
 

 

 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

Responsive Call  

To Worship 
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South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

Thanksgiving Sunday 
Consecration Sunday ~ Family  Worship Service 

(activity packets available for young children; nursery for children under four) 
 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service: 5:00pm Tonight at Temple Emanuel 
 

Meditation 
 

“God can do anything, you know –  far more than you could ever imagine  
or guess or request in your wildest dreams!”  (Ephesians 3:20, The Message) 

November 24, 2013 10:30am 

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.        ~ John Kiezulas 
   Serve the LORD with gladness:  
   come before his presence with singing.  
Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not 
we ourselves;  
   We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: 
be thankful unto him, and bless his name.  
   For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and  
   his truth endureth to all generations. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

The Exchange of Peace                                                  
(Please stand where you are to greet those beside you, behind you, and before you.) 

       The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
       And also with you. 

Musical Offering  Una Luna Brilla [Shader]                                                        ~ Youth & Carol Choirs 
One moon shines in the night, 
One sun one sky so bright, 
One voice is not alone. 
El mundo canto una cancion. 

Welcome and 

Introduction 
~ John Zehring 
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*Unison 

 Invocation 

and  

Lord’s Prayer 

 

  
~ Terry Ebner 

God of promise and hope, be with us today.  We come with hearts 
full of joy and thanksgiving, for Your steadfast love is with us.  Be 
present with us in this time of worship.  Break through our fear and 
anxiety with a vision of comfort and peace.  Fill us with gratitude for 
what we have been given, hear the thankfulness we offer from the 
depth of our hearts, and use us to extend Your kingdom on earth. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus, saying “Our Father... (debts).”  

*Response [words and TUNE from NCH #425] 

For the fruit of all creation, 
   Thanks be to God. 
For God’s gifts to every nation, 
   Thanks be to god. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
   Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, 
   Thanks be to God. 

*Hymn 

#21 Blue 

We Gather Together 

Scripture 

 

Psalm 95:1-7 (OT p.427-428)                                              ~ Fran Healey 

*Hymn 

In Bulletin p.6 

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come    

A Time with  

the Children 

~ 7th & 8th Grade Class 

Messages of  

Gratitude  

Introduction         ~ John Zehring 

Messages                       ~ Neal Long, Margaret Karns, Andrea Stidsen 

Choral Response 

 

I am so Thankful [Wolf]                          ~ Chamber, Youth & Sanctuary Choirs 



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  
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INVITATION                                                                     

OFFERTORY  Canticle of Thanksgiving [Rutter]              ~ Sanctuary Choir 
Benedictus, benedictus, benedictus Dominus: 
Lord, we thank you for all creations,  
We worship you, we honour you, we bless your Holy Name forever. 
Lord, you were there before the hills and mountains,  
You formed the earth, you made the sea and sky; 
You are God, our strength and our salvation  
Through a thousand ages passing by. 
The earth is yours, and all that is within it, 
You give it life and ev'ry gift so fair; 
In the wealth and wonder of creation  
You were there, Lord, you were there. 
Lord, we are called as servants in your kingdom  
To do your work, and not to seek for rest, 
Share each load, and bear each other's burdens,  
That our lives may be forever blest. 
Lord, you are there in gentleness and goodness,  
In kindly thoughts and quiet words of prayer: 
In the love which binds us all together 
You are there, Lord, you are there. 
Lord, who can tell the greatness of your glory, 
Or who can sing the fullness of your praise? 
You are God immortal and eternal; 
Grant us strength to serve you all our days. 
Through all the years your goodness never failed us: 
In times of joy and days of dark despair 
You were there, the One who never changes; 
You were there, Lord, You still are there, Lord; 
You will be there, Lord, you always will be there. 
 

Following the offertory, the choir will sing a special doxology for 
Thanksgiving. Please join in singing the traditional doxology at the END 
of this piece. 

 

*CHORAL DOXOLOGY All Praise to Thee [Tallis]                                                                           

* All who are able, please stand. 

Now Thank We All Our God [Bach/Fox] 
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Prayers  

of the 

 People 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                          ~ John Zehring 

 

 

 

MORNING PRAYER                                                      ~ Cheryl Foster 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                              ~ Fran Healey  

Go Now in Peace [Don Besig] 
   Go now in peace. Never be afraid.   
   God will go with you each hour of every day 
   Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
   Know God will guide you in all you do. 
         Go now in love, and show you believe. 
         Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
         God will be there watching from above. 
         Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  

  

*Benediction  

  

*Congregational 

Response  

*Hymn 

 

Now Thank We All Our God [#29 Blue] 

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things that done, in whom his world rejoices, 
Who, from ou mothers’ arms, hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 
All praise and thank to God the Father now be given, 
The Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. Amen. 

Consecration 

of Pledges 

 

INVITATION                                    ~ Members of Giving Committee 

BRINGING PLEDGES FORWARD 
When requested, please bring your pledge cards forward and place them on 
the communion table. If you have already sent in your pledge, please bring 
the consecration card found in your pew, as a symbol of your pledge for 
next year.  After you have placed your card on the table, please move to the 
sides so we form a complete circle around the sanctuary. If you are unable 
to bring your pledge forward a member of the Giving Committee can bring 
it for you. Remember to bring your bulletin with you. 

READINGS FROM THE BIBLE      ~ Members of Giving Committee 

CONSECRATION PRAYER (in unison) 
We the members and friends of South Church stand together  
and give thanks to God for all that has been given to us. Today  
we consecrate our pledges - we make our giving sacred. We delight in 
giving back to you. May our gifts multiply in doing your work here and 
throughout the world. God, lead us into a deeper relationship with you 
and help us view our lives through the lens of abundance. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus, our savior. Amen. 

  

*Postlude  


