
 

 

 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

1 

South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 

 

Meditations 
 

“One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see."  (John 9:25b) 
 

“The heart has reasons which reason does not know.”  (Blaise Pascal)  

August 25, 2013 9:30am 

                                                                                                                                    

~ Sherry Tupper 
The Lord is our light and our strength. 
     Whom shall we fear?  
The Lord is the stronghold of our lives. 
     Of whom shall we be afraid?  
Trust in the Lord at all times.  
     In God's care we dwell secure.  
Teach us Your ways, O God,  
     that we may dwell in Your presence. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

*Hymn 

#324 Red 

The Exchange of Peace                                                     
(Please stand where you are to greet those beside you, behind you, and before you.) 

       The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
       And also with you. 
Announcements 

Open My Eyes That I May See    

Musical Offering  Life’s Railway to Heaven [Traditional / arr. Longo & Bronder] 

 

Faithful God, we gather as Your people, longing for Your 
presence. Touch us, make us whole, and open our eyes to see 
You more clearly and love You more dearly. This we pray in 
the name of Jesus, saying “Our Father... (debts).” 

[New Century Hymnal #769] 

Hear our prayer, O God, 
Hear our prayer, O God. 
Incline your ear to us, 
and grant us your peace. 

John 9:1-23                                                                     ~ Thomas Arnold 

The scripture today is the entire 9th chapter of John, which is the story 
about the blind man healed by Jesus.  Because of the length of the 
scripture, it will be read in two parts.  The text is printed in your bulletin 
on pages 6-7 so that you may follow along and then refer to it as John 
explains it and how the story might have a message for you today. 
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Children are invited to go to “Fun in the Sun”! 

*Unison 

 Invocation 

and  

Lord’s Prayer 

*Prayer Response 

Scripture 

In Bulletin p.6 

Special Music All Prayed Up [Gill/ arr. Longo & Bronder]          

Scripture 

In Bulletin p.7 

John 9:24-41                                                                   ~ Thomas Arnold  

Message  He touched me                                                                 ~ John Zehring 



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving   
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   INVITATION                                                                

   ANTHEM  I Find Jesus [Jimmy Ibbotson / arr. Longo & Bronder] 

*DOXOLOGY [To the tune of Red #428]                                                                            

*Postlude  

 

  * All who are able, please stand. 

Swing Low Sweet Chariot [Traditional / arr. Longo & Bronder] 
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Prayers  

of the 

 People 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                          ~ John Zehring 

 

 

MORNING PRAYER                                                     ~ Sherry Tupper 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

Today’s Music Bluegrass gospel has a rich history in American music. With roots in the Celtic 
and folk traditions of the immigrants who settled in the southern Appalachian 
Mountain area, this music reflects the deep faith of its authors and the people 
who have carried it from generation to generation from the early 1800s to 
today. The acoustic instrumentation typically includes guitar, washtub bass, 
banjo, fiddle, mandolin, and dulcimer. Lyrics often portray the hard life of rural 
Appalachia while expressing deep conviction that we are all watched over and 
cared for by God’s watchful eye, 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                        ~ Thomas Arnold  

Welcome to South Church 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates 
the love of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound 
together in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's 
beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God's call for justice for all 
creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus' model of loving 
acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know they are 
welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, gender, 
gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, race and 
ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, into the full 
life and ministry of South Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. 
Join us as we grow together in God's love. 

  

*Benediction  Musical 

 Response 

I Am A Pilgrim [Traditional / arr. Longo & Bronder] 

 

*Hymn 

In Bulletin, p.8 

 

He Touched Me  

Flowers The flowers, this morning, are given in loving memory of  
Nellie E. Berry by the Berry Trust Fund. 



 

 

John 9:1-41 

 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.    (John 9:1) 
 
His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?"    (John 9:2) 
 
Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned;  he was born blind so that 
God's works might be revealed in him.  We must work the works of him who sent me 
while it is day;  night is coming when no one can work.  As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world."    (John 9:3-5) 
 
When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread 
the mud on the man's eyes, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see.    (John 9:6, 7) 
 
The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this 
not the man who used to sit and beg?"  Some were saying, "It is he."  Others were 
saying, "No, but it is someone like him."  He kept saying, "I am the man."  But they 
kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?"  He answered, "The man called 
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.'  Then 
I went and washed and received my sight."  They said to him, "Where is he?"  He said, 
"I do not know."    (John 9:8-12) 
 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.  Now it was a 
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  Then the Pharisees also 
began to ask him how he had received his sight.  He said to them, "He put mud on my 
eyes.  Then I washed, and now I see."  Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not 
from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath."  But others said, "How can a man 
who is a sinner perform such signs?"  And they were divided.  So they said again to 
the blind man, "What do you say about him?   It was your eyes he opened."  He said, 
"He is a prophet."    (John 9:13-17) 
 
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 
called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, "Is this your 
son, who you say was born blind?  How then does he now see?"  His parents 
answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not 
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes.  Ask him;  he is 
of age.  He will speak for himself."  His parents said this because they were afraid of 
the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.  Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; 
ask him."    (John 9:18-23) 

 
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 
"Give glory to God!  We know that this man is a sinner."  He answered, "I do not know 
whether he is a sinner.  One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see."  They 
said to him, "What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?"   He answered them, 
"I have told you already, and you would not listen.   Why do you want to hear it again? 
Do you also want to become his disciples?"    (John 9:24-27) 
 
Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.  We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 
comes from."    (John 9:28, 29) 
 
The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 
from, and yet he opened my eyes.  We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.  Never since the world began 
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.  If this man were 
not from God, he could do nothing."    (John 9:30-33) 
 
They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?" 
And they drove him out.    (John 9:34) 
 
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?"    (John 9:35) 
 
He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him."    (John 9:36) 
 
Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he." (John 9:37) 
 
He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him.    (John 9:38) 
 
Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, 
and those who do see may become blind."    (John 9:39) 
 
Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are 
we?"    (John 9:40) 
 
Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin.  But now that you say, 
'We see,' your sin remains.”   (John 9:41) 
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