
 

 

 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

Responsive Call  

To Worship 
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South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Lighting of the Joy Advent Candle 

 

Meditation 
 

"God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,  
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”  (John 3:17)   

December 15, 2013 10:30am 

~ Cameron McGrath 
God has done great things.  Holy is God's name.  
 My soul magnifies the Lord!  
 And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
God sent Jesus not to condemn but to make people whole.  
 My soul magnifies the Lord!  
 And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
God's mercy is from generation to generation.  
 My soul magnifies the Lord!  
 And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Announcements 
The Exchange of Peace                                                  
(Please stand where you are to greet those beside you, behind you, and before you.) 

       The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
       And also with you. 

Introit No. 14 “There were Shepherds Abiding in the Field” 
 “And Lo! The Angel of the Lord Came Upon Them” 
No. 5 “And the Angel said unto Them” 
No. 16 “And Suddenly there was with the Angel” 
No. 17 “Glory to God” (chorus)                     from The Messiah [Handel] 

~ April Foley, String Quartet & Sanctuary Choir  

Prelude The First Noel 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel [Neven-Rabinowitz]  

Rhosymedre [Vaugh Williams]                                                                      ~ String Quartet 

 

*Unison 

 Invocation 

and  

Lord’s Prayer 

 

  
~ Terry Ebner 

God, who loves us, thank you for your grace.  You pardon our 
wrongs and see us through the eyes of love.  This is a day of joy, to 
hear once more that we are not condemned, not judged, not 
evaluated but loved.  Let your wisdom guide our steps, your hope fill 
our songs, and your joy fill our spirits.  This we pray in the name of 
Jesus, saying “Our Father . . . (debts)“.  

*Hymn 

#1 Red 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

*Prayer Response [NCH #769] 

Hear our prayer, O God, 
Hear our prayer, O God. 
Incline your ear to us, 
and grant us your peace. 

Scripture 

 

Matthew 7:1-5 (from The Message)                                          ~ Liz Roos  
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What the church can learn from Planet Fitness 

~ John Zehring 

Scripture 

 

Psalm 30 (OT p.392-393)                                                          ~ Liz Roos  

*Hymn 

#117 Blue 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

       ~ Adam, Taylor, Neily & William Ware    

Advent Song                                            ~ Phebe Ozirsky & Flynn Bryan 

Lighting the 

JOY  

Advent Candle 

Children are invited to go to Church School during the hymn.  

Message  



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  
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* All who are able, please stand. 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Joy to the World [Neven-Rabinowitz]                                                              ~ String Quartet 
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Prayers  

of the 

 People 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                           ~ John Zehring 

 

 

 

PRAYER HYMN Watch & Pray [Taizé] (join in after the choir sings it once) 

         Stay with me, 

         Remain here with me, 

         Watch and pray, 

         Watch and pray. 

MORNING PRAYER                                                        ~ John Zehring 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

  

*Postlude  

MISSION MOMENT ~ Representatives of Giving Committee & Trustees  

INVITATION                                                                   ~ Andrew Harris 

OFFERTORY Gesu Bambino [Spevacek/Wood] ~ Bass Notes & String Quartet 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE [To the tune of Red #592]                                                                           

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                                   ~ Liz Roos 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Flowers The flowers this morning are from Joan Johnson in loving memory of her 
daughter, Lauren Pickard and her mother, Elinor Hens, who were both 
born in December.  

  

*Benediction  

  

*Response  

The annual South Church Women's Retreat will be held on February 7-9 at 
Glastonbury Abbey, Hingham, MA. Register on our website, under ‘Adult 
Programs’ and send payment in full to Chris Williams, 12 Cherrywood 
Circle, Andover, MA 01810. Checks should be made out to South Church. 
Scholarships are available. For more information, contact Chris Williams 
(chris_dibble_williams@yahoo.com), Laura Jordan (Lauradj813@aol.com), 
Evonne Yang (eryang@gmail.com), Jenn Hoenig (jennhoenig@gmail.com). 

Women’s Retreat 

Children, parents, grandparents and friends: All are invited to participate in the 
5:00pm Christmas Eve Pageant. Costumes are available, plus the simplicity 
of the service requires only one rehearsal on Saturday, Dec 21 9:00-11:00 am. 
The planning is being done NOW, so call Terry Ebner (978) 475-0321, ext. 
105, or email tebner@southchurch.com if interested in participating. 

Christmas Eve 

Pageant Help  

Needed 

No. 9 (Chorus) “O Thou that Tellest” from The Messiah [Handel]    
                 ~ Sanctuary Choir & String Quartet 

 

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to 
submit into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your 
prayer that God will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and 
ministry of the Church in meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 

During the Advent Season, the Board of World Service will be selling $25 
shares in a well being built by Wells Bring Hope to bring clean water to a 
village in Niger West Africa. For more information or questions about the 
mission, please contact Sherry Tupper, Josiah Weiss or any member of the 
Board of World Service.   

Great Gift in the 

True Spirit  

of Giving 

Wells Bring Hope  

 

 

TODAY’S EVENTS 
 

Board of Women’s Ministries Cookie Sale  It is that time of year again for the BOWM cookie 
sale with delicious collections of cookies beautifully wrapped on festive holiday plates! The sale 
will be in Fellowship Hall. These make wonderful Christmas gifts for your family and friends.  
 

Poinsettia Plant Orders  Visit the Flower Committee table during Fellowship Hour today to 
place your order for poinsettias. Today is the last day for orders!. Flowers will be available for 
pickup after the 10:30am Christmas service on December 22. It's not too early to bring the spirit 
of Christmas into someone's heart.            

Los Amigos Tree  The Los Amigos Tree in the narthex serves the children of the Child Care 
Circuit Programs in Lawrence. The tree still has a few tags with a child's name, 
age and gift suggestion. Choose a child from the tree and take the nametag 
home with you. Return the wrapped gift to the tree by Tuesday, December 17 
for the child whose label you have selected.  Make sure the label is securely 
taped to the gift. Thank you, South Church family, for your continued 
generosity! For any questions please contact Christina Curtin (978-470-1689 or 
curtinorsmond@verizon.net). 


