
 

 

We Give Thee Thanks O Lord! 
Contemporary poet Robinson Jeffers writes of God’s abundant gifts: 

 

Is it not by his high superfluousness we know 

Our God? For to equal a need 

Is natural, animal, mineral: but to fling 

Rainbows over the rain 

And beauty above the moon, and secret rainbows 

On the domes of deep sea-shells, 

And make the necessary embrace of breeding 

Beautiful also as fire, 

Not even the weeds to multiply without blossom 

Nor the birds without music:  

There is the great humaneness at the heart of things, 

The extravagant kindness, the fountain 

Humanity can understand…. 



 

 

 

 

9:30am September 2, 2012 

Prelude 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome 

 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

Announcements & Exchange of Peace                              
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
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South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

[Iona Community] 

Out of darkness came light; and the power of God was revealed. 
 The power of God was revealed in the running wave  
 and in the flowing air… 
It was revealed in the quiet earth and the shining stars. 
 Out of the dust came life; and the image of God  
 was revealed. 
God’s own image was revealed in the human face and in the  
gentle heart… 
 It was revealed in the warmth of flesh and the depth  
 of soul. 
Out of justice came freedom; 
 and the wisdom of God was revealed. 
It was revealed in the need to grow and the will to love. 
 It was revealed in the chance to know and the power  
 to choose. 
And God looked at the creation: 
 at the waves and air, at earth and stars, 
at the human face, the gentle heart, 
 the warm flesh and depth of soul, 
at growth and love, at knowledge and power… 
 And, behold, it was very good! 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Sonata III:Adagio in F Major [Handel]                        ~ Nancy Miller 
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Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee *Hymn 

#8 Blue 

 

The Sacrament of 

Holy Communion 
Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Loving God, we have wandered far from you and from each other. 
But through your Spirit, you have brought us back. Jesus died so 
that we might see the way to turn again to you and find our way 
back to each other time and again. Merciful God, forgive us the 
sins we have committed and the good we have failed to do. Help us 
walk the way of reconciliation and love. Amen. 
 

Gathering Around the Table (responsive) 

In Luke’s gospel, we read that Jesus, at the table with two of his 
disciples, took bread and blessed and broke it, and their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized Jesus, mysteriously released from the grip 
of death. In the Acts of the Apostles, we read that as the people were 
gathered, often in the homes of believers, the people of the Way 
devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teachings and to community, to the 
breaking of bread and prayer. 
   Jesus, friend of sinner and saint, we gather at your table  
   to remember you today in the eating of the bread and the 
   drinking of the cup. 
We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus gave 
thanks to God, broke the bread, and gave it to the disciples, saying 
“This is my body which is broken for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” In the same manner, Jesus also took the cup, after supper, saying 
“This cup is a new covenant in my blood. Do this as often as you drink 
it in remembrance of me.” 
   Bless, therefore, by your eternal Spirit, both us and these  
   gifts of bread and wine. In receiving them, we offer you our  
   faith and praise, and seek to be united with you . May all that 
   divides us be taken away. May your Spirit keep us always in  
   communion with our sisters and brothers everywhere. And  
   may we, all the people of faith, be instruments of your peace. 
   As we offer ourselves to you, eternal God, we give thanks that 
   you have called us to serve you. 

 
Sharing the Bread and Wine 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 
 

We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table of life and memory 
where we have received the gift of your Spirit. Send us forth with 
strength and new commitment to show forth your praise not only 
with our lips but in our lives, by offering ourselves in service to you 
and all people. Through our savior, Jesus, we pray. Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to submit 

into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your prayer that God 

will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and ministry of the Church in 

meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 

Piano Response  

Message “The Great Humaneness at the Heart of Things” ~ Reverend Ned Martin 

                                                                          

 

 

 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 
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   INVITATION  

   OFFERTORY    Gavotte I and II [J.Ph.Rameau]                       ~ Nancy Miller 

*DOXOLOGY  [To the tune of Hymns, Psalms & Spiritual Songs #428] 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                            ~ Carol Floreen  

We give you but your own, 
what e’er the gift may be, 
All that we have is yours alone, 
We give it gratefully. 

Intercessory Prayers                                                            

 
Prayer Hymn (sing twice)  [Lee Harrington] 
 Be still and know that I am God. 
 Be still and know that I am God. 
 Be still and know that I am God. 
 

Morning Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer                             

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

*Benediction  

Flowers 

*Postlude  

* All who are able, please stand. 

Allegro [J.H.Fiocco]                                                           ~ Nancy Miller 

 

The flowers are given by the Memorial Flower Fund in memory 
of loved ones.  
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Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him *Hymn 

#13 Blue 

On Communion Sundays, the Love Offering envelopes may be used for 
contributions to the Pastor’s Samaritan Fund, which is used by the Pastor 
primarily to aid members of the congregation in time of need. 

Scripture Psalm 8 (OT p.382)                                                           ~Carol Floreen  

Praise the Lord! The Almighty *Hymn 

#15 Blue 

Welcome to South Church 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the 
love of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound together in 
Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's beloved child. We 
seek to respond faithfully to God's call for justice for all creation. We strive in word 
and deed to be faithful to Jesus' model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a 
sanctuary where all will know they are welcomed and included. You are welcomed, 
no matter your age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, race and ethnicity, 
physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, into the full life and ministry 
of South Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. Join us as we grow 
together in God's love. 


