
 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOUTH CHURCH IN ANDOVER 
STATEMENT OF WELCOME 

 

Welcome to South Church! We are glad you are here. We are a 
Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God.  
Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound 
together in Christ.  We recognize the uniqueness of every 
individual as God's beloved child.  We seek to respond faithfully 
to God's call for justice for all creation.  We strive in word and 
deed to be faithful to Jesus' model of loving acceptance.  We 
seek to create a sanctuary where all will know they are 
welcomed and included. 

You are welcomed, no matter your age, gender, gender identity, 
gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, race and 
ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, 
into the full life and ministry of South Church, including worship, 
sacraments and rites. 

Join us as we grow together in God's love. 
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Dear friend, 
 

Opportunities! What a wonderful word to describe the full and diverse menu of 

adventures that undergird our life of faith together.  YOU are welcome here and you are 
invited to participate actively in opportunities for… 
 

Spiritual renewal:  Grow to know God better and to love God more, 
 

Learn about your faith and how faith informs your views on contemporary issues, 
 

Service:  Give back and lift a burden for another who is hurting or in need, 
 

Music:  the joy of being part of a musical organization and making music for the 
glory of God, 

 

Children and youth:  this is a church for children and youth, where they are 
valued, cherished, included, and welcomed, 

 

Fellowship, support for one another, and fun:  to deepen old friendships and to 
make new friends, in this community of faith which is like another family,  

 

Worship:  The hub of our wheel is the worship of God.  Everything else is a 
valued and important spoke, radiating from the center of what must be our 
most important commitment:  to do all to the glory of God. 

 

 Christianity is not a spectator sport.  You are meant to participate.  In the process, 
I hope you will find your life enriched, your mind challenged, and your spirit renewed. 
 
    Yours in faith, 
 
    John Zehring, Senior Pastor 
 



 

 

     SOUTH CHURCH COUNCIL 
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
 Worship services are held in the Sanctuary every Sunday at 10:30 am (summer at 
9:30 a.m.) as well as special services on Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday and Maundy 
Thursday.  South Church is active in the community’s interfaith services at Thanksgiving, 
participates in a pulpit exchange with Temple Emanuel in January, and holds special 
services as needed like the Prayers for the People, Animals of the Gulf, or the Blue 
Christmas service.  

 Our services seek to relate the bible to everyday needs and current events as well 
as provide a balance of music which appeals to a wide range in tastes.  You will discover 
a beautiful interweaving of music, teaching, learning, and spoken word as the Pastor, the 
Minister of Music, the Minister of Spiritual Formation and the Minister of Visitation team up 
to combine efforts to prepare for you a worship service that is well-prepared and blends 
together the important seeds of our faith. South Church is a church for children where 
children are welcomed, valued, cherished and included.  South Church is proudly   an 
Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ and welcomes all no 
matter your age, gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital 
status, race and ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic circumstance:  YOU are 
welcome here! 

Come to worship expecting to encounter God.   Worship must be the #1 priority 
and commitment of South Church. 

Come to find comfort, peace, refreshment of the spirit, inspiration, strength,  
and thought-provoking messages. 

Come to discover what the Lord requires of you…  
to do justice,  
to love kindness,  
and to walk humbly with your God. 

Come to an island of peace, where you can fully be yourself, as you are,  
where you are, and be accepted. 

Come to belong to something important…  
a community of faith… 
sharing, caring, and striving to know God better and to love God more. 

       John Zehring 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

 
 
 

BECOMING A MEMBER OF SOUTH CHURCH 
Would you like to join South Church?  New Member Classes are held quarterly, where 
you will have the opportunity to meet with John Zehring and some of the Deacons to learn 
about church membership, to meet other new members, and to decide if you would like to 
become a member. 
   
All you need to do is to attend the class, although it is helpful if you would let the Pastor 
know of your interest. 
 
Day/Time: Sunday following Worship service 
Location:  Chapel (3

rd
 floor, elevator available) 

 
Our first new member class will be held on October 20. Members will be received into 
membership the following Sunday.  
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
Fa, La, La, La….wait a minute!  Isn’t it just September?  That’s true, but our December 
Calendars fill up fast.  We wanted to get a jump start on inviting you to a very special 
music opportunity for everyone at South Church.  This family-friendly event takes place on 
a Saturday in December.  We meet at South Church and drive to the homes of South 
Church members who are otherwise unable to attend services during the Christmas 
season.  We wear antlers, we bring cheer, our singing is……well let’s just say we bring 
cheer!  This is a wonderful ministry at South Church and an opportunity to spread the love 
during the holidays.  All are welcome to attend and many of us carpool.  If you are a 
member of South Church who would like us to come caroling to your neck of the woods or 
to a family member, please do not hesitate to let us know!  Last year we visited 16 homes!   
Contact: Laura Weiss (lweiss@southchurch.com) 

 

   SOUTH CHURCH MUSICAL 

Children of Eden! 
The Performing Arts Group of South Church puts on a fully staged musical yearly.  Past 
performances have included Annie, Seussical, Godspell, The Wizard of Oz, Children of 
Eden, Honk, The Music Man, and Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, 
among others.  This year the show is Children of Eden!  All who wish to participate are 
included, with the requirement of regular attendance at rehearsals.  One of the primary 
goals of this group is family-focused, multi-generational fellowship. Casts include 
members from first grade and older and all musical abilities. Children 10 and under are 
required to have a parent on stage with them.  This major project requires actors, singers, 
dancers, musicians, carpenters, sewers, painters, and lots of organizational people—as 
many as 150 altogether.           
  

