
 

 

9:30am August 31, 2014 

 South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

 

Order of Worship 
 

Labor Day Sunday 
Meditation 

 "Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground."  Exodus 3:5 
 

"Do not be too moral. You may cheat yourself out of too much life. Aim above morality.  
Be not simply good; be good for something." Henry David Thoreau 

 

Welcome 

1 

~ Terry Ebner 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

Exchange of 

Peace  

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
   And also with you. 

God of Life,                                                                  ~ Sherry Tupper 
you are as near to us as our breath. 
Touch our eyes, 
that we may see you in one another. 
Open our ears, 
that we may hear your voice in the cries of the oppressed. 
Enter our hearts, 
that we may be filled with your love toward all people. 
Come, O God of life and breath and wholeness. 
Show us the way to new life and grant us the courage to be people 
of your Way. 

Prelude The Lovers' Waltz [Jay Ungar]                                            ~ Nancy Miller, Violinist  

 

 

 

 

2 

*Hymn 

#467 Red 

How Great Thou Art (verses 1 & 2) 

Unison 

 Invocation 
(seated) 

 ~ Sherry Tupper 

Loving, creating, working God, we gather in your presence this 
morning with praise and thanksgiving for the work of your hands 
which formed the earth, molded our bodies and sowed the stars 
across the sky.  Meet us where we are, right now in this moment 
and strengthen our hearts and our hands to work with you in the 
building of a world filled with justice and peace.  Amen.  

 

Invocation  

Response 

Hear our Prayer O God  [NCH #769] 

The New Century Hymnal © 1995 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for this one time use. 
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* All who are able, please stand. 

4 

Ashokan Farewell [Jay Ungar]                                                 ~ Nancy Miller, Violinist  

Welcome to South Church 

 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates 
the love of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound 
together in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's 
beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God's call for justice for all 
creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus' model of loving 
acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know they are 
welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, gender, 
gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, race and 
ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, into the full 
life and ministry of South Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. 
Join us as we grow together in God's love. 

Flowers The flowers this morning are given in honor of our Church Family 
by the Memorial Flower Fund.  

*Closing Hymn 

#435 Red 

    

Message 

 

Purposeful Labor ~ Terry Ebner, Minister of Spiritual Formation 

*Postlude    

*Benediction    
~ Terry Ebner 

We All are One in Mission  

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

 

INVITATION                                                                         ~ Terry Ebner 

OFFERTORY Sure on this Shining Night [Barber, Op 13. No 3] 
~ Ty Gioacchini, Soloist 

Sure on this Shining Night 
of star made shadows round, 
Kindness must watch for me 
this side the ground. 
The late year lies down the north 
All is healed, all is health. 
High summer holds the earth. 
Hearts all whole. 
Sure on this shining night  
I weep for wonder 
wand'ring far 
alone 
of shadows on the stars. 

*DOXOLOGY [#515 Blue]                                                                          

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                            ~ William Wood 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

Prayer Concerns & Celebrations                                       ~ Sherry Tupper 

Morning Prayer & Lord’s Prayer                                     ~ William Wood 

Piano Response  

Scripture  Exodus 3: 1-15 (OT p.39)                                              ~ William Wood  

Blessing  Blessing All Who Labor  


