
 

 

10:30am December 23, 2012 

 South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 

Christmas Sunday 
Lighting of the Love Candle on the Advent Wreath 

Special music featuring Ed Parker 

 

Opening Psalm 

and Welcome 
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THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

The Exchange of Peace                               
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Prelude Greensleeves/What Child is This?[Vince Giuraldi]       
~ Ed Parker & Laura Weiss 

Meditation: And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was  
no place for them in the inn. (Luke 2:7) 

Church School Lesson: Jesus is born. 

Church School Bible Story: Jesus was born in a Bethlehem stable while Joseph and Mary 
were there registering in a census. An angel told nearby 
shepherds of the birth and they came to see Jesus. 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

~ Caroline Shipley 
The Kingdom of God is near. 
 Show us our shepherd, our shining light,  
 the One who will restore all that is broken. 
This shall be a sign to you. A young woman shall bear a child, 
 and he shall be called Jesus. 
 Jesus is the sign and promise of our salvation. 
He is Emmanuel, God with us. 
 Jesus is our salvation. 
Come, let us worship. God is near. 

Special Music Go Tell It on the Mountain [Traditional]~ Ed Parker & Pentecostal Pickers 

 

 

 

 

*Unison Invocation 

and the  

Lord’s Prayer 

Scripture  

Lighting of the  

Advent Candle 

Congregational  

Sung Response 

*Prayer Response  

*Hymn  

#134 Blue 

Meditation #1  

Special Music  

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

Creator of all worlds, may we enter gently into this holy 
place and this holy time.  All the earth is Yours and all time 
is Yours, although sometimes we treat it as though it was 
ours.  On this Christmas Sunday, we praise you, we 
worship you, and we adore you.   This we pray in the name 
of Jesus, who taught his followers to pray, saying “Our 
Father... (debts)”. 
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(Please remain standing)                                                ~ Terry Ebner 
 
 

Luke 2:1-20 (NT p.44-45)            Linda Mesler, Moderator 

Lighting of the Love candle  
~ Cindy, Tim, Charlotte, John & Phebe Ozirsky 

 

Alleluia 
    I will praise you, alleluia  (repeat) 

[New Century Hymnal #769] 

Hear our prayer, O God, 
Hear our prayer, O God. 
Incline your ear to us, 
and grant us your peace. 

O Little Town of Bethlehem (verses 1 & 2) 

O Little Town of Bethlehem  

Christmas Dinner [Stookey/Words listed on p.6]    

~ Ed Parker with Laura Weiss & Steve Longo 
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Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

 

  INVITATION                                                            

  OFFERTORY Angel Songs [Words & Music by Ed Parker] 

~ Ed Parker with Pentecostal Pickers 

*DOXOLOGY [Thomas Ken]                                                                            

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                       ~ Lynn Welbourn  

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to 

submit into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your 

prayer that God will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and 

ministry of the Church in meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 

 

 

 

 

*Closing Hymn 

#130 Blue 

* All who are able, please stand. 
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Joy to the World (verses 1 & 3) 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

 

 

MORNING PRAYER                 ~ Linda Mesler, Moderator  

Welcome to South Church 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that 
celebrates the love of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one 
body, bound together in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every 
individual as God's beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God's 
call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to 
Jesus' model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all 
will know they are welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter 
your age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, race and ethnicity, 
physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, into the full life 
and ministry of South Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. 
Join us as we grow together in God's love. 

Meditation #2  The stable gets a bum rap  

Special Music  Away in a Manger [Stookey/Words listed on p.6]                                                  ~ Ed Parker 

Meditation #3  Why did he come?  

Musical  

Response 

In the Bleak Midwinter [Traditional]                                             ~ Ed Parker 

Worship Opportunities in December 

Dec. 24 3:00pm  Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols. Participants from the 

Confirmation Class. Meditation: The Greatest Story Ever Told. 

  Jubilation Ringers w/ bell solos/duets 

 5:00pm  Christmas Eve Lessons, Carols & Pageant with all Youth 

Choirs. Coordinated by Terry Ebner. 

 10:30pm  Christmas Eve Prelude  

 11:00pm  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Meditation: God 

whispered to the world. 

Dec. 30  Message: Reflecting back, living forward. Hymn sing of favorite hymns.   

  To prepare, read Luke 12:16-34. Casual service: come relaxed. Family  

  Sunday (no Church School, teachers and children in worship). 

Benediction    

This Christmas, the Trustees will dedicate some of the Christmas offering, for 
a second year, to fund the replacement of the flooring in Fellowship Hall 
since last year’s offering was not quite enough. This is one of the most and 
best used rooms in our Meetinghouse, it is the center for our fellowship life 
together and a symbol of our hospitality and extravagant welcome. Take a 
look at it to see the need. A new floor will be beautiful and much easier to 
clean and maintain. The balance of the offering will be used to fund the  
2013 major-work music service scheduled for Good Friday. Thank you for 
considering this special Christmas Offering. 

Christmas 

Offering 