All participants must attend auditions to fill out paperwork as assignments to choruses and 
dance groups are based upon numbers, age, size, etc.  Individual tryouts are held for 
featured parts and dance groups. Auditions will be held on December 3 & 4, with 
callbacks on December 7.  Rehearsals begin January 5, 2014.   Watch the church 
newsletter for information. The musical will be performed on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, March 7, 8 and 9, 2014.   
Contact: Director, Linda Zimmerman: 978-771-2353 
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WORSHIP at EDGEWOOD 
Monthly communion services held in the Auditorium at Edgewood Retirement Community, 
North Andover.  Clergy, Deacons and lay leaders participate. Check the church calendar 
for specific dates. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
 

 
 

CHILDREN AND WORSHIP 
Participation in worship is one of the important ways children learn and grow in faith and is 
an integral part of the whole Sunday School program.  In worship we learn to live with 
gratitude for the past goodness of God, in joy as we recognize God’s continuing presence, 
and in hope for a future which will bring God’s purposes to fulfillment.  We learn by 
belonging and participating.  Children need opportunities before they become adults to 
learn not only how we worship, but also to find out what it really means for them. 

During the school year, children, Pre-Kindergarten age and older, attend the first part of 
the Sunday worship service with their families.  They are present for hymn singing and 
special music, prayers, scripture readings, our two sacraments—baptism and communion, 
and a brief children’s sermon.  After the children’s message they are dismissed to their 
Sunday School classrooms.   
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Christian Education Mission Statement 
Christian Education at South Church embraces the tradition of love 
and justice narrated by the Scriptures, embodied in the life of 
Jesus Christ, and sustained by a spirit of radical welcome. We 
nurture the development of faith by encouraging sincere 
contemplation and loving outreach, in order to prepare and 
empower people of all ages to engage in the world in which we 
live.  We celebrate milestones of faith across the continuum of life. 

 

Terry Ebner, Minister of Spiritual Formation 

 



INTERGENERATIONAL & CHILDREN’S 
WORSHIP SERVICES  

Children participate in the entire service during intergenerational worship Sundays.  These 
include Homecoming, the 5pm Christmas Eve Pageant, the Sunday after Christmas 
service, Easter Sunday, and Children’s Celebration Sunday at the end of the school year.  
Nursery care is provided for children under the age of four. 

On the last Sunday of some months, Pre-K through 6th graders participate and take 
leadership in their own worship service in Fellowship Hall.  On these mornings, teachers 
and youth go directly to their classroom at 10:30am, where they prepare for their 
leadership responsibility in the service before coming to Fellowship Hall at 10:45am. This 
year’s Children’s Worship Sundays will take place Oct. 27, Nov. 24, Jan. 26, Feb. 23, Mar. 
30 and June 1.  

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School* is primarily relational – the curriculum is just one of the many “tools” 
teachers use to help their students develop a closer relationship with God as faithful 
disciples of Jesus Christ through their relationship with one another.  “Faith is primarily 
caught, not taught.”  During the fall, our bible-based curriculum focuses on Old Testament 
stories, while winter and spring sessions are devoted to the New Testament.  The 
Seasons of the Church Year and milestones of faith are also emphasized and celebrated.  
 

* Children should attend the same grade in Sunday School as they do in regular school.  

 
As in all loving families, one of our priorities is to make sure each child is well cared for 
and safe.  In compliance with our Safe Church Policy,    church school teachers and other 
children/youth ministry volunteers must submit a CORI application.  We also require at 
least two adults to be in each classroom when children are present.  In addition, our class 
sizes necessitate we pay special attention to a few details concerning arrival and 
dismissal policies to ensure the children’s safety and parental peace of mind.             
 

 
ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL 

Pre-Kindergarten thru High School start out in worship before being dismissed to Sunday 
School at approximately 10:45am, right after the children’s message. 
 

Sunday School usually lasts until 11:45am.  Only those in Grades 5-12 are dismissed 
from their classrooms at 11:45am without their parents present.  Young children in 
Nursery – Grade 4 should be picked up by a parent or authorized person right after 
worship. 
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MUSICAL EVENTS 
There are additional opportunities throughout the year, including the following events that 
are currently scheduled: 

     JAZZ DISCIPLES 

Does Dixieland make your toes tap? Do you melt when you hear a soft ballad backed by 
 a smooth rhythm section? How about a sultry voice backed by a stellar horn section? 
That is our Jazz Disciples here at South Church!  Consisting of piano, guitar, bass, drums, 
trombone, vocals, tenor sax, and trumpet, this group participates in a number of church 
services throughout the year. This vibrant ensemble was created after a mission trip to  
the devastated post-Hurricane Katrina south land, and has expanded its reach into the 
community, performing regularly at public events, nursing homes, and private parties.  
Repertoire ranges from “Do You Know What It Means to Miss New Orleans” to “Basin 
Street Blues” and a re-energized rendition of “Stand By Me”.  Check us out! 

