
 

 

 

Homecoming Sunday at South Church in Andover 



 

 

10:30am September 9, 2012 

 South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 

Homecoming 
Covenant with Our Educators 

Punch and Open House at the Parsonage 
 

Meditations 
He said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with  

all your mind.'   This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: 'You shall love your  
neighbor as yourself.'  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets." (Mat 22:37-40 NRSV) 

 
Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should  
I forgive? As many as seven times?"  Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.  

(Mat 18:21, 22 NRSV) 
 

Do to others as you would have them do to you. (Luke 6:31) 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

1 

Let us gather, we who are thirsty!                                 ~ Linda Hacker 
 God gives us water to drink as a gift 
 from the spring of the water of life. 
Let us gather, we who are downcast. 
 God will wipe every tear from our eyes. 
Let us gather, we who desire new life. 
 God is making all things new.  

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Announcements & Exchange of Peace                               
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Prelude Concertino for Trombone: II Aria: Andante sostenuto [Larsson]  

~ Brian Diehl, Trombone  

*Hymn 

#281 Red 

Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah  

Introit How Can I Keep from Singing? [Pre-Civil War Quaker Hymn] 

 

 

 

 

*Unison Invocation 

and the  

Lord’s Prayer 

Scripture  

*Prayer Response  

Our Covenant with 

our Educators 

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

Prayer with the  

Children  

Holy God, with love for the whole human family, let Your 
Holy Spirit fall upon us today, to guide us, to inflame our 
imagination, and to tantalize us with visions of how life 
could be and of what is to come. As we consider today the 
truths of the bible upon which we base our faith, guide our 
minds and hearts to consider clearly and thoughtfully 
about what it is that you require of us. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus, saying “Our Father... (debts).” 

2 

Matthew 7:12-14 (NT, p.5)                                      ~ Dave Williams  

[New Century Hymnal #769] 

Hear our prayer, O God, 
Hear our prayer, O God. 
Incline your ear to us, 
and grant us your peace. 

(Please remain standing)                                                 ~ Terry Ebner 
 
 

*When invited, those who are able rise and share in the covenant: 

We gather in celebration of the joy 
that is ours to be partners with you 
as you teach and lead 
in the service of Jesus Christ. 
We promise to love you, 
to honor your teaching, 
and to assist you 
that together we may be a faithful church 
of Jesus Christ. 

~ Terry Ebner 
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Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

 

  INVITATION                                                               

  OFFERTORY  The Lord's Prayer [Malotte/Deis]  

*DOXOLOGY [Thomas Ken]                                                                            

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                        ~ Dave Williams  

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to 

submit into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your 

prayer that God will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and 

ministry of the Church in meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

Message 

 

What in the bible can I stand upon?         ~ John Zehring 

Piano 

 Response 

 

 

 

 

Flowers 

*Postlude 

 

* All who are able, please stand. 
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Sonata for Trombone and Piano: III [Ewazen]         ~ Brian Diehl, Trombone 

The flowers are given by the Memorial Flower Fund 
in memory of loved ones.  

*Benediction 

Response  

The Lord Bless you and Keep You [Rutter]  

*Hymn  

#441 Red  

I Love thy Kingdom, Lord  

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                            ~ John Zehring 

 

 

PRAYER HYMN  [Lee Harrington] 

 Be still and know that I am God. 
 Be still and know that I am God. 
 Be still and know that I am God. 
 

MORNING PRAYER                       ~ Sherry Tupper 

*Hymn  

#343 Red 

Called As Partners in Christ’s Service  

Punch and Open House 
at the Parsonage 

 

In lieu of Coffee Hour, you are invited to Punch at the Parsonage  

(44 School Street), weather permitting. John and Donna Zehring  

welcome the Congregation to visit inside the Parsonage to view the 

beauty of the Church’s home for its Pastor. 

*Benediction    

Sanctuary 

Organ 

The sanctuary organ is under repair and will not be used in worship 
service until October. More details to come in the weekly emails and  
5 Minutes monthly newsletter. 


