
 

 

 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

Responsive Call  

To Worship 
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South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

First Sunday of Advent: Hope 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Pastor’s Samaritan Fund today will be dedicated to Philippine Relief 
 

Meditation 
“Hope is the thing with feathers , that perches in the soul 

And sings the tune without the words, and never stops at all.” 
― Emily Dickinson 

December 1, 2013 10:30am 

                                                                                                                                    ~ Emma Harris 
Lord of all hopefulness, 
 We welcome you into our hearts and  
 desire to treat you as an honored guest. 
Emmanuel, in you are met 
 The hopes and fears of all the years. 
 We treasure the knowledge that you are with us. 
When we are unhappy, prompt us to call to mind and therefore have 
hope that 
 Your steadfast love never ceases.   
 Your mercies to us never come to an end.  
 They are new every morning.   
Hear our praise O God, 
 Great is Thy faithfulness. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!                       
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Introit E’en So Lord Jesus Quickly Come [Manz]                              ~ Sanctuary Choir 

Announcements and the Exchange of Peace  
(Please stand where you are to greet those beside you, behind you, and before you.) 

       The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
       And also with you. 
Announcements 

Prelude Suite Francaise, II. Pavane [Poulenc]    

~ Ron Dann, Gary VanDoren, Laura Weiss 

The Music of Hope 

Introduction to  

the Service 

 

[from Matthew 1]  Emmanuel:  God with us  

Holy Source of life and hope, as we come together this day, 
guide us to know your ways and follow your paths.  Help us 
grow in kindness and love for one another.  Forgive us for our 
failure to put you first in our lives.   This we pray in Jesus’ 
name, saying “Our Father… (debts).” 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

Call to Confession                                                                ~ Terry Ebner 
Prayer of Confession  

*Prayer of 

Confession 

       ~ Dave & Nancy Schmehl and Ken, Jen, Alex & Sarah Beers 
 

Advent Song                                       ~ Katie Holden & Lillian Gendreau 

Lighting the 

HOPE  

Advent Candle 

[from Hebrew 6]  God is the Lord of your hopefulness 
Meditation & 

Scripture 

*Hymn 

#217 Blue 

Lord of all hopefulness (verses 1 and 3)  

Meditation & 

Scripture 
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*Hymn 

In Bulletin p.10 

O for a World (verses 1 and 2) 

The Sacrament of 

Holy Communion 
Invitation and Prayer                                                          ~ John & Terry 

Sharing of the Bread and the Cup 
 Eat the bread when served, 
 hold the cup until all are served. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

High School students stay in the sanctuary on Communion Sunday. 

Hymn 

#134 Blue 

(seated) 

O Little Town of Bethlehem (verses 1 and 4) 

[from Isaiah 6]   Hope for a just world  
Meditation & 

Scripture 



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  
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INVITATION                                                                    

OFFERTORY  Come Emmanuel, Come [Rouse]                     ~ Sanctuary Choir 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE [Blue #535] 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                 ~ Catherine Jacavanco  

We give you but your own, 
what e’er the gift may be, 
All that we have is yours alone, 
We give it gratefully. 

On Communion Sundays, the Love Offering envelopes may be used for 
contributions to the Pastor’s Samaritan Fund, which TODAY is dedicated 
to provide relief to the Philippine islands.  The Board of World Service 
will select a relief agency where our funds can make a difference. 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                        ~ Sherry Tupper  

 

 

A RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF HOPE                           ~ Linda Hacker 
God who makes all things new,  
we lift our hope for transformation and change. 
We hope for new ways of living that flow gently within your creation; 
we hope for healing of the tattered web of life.  
     I will hope continually, and will praise you yet more and more.  
    [Psalms 71:14]  
We hope for vision and courage from our political leaders; 
We hope that they will lobby for those on the margins of society. 
We hope that they will measure the greatness of a nation  
by how it treats its weakest members. 
     I will hope continually, and will praise you yet more and more.  
We hope for change within our own lives and our society, 
that we might free ourselves from a mindless and destructive questing after 
things, that we might find joy and fulfillment in simple pleasures.  
     I will hope continually, and will praise you yet more and more.  
We hope for new technologies that will lessen our impact on the world; 
we hope for change in economic systems  
so that the wrecking of nature is not profitable, 
and that the exploitation of people is not rewarded.  
     I will hope continually, and will praise you yet more and more.  
(continued on next page) 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

 

 

 

*Postlude  

* All who are able, please stand. 

Concerto No. 8 in A Major, Allegro [Handel] 

4 

*Response  Go Now in Peace [Don Besig] 

   Go now in peace. Never be afraid.   
   God will go with you each hour of every day 
   Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
   Know God will guide you in all you do. 
        Go now in love, and show you believe. 
        Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
        God will be there watching from above. 
        Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  

*Benediction  ~ John Zehring 

[from Lamentations 3]  Why have hope 
Meditation & 

Scripture 

Hymn 

#276 Red 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness (verse 3)  

We hope for growing leadership from your church, 
calling us to faithful stewardship of creation, 
calling us to seek justice for all people around this globe, 
and proclaiming values that preserve and enhance all life.  
     I will hope continually, and will praise you yet more and more.  
We are your people, People of the Resurrection. 
In the sure and certain hope of your saving love and grace,  
we turn away from the exploitation of your creation, 
and we align ourselves to your purposes.  
     We are your people, O Christ, a resurrection people! 
     In your name, we seek reconciliation and healing.  
Dear God, no matter what happens, we shall seize the hope set before us. 
     We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;  
     perplexed, but not driven to despair;  
     persecuted, but not forsaken;  
     struck down, but not destroyed.  
     So we do not lose heart. [2 Corinthians 4:8, 16]  
We are people of faith, and we are strengthened  
by being part of the community of faith.  
     May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,  
     so that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may abound in hope.  
Amen. 
     Amen. 

(continued) 