Day/Time: Wednesday 7:30pm (twice monthly)  
Location:  Music Room 
Contacts: Dave Hastings, dhasting@hsph.harvard.edu 
       April Foley, aprilfoley@comcast.net 

 
OPEN MIC NIGHT 

It’s our own America’s Got Talent!  The whole church is invited to participate in our third 
Open Mic Night!  Please come share your art, your stories, your crafts, your acting…from 
the strange to the exciting!  All acts welcome.  Everyone has some kind of talent….let’s 
share it with one another! 
Date/Time: Monday, October 21, 7:00pm 
Location: Fellowship Hall 
Contact: Laura Weiss, lweiss@southchurch.com  

 
MUSICAL SHOWCASE 

Once a year an afternoon of music is offered by our amateur musicians.  This informal 
program for family and friends and for each other includes beginners as well as 
accomplished musicians.  All who wish to participate are included! 

       Date/Time: Sunday, November 3, 2:30pm 
                Location: Sanctuary 

Contact: Ron Dann, 978-470-2797 
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JUBILATION RINGERS 
Our Handbell ensemble, the Jubilation Ringers, is welcoming any and all to join in the fun!  
Our current ages range from High School to Retired.  This group plays 3 Octaves of a set 
of English Handbells and is now playing chimes, mallets, and percussion!  Handbells are 
one of the most accessible instruments for the “non-musician” and our ringers come from 
a wide variety of backgrounds and musical abilities.  Many of our ringers have no 
experience playing an instrument at all; yet provide glorious, polished music that enriches 
our worship services several Sundays throughout the year.  Our repertoire is Christian 
and Classical in nature, exciting in performance!  Come join in the fun at any of our 
rehearsals. 
Day/Time: Thursday 6-7:30 pm  
Location: Music Room  
Contact: Laura Weiss, lweiss@southchurch.com 

 
 
 

PENTECOSTAL PICKERS  
The Pentecostal Pickers is a rockabilly/folk/bluegrass guitar and rhythm ensemble that 
started 3 years ago.  This group is full of spunk and contributes regularly to our more 
contemporary worship music.  We are currently looking for a drummer and always looking 
for more instruments to join in the fun.  This group participates in Cupid’s Cabaret (our 
youth fundraiser), Blue Christmas service, Open Mics, as well as events outside of South 
Church as well.  Consisting of acoustic and electric guitar, bass, keyboards, vocal, and 
drums, this small ensemble brings a big sound to our Sunday morning worship!  
Repertoire may include simple support of hymns and service music or enriching our 
worship experience with the Beatles, Jim Croce, or Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young.  
There is no limit to the creative energy of this group! 
Day: Twice Monthly, usually Monday  
Location:  Music Room 
Contact:  Laura Weiss, lweiss@southchurch.com or  
     Martin McGrath, martinpmcgrath@msn.com 
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NURSERY (birth to 4 years) 
Nursery care is available for children up to 4 years old and is staffed by our nursery 
caregiver, Ann Ramsey. Our volunteer nursery coordinators recruit parents and other 
members of the congregation to help in the nursery each week.  Suzanne, along with our 
many volunteers, do their very best to ensure a loving environment for our youngest 
members.  In addition to registering their child for the nursery, parents are encouraged to 
complete an information sheet yearly so that our staff and volunteers will know how to 
best care for their little one.  
 

1. Nursery aged children are expected to arrive and depart the classroom attended 
by a parent or responsible adult or sibling. 

2. The child’s name, parents’ name, and the location where they usually sit in the 
sanctuary are written in the “Sign-in Book.”   

3. A beeper system is available in the nursery for parents who are concerned 
about their child’s separation anxiety, health issues, or other worries. 

4. Children must be picked up immediately after worship.  Before departing, the 
responsible person initials their name in the “Sign-In Book.” 

 

 
NURSERY ROCKERS 

Remembering our baptismal promise… Please consider being a nursery rocker in the 
Nursery during church worship hour.  Volunteer “rockers” will assist nursery caretakers 
and parents, so the responsibility is simply to rock a little one or perhaps read a story and 
share this special connection with the youngest members of our church family. 

 
 

PRESCHOOL – 6TH GRADE 
We are pleased to continue for a second year our new curriculum, Gather ‘Round: 
Hearing and Sharing God’s Good News. This program nurtures children and youth to 
become followers of Jesus: people who know and love God, interpret God’s word, belong 
to God’s gathered community, and share God’s good news.  Based on a four-year Bible 
outline, all hear the same story each week, with texts abridged in age-appropriate ways 
for younger children.  Various options for learning draw on a variety of intelligences, so 
that all have the opportunity to use their core strengths to develop other intelligences as 
well.  Open-ended conversation starters and a strong peace and justice component make 
this curriculum a good fit for South Church! 

