
A New Youth Minister for South Church in Andover 

 

South Church in Andover, a vibrant, faithful, and welcoming congregation of the UCC, seeks an 

enthusiastic, energetic Youth Minister with a strong Christian faith to lead our award-winning program 

for middle and high school youth.   

 

The primary focus will be to enhance this program’s lasting impact on the faith, maturation, 

relationships and joy of young people throughout the congregation and community, with special 

attention to missions and service. The Youth Minister will be responsible for leading (and engaging 

youth and adults in the leadership of) fellowship, worship, retreats, Christian education, youth mission 

trip(s), and our award-winning service-based summer program.  The Youth Minister will participate in 

the 9th grade confirmation class with a focus on developing strong relationships while supporting the 

youth in their journey of faith and spirituality.   

 

We seek a dynamic and innovative leader experienced in and devoted to working with youth, 

someone with a commitment to teamwork in collaborating with the church staff and an ability to 

communicate well across generations.  This person will work closely with the South Church Board of 

Youth Ministries, the Deacons and the Senior Pastor to grow and improve the program and ensure 

that it is very well integrated with all other church activities.  Parent engagement is strong and 

supportive. You will begin ministry here at the same time as our new Senior Pastor and new Associate 

Pastor, in a multigenerational 304-year old, 700-member O&A congregation. 

 

This is a half-time appointment for one year, to start no later than September 1. We are all committed 

to your success and if things go well throughout the year there will be opportunity for you and the 

congregation to establish a longer-term and fuller-time appointment. 

 

Nominations are welcome, and applications should be sent to youthsearch@southchurch.com with 

your resume, a thoughtful cover letter, and your statement of faith. Other supporting materials are 

welcome.  Review of credentials will begin July 15 and subsequent interviews and reference checks 

will continue until a new Youth Minister is chosen. We hope you will be an applicant, we’re as eager 

to make a happy match as you are, and we wish you grace as we discern together God’s purpose 

for this important role. 

 

This role depends upon several qualifications in addition to faith, personal warmth, and understanding 

of this stage of young people’s personal development: 

 Bachelor’s Degree required; Seminary education preferred or equivalent theological studies, 

perhaps in progress 

 Experience working with youth and success creating lasting youth engagement and growth 

 Important attributes include strong teamwork and organizational skills, facility with social 

media, conflict resolution skills 

 Willingness to work flexible hours including weeknights, weekends, occasional overnights and 

an extended week long mission trip 
 



CHURCH PROFILE SUMMARY 

 

Date:  September 26, 2013 
Name of Church & Location: South Church:  Andover, Massachusetts 

 

 

 #Church 

Members 

Average Worship 

Attendance 

CE Enrollment/ 

Avg. Participation 

Confirmation Class Adult Education 

Participation 

700 287 200/80 25-30 35-40 

 

 

2012 

Annual 

Giving 

2012 

Operating  

Budget 

2012         

Mission     

Giving 

Reserves & 

Endowments 

Compensation being offered 

$664,550 658,600 $62,900 $126,866/$2,500,000 Conference Guidelines 

 

 

Brief Description of the congregation and setting: 

Located in the historic town of Andover, South Church serves members and neighbors across the Merrimack Valley while 

contributing to the Boston area’s cutting-edge energy and deep historical roots.  Our educational roots extend from the 

Congregationalist founding of Andover Theological Seminary and the development of Phillips Academy to the strong 

public school system the town enjoys today. We are a lively congregation of close to 700 members, with about 300 

usually attending our Sunday worship service. South Church expresses its ministry through many channels: an 

uplifting youth group and its missions; a flourishing music program; an environmentally engaged Green Team; 

the curatorship of our cemetery as a remarkable piece of American history; our journey as an open and 

affirming congregation pursuing welcome and social justice. We thrive on many different energies, ambitions, 

and calls, sustained by the genuine connections among us— our roots grow together as we branch outwards. 

 

Brief Statement on Leadership in Ministry: 

The engaging preacher and creative facilitator we are seeking as our 18
th

 Senior Pastor will work toward South 

Church’s greater depth and reach as a community of faith. South Church has a tradition of strong committees 

and lay initiative, with an array of gifts and talents called into service within and beyond the church’s walls. The 

congregation expects its Senior Pastor to work closely with lay leadership, while discerning the growing edges 

that call members toward increased collaboration, courage, and reflection. We hope the Senior Pastor can speak 

to a broad spectrum of searches and struggles, including those “spiritual but not religious” and others seeking 

purpose and connection for their families and themselves. As a model of devotional sincerity, intellectual 

integrity, and inspired service, such a leader will help us pass on the promise and reality of faith to our youth, 

whose enthusiasm and inquiries have long been a pillar of South Church’s activities. South Church as a whole is 

eager to learn from an open-hearted, challenging teacher whose insight takes root through compassionate 

connection and sincere reflection. 
  

Why you should consider us! 

We are an open and affirming, Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God and the vitality of 

practical, reflective, compassionate discipleship. We seek to learn and grow together in the Holy Spirit, 

allowing the Scriptures to guide our faith and our daily lives. We seek to respond faithfully to God's call for 

justice for all creation, striving to embody Jesus' model of loving acceptance and boundless welcome. We break 

bread resolving to become better members of Christ’s body, plan better stewardship of the earth under a solar-

paneled roof, and sing in grateful worship about what God’s love can bring next. 
 

For more information, contact : youthsearch@southchurch.com. 

mailto:youthsearch@southchurch.com

