design flaws accentuated by structural movements in the 

building". To date, we have been billed $1,500 of the 

$12,500 contract price originally stated by AOC.  

Upon discussing this issue with the music committee, we de-

cided to seek a second opinion. Recently, I had the oppor-

tunity to meet with George Bozeman Jr. who designed the 

rebuild of our organ in the 1980s. He graciously visited us 

from New Hampshire and has agreed to take on this investi-

gative work (coming out of retirement) with a new colleague 

of his. We are delighted and honored to work with  

Mr. Bozeman and  feel  this is a much more conservative  

approach than the suggested options from AOC.  Mr. Bo-

zeman anticipates beginning work on our organ in the spring. 

This work should not impact worship in any way.  Stay tuned 

for updates and information later this spring.      

        Laura Weiss 

 

   UNDIES SUNDAYS 

Diaper Drive and Undies Sundays in 

Lent continues until  April 13.  

MOST needed: diapers and pull ups 

of ALL sizes, NEW children’s underwear in SMALL siz-

es only, and monetary donations, coupons dated after 

April 20, 2014 for purchase of same.  No government 

program assisting families provides funds specifically 

for diapers, and with cuts in food stamps, families are 

in DIRE NEED of diapers!  Communities Together dis-

tributes to approximately 10 local social service agen-

cies in the Merrimack Valley serving families in need.  

Bring diapers and undies donations to church and 

drop off in the box outside the Nursery.   

Mail monetary donations and coupons to: 

         Communities Together,  

         PO Box 276 

         Lawrence, MA 01841 

    

STEEPLE   

LIGHTING 

Did you know you could help to light our beautiful 

South Church steeple at night with a donation of $25. 

This includes a memorial dedication  for a loved one 

in the monthly newsletter. (see dedications on page 

4) Please contact Ted Nowell at   fnnjr@hotmail.com 

or  978-475-5141.  

 

Balcony Remodeled! 

A new project is a-foot (pun attended). We  

recently hired  Michael Woods to restructure 

our balcony on the left side of the organ. Due 

to an increase in the number of instrumental 

musicians and vocalists and a need for a more 

diverse space, we took out a few pews to  the 

left of the organ  resulting  in a better layout. 

Thanks to the incredible flexibility of Tom  

Appleton and the sound team, the masterful  

carpentry of  Michael Woods, and the support 

of the trustees, we now have a wonderful new 

area to work with in the balcony. Many thanks 

to everyone involved.  Be sure to take a look! 

              Laura Weiss 
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   MISSION MOMENT 

Every spring, our Easter offering is sent to organizations beyond our local church  

community to fulfill our commitment to advance the world-wide Kingdom of God by  

caring for His people throughout the world.  This year, the Board of World Service’s 

theme is HOPE and we have selected two organizations, Honduras Hope and Wells Bring 

Hope, both of which help families in very needy parts of the world.  Last month, you 

read about Ellen Arvidson’s trip to Honduras bringing our prayers and gifts to promote 

health, education and nutrition to the local tribes.  

This month, we would like to call your attention to Wells Bring Hope, a partner of World 

Vision and an organization that uses 100% of all donations directly to drill wells in Niger, West Africa; the second poorest 

country in the world.  All administrative expenses are funded separately by individual and corporate sponsors.  The 

World Health Organization notes that “no other humanitarian intervention produces a more dramatic effect on life than 

access to safe water and sanitization”.   

In order to provide water for their families, women and girls 

in Niger walk 4-6 miles every day carrying about 40 pounds 

of water on their heads.  Because of this back-breaking task, 

girls do not have the opportunity to go to school. The water 

that they carry comes from open wells or shallow pools that 

are shared with animals and is dirty, unsafe, and often 

deadly.  Currently, 1 out of 4 children in Niger dies before 

the age of 5, 85% of the women cannot read and write, and 

the average life expectancy is 53 years.   

A clean-water well transforms an entire community instantly 

and Wells Bring Hope partners with World Vision who match-

es donations dollar for dollar and continues to work with the 

village for over 15 years.  World Vision focuses on educating 

villagers about good sanitation, hygiene, well maintenance 

and drip farming, and also provides micro-loans for women 

to start their own businesses, all interventions that help the 

village to become self-sustaining.  

The immediate impact of a well is in bringing health and hope for the future to the village.   

Access to clean drinking water results in an over 65% drop in childhood mortality, the elimina-

tion of water-borne illnesses, and education becomes a reality for girls. 

The Board of World Service collected approximately half the funds for drilling a well with our 

sale of Christmas cards.  We HOPE to complete the well in April with your generous assistance 

through our Easter offering.   

For more information on Wells Bring Hope, visit their web site here. 

http://www.wellsbringhope.org/home.php                            

         Board of World Service 

SERVE THOSE IN GREATEST NEED  

                       Cor Unum Meal Center Breakfast Service  

                          Saturday June 7 from 5:45 am to 8:30 am  

The Board of World Service is looking for 8-10 volunteers, ages 12+ to join 

BWS members for a brief EARLY morning service trip to help feed hungry  

families in Lawrence. Cor Unum Meal Center serves hundreds of children and 

adults 7 days a week, 365 days a year. The beautifully designed facilities,  

restaurant-style setting, and volunteer wait staff are a dignified and loving 

way to feed those who have the least.   

Contact: Stephanie Aude  at stephanieaude@gmail.com or 978-821-2033. 

http://www.wellsbringhope.org/home.php
http://www.wellsbringhope.org/home.php
mailto:stephanieaude@gmail.com?subject=Cor%20Unum


South Church In Andover  
is an Open and Affirming Congregation 

of the United Church of Christ  

 

ALL MEMBERS ARE MINISTERS 

Reverend Laura Biddle, Pastor 

Sherry Tupper, Minister of Visitation 

Terry Ebner,  Minister of Spiritual Formation 

Laura Weiss, Minister of Music  

Linda Francalancia Hacker, Office Administrator 

Diane Morris,  Admin. Assistant & Webmaster 

Andrew Harris, Youth Program Coordinator 

Dave Stanwood, Sexton 

Joanne Smith, Finance Administrator 

David Welbourn, Moderator 

Anne Hemmer, Treasurer  

 

Phone: 978-475-0321 
www.southchurch.com 

scand@southchurch.com 
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