Continues... 
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In addition, a church/home connection is provided through the Talkabout, a weekly 
bulletin insert/monthly calendar which includes conversation starters, activities, prayers, 
and Bible trivia all based on the Bible story explored each week.  The church/home 
connection is further enhanced when parents teach or assist in their child’s classroom.  
We ask that all parents assist twice each season during the school year in their 
child’s class.  This year’s units include: 

Fall       - God’s People: Scattered & Gathered 
Winter -  Meet Jesus the Messiah: Stories from John 
Spring - Living in the light: Stories from John cont’d, plus a special unit on  
  environmental stewardship.  
   

 

Special topics, projects, and celebrations take place throughout the year in addition to 
regular Sunday school lessons and worship, including: 
 

A celebration party at the beginning of the school year for our Pre-K/Kindergarten 
children who will be presented with a Read and Learn Bible in celebration of their 
entrance (soon to be entrance) to the wonderful world of reading!  In the Fall, they will 
learn about Worship, Baptism, and Communion.   

 
First/Second Graders spend part of the Lenten season learning about prayer and 
memorizing The Lord’s Prayer which they will lead in worship during Lent.  They 
continue to learn about the various aspects of worship and become increasingly 
familiar with our traditions and liturgy. 

 
Third/Fourth Graders are learning about how the Bible came to be and are 
beginning to navigate their way around it.  In the Fall, Third Graders are presented 
with a NRSV Bible in worship as they take leadership in the service and recite Psalm 
23.  They and their families also attend a special pancake breakfast that morning with 
our Senior Pastor, John Zehring.   
 
Fifth/Sixth Graders serve as Acolytes in worship (more information under Acolytes 
section in booklet).  They also take greater leadership during Children’s Worship 
Services and the Sunday School Mission Outreach.   

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Our 7th/8th grade teachers are excited about sharing their faith and passion for teaching 
with this particular age group.  They consult with the church staff to locate biblically-based 
resources that match the maturity level and interests of their students.  Inspiring 
curriculum is important, yet not as important as the relationships that are formed in the 
classroom. Teachers emphasize the Holy Spirit working through people and their lives, 
not the curriculum.   
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YOUTH CHOIR 
The South Church Youth Choir is a vibrant group of singers ranging from grades 3-9.  All 
ability levels are welcome to participate in this fun ensemble that just may surprise you 
with some musical theater, liturgical dance, and even drumming!  Youth singers learn the 
basics of sight-singing, working as an ensemble, and the joy of sharing their voices with 
God in an exciting and team-building environment!  Our Youth Choir also participates in 
outside field trips, fundraisers, collaborations and serves as a strong presence in our 
worship services.  All interested singers may attend any of our rehearsals throughout the 
year.  No prior experience or audition necessary. 
Day/Time: Thursday 4:00 – 5:00pm  
Location: Chapel 
Contact: Laura Weiss, lweiss@southchurch.com  or 
     Heidi Leinbach, heidi.leinbach@gmail.com 

 
 

CAROL CHOIR 
This is a beginning ensemble for pre-kindergarten through 2nd grade.  This group explores 
music through Orff movement, Kodaly solfege, our beautiful Orff instruments, music 
games, story, and unison singing.  Music is related to themes in the Sunday School 
curriculum and Sunday morning worship services.  Parents are occasionally integrated in 
the classroom and young siblings regularly attend as well.  This is a great way to meet 
other parents of young children at South Church.  The Carol Choir participates in Sunday 
worship approximately 4-6 times per year. 
Day/Time: Wednesday 5:00 - 5:45pm  
Location: Chapel 
Contact: Laura Weiss, lweiss@southchurch.com 

 
 

YOUTH CHAMBER ENSEMBLE 
Our Youth Chamber Ensemble is for youth interested in advanced liturgical music and 
difficult part singing.  This small group is reserved for youth with strong musical 
backgrounds and all singers should have an ability to read music and understand basic 
rhythmic notation.  Using a variety of methods (including Kodaly and Orff), youth are 
encouraged to develop their musical skills through rhythmic exercises, solfege, foreign 
language, part singing, and by working on challenging repertoire from various genres.  
This ensemble serves as an additional option to the Youth Choir for those with heartier 
appetites for challenging music! 
Day/Time: Wednesday 6-7:00pm  
Location: Chapel  
Contact: Laura Weiss, lweiss@southchurch.com or 
    Heidi Leinbach, heidi.leinbach@gmail.com 
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MUSIC PROGRAMS 
All Ages 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SANCTUARY CHOIR 
The Sanctuary Choir welcomes adult and high school singers of all backgrounds and 
abilities.  Our ensemble consists of more than 35 dedicated choristers who love to sing to 
the glory of God and to share their ministry through music at South Church.  This group 
values each other’s individual gifts and offerings and works hard to present quality music 
throughout the year.  Rehearsals begin in September, but please feel free to join us any 
Thursday or Sunday!  Repertoire spans the genres ranging from Gwyneth Walker, 
Manhattan Transfer, and Meredith Monk to Major Choral Works from the Contemporaries 
to Bach.  Please drop in and join us! 
Day/Time: Thursday 7:30-9:30pm and Sunday 9:15-10:15am 
Location: Music Room (Thursday), Sanctuary (Sunday) 
Contact: Laura Weiss, lweiss@southchurch.com 
 
 
 
*UCC Daily Devotional 
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HIGH SCHOOL 
High school aged youth are encouraged to attend worship and take leadership in the 
service in a variety of ways.  Opportunities include greeting and ushering, liturgical 
readings, prayers, children’s sermons, drama, storytelling, and special musical offerings.  
They may also join the hand bell and/or Sanctuary Choir. 
 

