
 

 



 

 

10:30am September 23, 2012 

 South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

Meditation 
For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away,  

everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.   (Acts 2:39) 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

1 

O God of those who stand at a distance, 
 May we be instruments marching in a common band, 
 Playing songs of hope, playing songs of peace. 
For those who feel distant from you, 
 Draw them near to your heart. 
When we feel far away from you, 
 Run out to us, embrace us, and welcome us home. 
May we be your instruments working for a world where  
 No one is in need, 
 And there are no guns, no bombs, and no disease, 
 No hungry mouths to feed. 
Our souls magnify the Holy One. 
 Our spirits rejoice in God, our Savior. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Announcements & Exchange of Peace                               
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Prelude Bless the Broken Road [Hummon/Boyd]                                  ~ Pentacostal Pickers 

*Hymn 

In Bulletin p.6 

Enter, Rejoice, and Come In 

 Congregational 

Introit 

Masithi, South African (sing three times)  [New Century Hymnal #760]  
    Amen!  We praise your name O God. 
    Amen!  We praise your name O God. 
    Amen!  Amen!  Amen!  Amen! 
    Amen!  We praise your name, O God. 

Organ Updates 

 

 

 

 

*Unison Invocation 

and the  

Lord’s Prayer 
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Scripture  

*Prayer Response  

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

A Time with the  

Children  

Scripture  

Draw us closer to you, O God, that we may have a real 
sense of being in your presence.  Sometimes we have felt far 
away from you.  Often we ourselves are the ones who keep 
you at arm’s length, not so much intentionally but because 
we allow other priorities to claim our attention.  Bring us 
back home to you, O God.  We pray especially for those we 
love who are at a distance from you – our children, 
grandchildren, siblings, parents, or friends.  We wish they 
could discover the joy and peace of living in you.  Pass 
them not, O Lord, but in your grace come to them even 
while they are at a distance and let them know your love.  
This we pray in the name of the one who seeks out those 
who are far away, saying “Our Father… (debts).” 

Acts 1:15, 2:32,36-39 (NT p.90-91)                               ~ Greg Galat 

[New Century Hymnal #769] 

Hear our prayer, O God, 
Hear our prayer, O God. 
Incline your ear to us, 
and grant us your peace. 

(Please remain standing)                                       ~ Melissa Glassman  
 
 

~ Terry Ebner 

Psalm 139:1-10 (OT p.448)                                             ~ Greg Galat 
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Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

 

  INVITATION                                                               

  OFFERTORY  Homeward Bound [Keen] 

*DOXOLOGY [Thomas Ken]                                                                            

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                              ~ Greg Galat 

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to 

submit into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your 

prayer that God will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and 

ministry of the Church in meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

Message 

 

“From a distance”             ~ John Zehring 

Instrumental 

 Response 

 

 

 

 

Flowers 

*Postlude 

 

* All who are able, please stand. 
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Sara's Band [Chip Davis]                                        ~ Laura Weiss & Martin McGrath 

The flowers, this morning, are given by Clark Benson and Carolyn Tower 
in loving memory of Mary Dietrich Benson – dear wife and friend.  

*Benediction 

Response  

May the Peace of God [Townend/Getty] 

 ~ Pentacostal Pickers & Sanctuary Choir  

*Hymn  

#62 Blue 

God Be With You Till We Meet Again  

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                           ~ John Zehring 

 

 

PRAYER HYMN  Nothing Can Trouble [Worship & Rejoice #421]   
 Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. 
 Those who seek God shall never go wanting. 
 Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. 
 God alone fills us. 
 

MORNING PRAYER                      ~ Sherry Tupper 

*Hymn  

#319 Red 

Spirit (verses 1 & 2) *Benediction   ~ John Zehring 

Welcome to South Church 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love 
of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound together in Christ. We 
recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's beloved child. We seek to respond 
faithfully to God's call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be 
faithful to Jesus' model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all 
will know they are welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, 
gender, sexual orientation, marital status, race and ethnicity, physical and mental ability 
or economic circumstance, into the full life and ministry of South Church, including 
worship, sacraments and rites. Join us as we grow together in God's love. 

Gather ‘Round Session 4. TALKABOUT 1 Ruth; Ruth and Naomi 
Talk about the Bible story children and youth explored today. Here are some 
ways to nurture faith at home based on today’s story. (1) Read Ruth 2:11-13. 
(2) Ruth was kind to Naomi. Boaz was kind to Ruth. Who has been kind to 
you this week? (3) Give a BabyRuth or another kind of candy bar to show 
kindness to someone. Prayer of the week: God, help us to look out for others, 
not just do what is good for ourselves. 

Gather ‘Round  

Sunday School  

Weekly Note 

The Wind Beneath my Wings [Henley/Silbar]                       ~ Pentecostal Pickers 

Sunday School  

Volunteer Form 

Sunday School Parent Volunteers - please visit our volunteer signup form on the 
website under Sunday School. You can signup for dates to volunteer in your 
child’s classroom. Teachers - you can enter the dates that you are scheduled to 
be in the classroom. No login is required to access this spreadsheet.  


