
 

 

 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

Responsive Call  

To Worship 
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South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Lighting of the Peace Candle 

 

Meditation 
 

“Faith walks simply, childlike, between the darkness of human life 
and the hope of what is to come.”    Catherine de Hueck Doherty 

December 8, 2013 10:30am 

~ Lillian Gendreau  
A shoot has come forth from the stump of Jesse.      
 A holy branch has grown out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord rests upon his shoulders – 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might.  
Righteousness is the belt around his waist. 
 Faithfulness is the mantle upon his shoulders. 
A shoot has come forth from the stump of Jesse. 
 God’s promised salvation is at hand. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

The Exchange of Peace                                                  
(Please stand where you are to greet those beside you, behind you, and before you.) 

       The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
       And also with you. 
Announcements 

Introit Breath of Heaven [Eaton/Grant]  

~ Sanctuary Choir & pianist:Donna Schroder 

Prelude Adagio [Albinoni]                                                 ~ Oboe: Gary VanDoren 

 

*Unison 

 Invocation 

and  

Lord’s Prayer 

 

*Hymn 

#53 Red 

Scripture 

 

*Hymn 

#110 Blue 

Lighting the 

PEACE  

Advent Candle 

Children’s  

Message 

 

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

Messages  

*Hymn 

#128 Blue 
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Gracious and Almighty God, be with us in our Advent journey. We 
thank you for those voices of both past and present who challenge us 
to prepare the way of the Lord. Breathe your passion for justice into 
our hearts, that we may defend the cause of the poor and offer 
deliverance to the needy, shining your light of hope in our world. 
May your righteousness flourish and your peace abound, that none 
shall hurt or destroy on your holy mountain. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, saying “Our Father . . . (debts)“.  

What Child is This  

Isaiah 11:1-10 (OT p.496)                                                   ~ Becky Cutts  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  (verses 1 & 4) 

       ~ Mike & Ben Choquette, Susan & Timmy Conners, Jay Hudak 

Advent Song                                                                     ~ Anna McGrath 

[based on Mt. 3:1-12]                                                                 ~ John Zehring 

A Kinder and Gentler World            ~ Terry Ebner 

In the Bleak Midwinter (verses 1, 2 & 4)  



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving    
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* All who are able, please stand. 

Suite in Honor of St. Nicholas [Sanders] 
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Prayers  

of the 

 People 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                            ~ Terry Ebner 

 

 

 

MORNING PRAYER                                                       ~ John Zehring 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

  

*Postlude  INVITATION                                                                    

OFFERTORY Night of Silence [Kantor/Ferguson]          ~ Sanctuary, Youth & 
Chamber Choirs, Instrumentalists: Donna Schroder & Gary VanDoren 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE [Blue #535] 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                              ~ Becky Cutts  

We give you but your own, 
what e’er the gift may be, 
All that we have is yours alone, 
We give it gratefully. 

Flowers The flowers are given this morning by the Memorial Flower Fund in 
appreciation for our church family. 

Welcome to South Church  

 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. 
Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound together in Christ. We recognize the 
uniqueness of every individual as God's beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God's 
call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus' model of 
loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know they are welcomed and 
included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, gender, gender identity, gender expression, 
sexual orientation, marital status, race and ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic 
circumstance, into the full life and ministry of South Church, including worship, sacraments and 
rites. Join us as we grow together in God's love. 

  

*Responsive 

Benediction  

  

*Response  

NATIVITY AFTERNOON: Fun for all ages! Thursday, December 12, 3:30-
5:30pm. Put your fashion flair to work “dressing” and “furring” our fanciful 
nativity figures which grace South Church’s front yard each Christmas season 
thanks to Dick Moody who constructed them 16 years ago. Bring your staple 
guns, fake fur and bling if you have them! Warm up in Fellowship Hall with a 
cup of cocoa and cookies and then jump right on in. It’s a totally organic affair. 
We’ll carry the figures outdoors and sing carols around the manger once it’s all 
completed – or almost - just waiting for the Christ child to arrive. 

Nativity  

Dressing 

CALLING ALL SHEPHERDS, ANGELS AND WISE ONES! 
Children, parents, grandparents and friends: All are invited to participate in the 
5:00pm Christmas Eve Pageant. Costumes are available, plus the simplicity 
of the service requires only one rehearsal on Saturday, Dec 21 9:00-11:00 am. 
It may seem like a long way off, but the planning is being done NOW, so call 
Terry Ebner (978) 475-0321, ext. 105, or email tebner@southchurch.com if 
interested in participating. 

Christmas Eve 

Pageant Help  

Needed 

Mark your calendars now for our annual Christmas Caroling ministry. Join us 
as we spread Christmas cheer to the homes of our South Church members who 
are unable to get around easily or who are often stuck at home during the 
holiday season. This organized (and very silly) adventure begins at South 
Church at noon on December 14 and we sing until we can't sing anymore. You 
may leave the caravan at any time. We bring accordions, antlers, silly costumes, 
and tons of musical cheer to our members. Please RSVP to Laura Weiss. We 
need to know: who can drive and how many spots are in your car, if you need a 
ride, and if you know of someone who can use a little cheer! We call all of our 
members in advance.  

Christmas  

Caroling 

Go Now in Peace [Don Besig] 
   Go now in peace. Never be afraid.   
   God will go with you each hour of every day 
   Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
   Know God will guide you in all you do. 
        Go now in love, and show you believe. 
        Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
        God will be there watching from above. 
        Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  

The Prayer of Saint Francis 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 
     Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
     Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
     Where there is darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
     O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled as to console, 
     To be understood as to understand, 
To be loved as to love; 
     For it is in giving that we receive; 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
     It is in dying to self that we are born to eternal life. 