Youth may also attend a special Sunday School class in the third floor Chapel during the 
Sunday school hour each week, except for the first Sunday of the month, when all stay in 
worship.  Adult facilitators and youth lead thought-provoking discussions about the 
Christian faith and its relationship to life. Various books, videos, news articles, and field 
trips will be used to enhance conversation, spiritual growth, and a sense of community.  

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION OUTREACH 
We encourage our children and youth to experience the blessings of giving by introducing 
outreach and stewardship as part of our response to God’s love.  They can experience 
this in a variety of ways.  In Sunday School a special time is set aside each week for 
prayer, thanking God for our blessings and remembering those in need.  The children are 
encouraged to contribute an offering that they themselves have earned or collected.  
Heifer Project, International is this year’s focus outreach -- Field trips in the works! 

 
 

ACOLYTES 
All children in the fifth and sixth grades are eligible to serve as church acolytes. The office 
of the acolytes was established early in Christian history, around 250 AD.  Samuel is 
considered to have been the first acolyte.  Acolytes in South Church bring Christ’s light in 
the sanctuary to remind us of God’s presence by lighting the altar candles for worship and 
extinguishing them to bring the light out in the world. 
 
Coordinator: Betsy Hopkins    978-470-4701, or   
     elizabeth.hopkins567@gmail.com 

 
 

 
Special programs for children and families take place throughout the year, 

especially during Advent, Christmas and Lenten seasons.   
Check the weekly e-mails and/or monthly newsletter for details. 
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Our Vision for Music 
  

Through our incredibly rich music program, we strive to 
provide opportunities for everyone--young and old--of all 
musical tastes, backgrounds, and abilities.  We know that 
making music together “out of our different cultures, 
languages, backgrounds, and, yes, musical tastes can be a 
radical act.”  But we want it to be said of South Church that we 
are a community that embraces each other.  We want to be 
known as “the kind of place where they joyfully sing one 
another's songs." * 
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YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

The South Church Youth Board seeks to provide opportunities for fellowship, fun, 
learning, and service to the Middle School and High School Youth of South Church and 
the community. The Youth Board looks forward each year to supporting a vital and vibrant 
Youth Program.  

Keep Monday nights for Youth Group!  
Youth Group gatherings are held on Mondays from 7:00-8:30pm High School Youth 
gather on the first and third Mondays of the month, Middle School Youth gather on the 
second and fourth Mondays of the month. If there is no school on a Monday in Andover 
Public Schools, there is typically no Youth Group Meeting that evening.  

The youth continue to enjoy this time of fellowship and relationship building, a time and 
place where many feel they can just be themselves. Many youth invite friends to attend 
youth group activities – church membership is not required. Our youth do a phenomenal 
job of extending South Church’s welcome to the larger community.  

Save these dates: 
Monday, September 9 – Middle School Youth Group.  Middle Schoolers will gather to get 
reacquainted, and plan some of their fall activities. 

Friday, September 13 – SERVICE OPPORTUNITY!  Youth and parent chaperones are 
invited to come play games with children preschool to 4th grade during the Temple 
Emmanuel Yom Kippur service, 5-7:30 pm.  What a fun way to reach out to our local faith 
communities! 

Sunday, September 15 - Youth Car Wash 12:00-1:30pm 
Monday, September 16 – High School Youth Group. High Schoolers will gather to get 
reacquainted, and have fun together. 
Monday, October 21 - OPEN MIC NIGHT (Youth and Adults)  

Beyond the fall, many opportunities for youth fellowship, service, and education fill the 
calendar. Check the weekly e-mails and newsletter for details.  Watch for: more youth 
overnights, Day of Service, Gingerbread House decorating, Youth Christmas Giving 
Event, snow tubing, Sky Zone trampoline adventure and Confirmation Retreat! 
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VISITATION, CARE AND CALLING  
Along with the pastoral staff and the deacons, church volunteers will assist in 
reaching out to South Church members and friends who are in special need, shut-in 
at home, in nursing homes, rehab, or hospitals. Outreach may include visits, meal 
and flower delivery, notes, or other expressions of caring. Training and support will be 
offered to interested persons.  
Contacts:     Deacon Carol Floreen, caroleef12@verizon.net 

Deacon Amy Joyall, amyjoyall@comcast.net 
Minister of Visitation Sherry Tupper, stupper@southchurch.com 
Rev. John Zehring, jzehring@southchurch.com 

 

 

WOMEN’S CONNECTION (WC) 
A social group for South Church women of all ages! Our yearly activities include a Fall 
potluck & fondue party, a December cookie exchange, a late spring Marblehead 
harbor cruise, and an August pool party. We also have signups for walking groups, 
“soup” groups (breakfast, lunch or dinner), a book group and quilt group. No agendas, 
no minutes, no to-do lists—just come and share fellowship! 
Contacts: Diane Morris, acorn99@comcast.net  
      Chris Williams, chris_dibble_williams@yahoo.com 

 

 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 
The annual South Church Women's Retreat will be held on February 7-9, 2014 at 
Glastonbury Abbey in Hingham, MA. Detailed information will be advertised in the 
church newsletter in the months ahead 
Contacts: Jenn Hoeing, Laura Jordan, Chris Williams, or Evonne Yang. 
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HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

The Historical Committee of South Church has the mission to inform the members of 
significant events and themes in our history as a congregation. Our history together is 300 
years long.  In addition we organize, preserve and protect the historical documents and 
artifacts. The committee welcomes anyone who would like to participate. You can help in 
just one project, or several. Meetings are scheduled as needed.  
 

Contacts: Karen VanDoren, 978-475-5935 
      Charlotte Lyons, 978-474-4489 

 

 
MEN’S GROUP 

This diverse group meets EVERY WEDNESDAY except Christmas and New Year’s.  
Subjects for discussion: "Whatever comes on the table"—politics, social issues, church 
happenings, jobs lost, hard decisions, employment opportunities, sports, and more. Have 
a problem or concern?  Men's Group will hear you out and provide helpful solutions. Is 
there something new and/or exciting going on in your life that you want to share? Men’s 
group will cheer you on and offer encouragement. A great mid-week break—fellowship at 
its best!  Everyone welcome! 
Date/Time:  Wednesdays 6:30 to 7:30am 
Location:    Library 
Contacts:   Steve Longo, 978-771-2287 
         Todd Beati, 978-475-4990 

 

 

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Calling all needle crafters - novice to expert…to join in the creation of prayer shawls and 
baby blankets! Stitch by stitch, our mission is to wrap others with love and warmth in times 
of need and celebration.  Monthly meetings are open to all; instructions and patterns for 
prayer shawls are available. Check the church weekly/monthly news publications for 
further details. For those who are unable to join meetings, feel free to create on your own. 
Upon delivery of completed work, please sign the Prayer Shawl log in the church office.  
Contact: Carrie Googins, carriescg@comcast.net or 978-689-8360 
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Service is a key component of our Youth Program 

Our church sends a large, well-prepared, and hardworking team of High School Youth and 
adults on a Mission Trip to John’s Island, South Carolina. The trip is scheduled during 
Public School April vacation week. This week changes lives!  

Service opportunities continue each summer through South Church’s Youth Board’s 
organizing of Summer of Service (SOS), a community service program for middle school 
and high school youth. The Summer of Service program provides real, hands-on 
assistance to organizations that provide charitable social service and seek to correct 
injustice. Watch for registrations in April or May.  

Throughout the year, parents can be involved in Youth Group activities by volunteering 
to chaperone and carpool for events. Be present however you can!  We are so grateful  
to be partnering with you in raising youth, who are shining examples of Christ’s love in  
the world.  

Support 
To support youth service in the community, fundraising is a significant part of the Youth 
Board’s mission each year. Key events are: Fall Car Wash, Apple Pie Baking and Sale, 
Cupid’s Cabaret youth talent show, and intermission snack sales during the South Church 
Players’ musical. We are so grateful each year for the congregation’s continued faith in 
our youth.  Help us keep the “fun” in fundraising!  

Check the South Church calendar at SouthChurch.com for up-to- date scheduling. Youth 
can be friends on Facebook at our South Church Youth Group Facebook Page. Contact 
Brenda Cronin, Chair of Youth Board, at brenda-cronin@comcast.net for info and ways to 
be more involved.  

Finally, we look to inspire the youth to be good to each other, and do all the good they can 
in the world. Our youth continue to inspire the congregation to live Christ-centered lives.  

 

CONFIRMATION 
Ninth grade is a major transitional time for most young people. It is the first real 
opportunity for adult introspection regarding a variety of life decisions. This is also a 
special time for young people to consider the foundations of their faith as they are invited 
to participate in South Church’s confirmation program. Potential Confirmands are given an 
opportunity to explore and deepen their faith as they engage in meaningful discussion, 
exploration of their spirituality, and a variety of challenging and enjoyable activities. 
Former high school Confirmands are also welcome to attend! 

At the end of the program, those who wish to confirm their Christian faith and their 
membership in South Church in Andover will be given a special opportunity to do so with 
the support of the congregation. 

Contact:  Laura Rex, Deacon - 978-470-0447 
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ADULT MINISTRIES 
 

Adult Spiritual Growth 
 
  

FAITH FORUMS: SUNDAY MORNING 
SPIRITUAL STUDY/DISCUSSION 

Join us each Sunday morning before worship for a "wake up" cup of coffee, stimulating 
conversation, and a caring community. 
 

Sept. 8, Homecoming Sunday.  Join us for breakfast in Fellowship Hall, catch up on 
summer happenings, and pick up your book.  we will continue our format with guest 
speakers and topical studies. We are planning to read:   Zealot: The Life and Times of 
Jesus of Nazareth, by Reza Aslan.  
Day: Sunday, beginning Sept. 15 through early June 
Time: 9:15 - 10:15am 
Location: Library 
Facilitators: Deanna Atchison, Janet Clarke, John Roberts, Helen Martin, Terry Ebner,  
and Bill Schroeder 
 
 

 
 
 

INTERGENERATIONAL STUDY at EDGEWOOD 
Our intergenerational study group at Edgewood will resume this Fall, and all are invited to 
join us, whether you reside at Edgewood or elsewhere! We will be studying “The Gospel 
of Matthew” by William Barclay. Come to our first meeting and see what it’s all about! 

 
Date: 2nd & 4th Tuesday monthly - beginning Sept. 24 through early June 
Time: 10:30am -12Noon 
Location: Private dining room at Edgewood Club House, 
       575 Osgood St., No. Andover 
Facilitator: Laura Jordan    978-273-8490 or lauradj813@aol.com 
 

(Group members will also be invited to share leadership if they choose) 
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Adult Fellowship and Support 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Fellowship Committee coordinates a wide range of activities within the church. We 
are the group primarily responsible for the "Fellowship Hour" after services throughout the 
year, offering coffee in the regular season and lemonade and cookies during the summer.  
In addition, the committee comes up with other activities that bring the church together, 
ranging from church dinners, chili cook-offs and other activities that may present 
themselves during the year. We also support other groups within the church when they 
plan activities, such as the all-church picnic at the end of the church school year. If you 
would like to help with any of these activities please contact us.  
Contacts: Alyson Shaw, alyson@yumph.com 

    Seth Holden, seth.holden@asmnet.com 
 
 
 

GRADUATES 
The Graduates (people age 50 and over) enjoy hospitality, entertainment, education, 
service, and fellowship.  We meet monthly on a Saturday from October through April. 
Meetings are announced in the newsletters and Sunday Bulletin, and posted on the 
Graduates’ bulletin board located in the hall by the kitchen. Meetings consist of lunch, 
trivia, and a program. Your input is always welcome. Please join us!   
Location: Fellowship Hall 
Contact: Julie Pike, pikejjep@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

GREEN TEAM 
The Green Team's purpose is to promote good environmental stewardship in the church's 
facilities, and also in our homes and the wider community. The committee works to reduce 
energy consumption and promote the Three R's (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) at the church. 
The committee also works to raise awareness and foster action in regard to the Climate 
Change problem. Last year the Green Team was instrumental in promoting and 
coordinating the installation of solar panels on South Church’s roof.  

Day/Time: Meets 2
nd

 Tuesday of the month, 7:00pm 

Contacts: Candy Dann, cdann681@aol.com 
       Mark Bohrer, markjb57@yahoo.com or greenteam@southchurch.com 
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SPICKET RIVER CLEAN-UP 
Please join the Board of World Service in cleaning up the Spicket River Greenway in 
Lawrence on Saturday, September 21. We will work alongside hundreds of volunteers 
from Lawrence and surrounding communities to help maintain this 'emerald bracelet' that 
connects green space, improves walkability, and creates healthy recreational 
opportunities within the city of Lawrence, MA. The event is from 8am to noon. For more 
information on this event, check out Groundwork Lawrence's page at: 
http://groundworklawrence.org/spicketrivercleanup. 

 
 

LOCAL MISSION SERVICE PROJECTS 
The Board of World Service will organize additional group service projects throughout the 
year to support our local missions and other non-profit organizations. These projects are a 
great way to connect with other members of the congregation while serving our neighbors. 
Watch the church newsletter and BWS bulletin board for information on upcoming 
projects.  
Contacts:  Emily Strong, efs422@yahoo.com or 978-470-0146 
       Ellen Arvidson, ellenarvidson@aol.com or 978-474-0657 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South Church Mission Statement 
South Church is a Christ-centered fellowship which celebrates the love 
of God.  We seek to learn and grow together in the Holy Spirit; to allow 
the Scriptures to guide our faith and our daily lives; and to share with 
others the good news of Jesus Christ in word and deed and substance. 
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Adult Mini-Courses 
 

WORLD RELIGIONS AND “THE WISDOM OF FAITH” 

Join us as we watch and discuss Bill Moyers and Huston Smith’s PBS series “The 
Wisdom of Faith,” which will help us explore the world’s major religions and reflect upon 
their significance for Christian faith, a meaningful life, and a better world. Moyers and 
Smith look at Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Confucianism, Judaism, and Christianity, and 
they draw concluding lessons from the insights and struggles within each of these 
complex traditions. Our own interests, experiences, observations, and questions will 
shape each of the five sessions’ discussion, so bring as many questions as you like .   
(Did early Christians believe in reincarnation? What does jihad really mean? Is there a 
difference between meditation and prayer? How do these religious traditions relate to 
democracy?). 

There is no reading or preparation required to participate in this mini-course— 
 just show up!  

Date/Time: Five Tuesday - October 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29,  7:00 – 9:00pm 
Facilitators: Thomas Arnold, Roxy Barry, and Don Barry 

 
 

WRITING YOUR STATEMENT OF FAITH 
This class for adults will engage you in conversations about what you believe, leading to 
the writing of your own Statement of Faith.  When our Confirmands wrote their Statements 
of Faith, they told about how helpful it was to put it in writing.  You may find it stimulating 
to organize your thoughts and write the foundations that undergird your faith and beliefs. 
Like Planet Fitness, this class is a “judgment-free zone.”  No critics.  You are free to 
express yourself without being judged. 
For the first two classes, we will discuss historic creeds like the Nicene Creed, the 
Apostles’ Creed, the UCC Statement of Faith, and Benjamin Franklin’s Statement of Faith.  
We will also consider the basics of the theology of God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the Bible, 
the Church, Creation, and Heaven.  In the second two weeks, we will present our 
statements to one another, although you have the option to pass on presenting yours if 
you choose. 
OPTIONAL:  If you would like to do some summer reading, I recommend Alister 
McGrath’s Theology:  The Basics.  It is not required for the class, but may be helpful as 
you formulate your own credo. 
Date/Time: Sunday, September 22 & 29, October 6 & 13, 9:00am in the Chapel 
Facilitator: John Zehring 
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PREPARING FOR YOUR OWN 
 FUNERAL SERVICE 

Did you know that you can leave your own written preferences on file in the Church Office 
so that your family will have some idea of what you would like for your own funeral, 
memorial service, or celebration of life?   

Discuss with the Pastor how to leave helpful guidelines to those who will prepare for your 
service someday.  We will converse about preferences for favorite hymns and music, 
scriptures and readings, speakers and eulogies, and extra personal touches to make the 
service fitting.   We will discuss burial vs. cremation, whether to do Service of Committal 
before or after the Celebration of Life, how to handle complicated family situations, and 
even preferences and options for a reception.  Other topics might include how to prepare 
even if you have no idea what you want and how a service can be warmly personal even if 
the one officiating does not know you. 
Date/Time: Sunday, October 20, 9am in the Chapel 
Optional:  October 27 for a second session, (if we need more time). 
Facilitator: John Zehring 
 
 

 

HOW TO CREATE A LIFE OF MEANING 
Jesus taught that we can all live a life of abundance by serving our neighbors and the 
needs of the world with our personal gifts.  Many of us realize how fulfilling such a life 
would be, if we could ever accomplish it.  The problem is that something very important 
gets in the way of achieving such a goal -- our brains.  Our way of thinking and viewing 
the world is our biggest obstacle to achieving our dreams.   
 

But there is hope.  God gave us a uniquely human gift that can put us on the road to our 
preferred future.  Come explore with us how today's brain science and the ministry of 
Jesus give us a roadmap to creating lives of meaning and fulfillment. 
Date/Time: Tuesdays, November 12 & 19 at  7-9pm 
Facilitator: Doug Bate 
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Adult Volunteer Opportunities 
 

 

BREAD & ROSES 

Bread & Roses is a local mission in Lawrence serving a hot meal five nights a week to 
individuals and families. Over the past 3 years, B&R has seen a large increase in the 
number of their guests, particularly at the end of each month. Volunteers from South 
Church prepare and cook a hot meal every 3rd Saturday and 4th Thursday of each month 
from 1:30pm – 2:30pm. We also serve, set up, and wash dishes every 4th Thursday from 
4:30pm – 7:15pm. Three times a year, I send out a volunteer schedule so you can select 
and sign up for dates that work for you.  Individuals and families with younger children can 
sign up to prepare and cook, but you do need to be 16 years or older to serve. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to serve our neighbors in the Merrimack Valley. 
Contact: Rachel Combs, 978-474-0691 or rachcombs@gmail.com 
 

 
DAY OF SERVICE 

Saturday, November 9, will be South Church's 14th annual Day of Service. We will have 
approximately 20 different service projects including sorting donations, cooking meals, 
making crafts, building, raking, visiting, and more. All ages are welcome, so plan to bring 
your family, friends, and neighbors. There is always a wonderful energy around the church 
as we come together as a community to give our time and energy in the service of others. 
The Day of Service kicks off with a continental breakfast and prayer before we head out to 
our various project sites around town. To conclude the experience, we offer a fellowship 
dinner and photo presentation of the day. Project descriptions and sign-up will be online in 
mid-October. Let us honor South Church's long tradition of mission service as we gather 
together to work, to serve, and to strengthen our community.  
Contact: Emily Strong, efs422@yahoo.com or 978-470-0146  
 

 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

The Board of World Service organizes several trips to the Habitat for Humanity worksite in 
Lawrence throughout the year. The Parker Street project is the largest and most 
challenging project that Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity has undertaken. It is still 
over a year from completion. The demolition is complete and now many volunteers are 
needed to work on the interior. The work generally starts at 8am and volunteers may 
commit for a full day or half day of work. Service dates will be advertised in the newsletter 
and on the BWS bulletin board.  
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