
 

 

9:30am August 10, 2014 

 South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

 

Order of Worship 
 

Sabbath Sermon Series:Trusting the Goodness of Sabbath  
 

Meditation 

“And God saw everything he had made, and behold, it was very good.” -Genesis 1:31 

 

Welcome 

1 

~ Reverend Dana Allen Walsh 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

Exchange of 

Peace  

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
   And also with you. 

In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus called together the disciples 
and great crowds to join him on the mountainside. 
There he touched, healed, and taught. 
He spoke words of blessing. 
 

     O God, call us together as you did those so long ago 
     to discover the ways we are blessed 
     and the ways you call us to be a blessing to others. 
 

Today, in this place, Christ gathers us. 
Let us remember, celebrate, and embody 
the blessings of Christ this day. 
 

     Christ, come among us. Amen. 

Musical Offering Adagio [Baldassare Galuppi/arr. Hal H. Hopson]  
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Trusting the Goodness of Sabbath         ~ Dana Allen Walsh 

Take My Life (verses 1, 2, 3, 6)  

 

 

 

 

*Hymn 

#489 Red 

Congregational 

Prayer Response 
(seated) 

Stay with Me [Taizé]  (sing 3 times) 
 Stay with me, 
 Remain here with me, 
 Watch and pray, 
 Watch and pray. 

Message 

 

Elementary-aged children are invited to go to “Fun in the Sun”. 

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty  

Scripture  Matthew 5:1 -12 (NT p.3)                                                ~ Mark Bohrer  

Unison 

 Invocation 
(seated) 

  

Open wide the window of our spirits, God,  
and fill us with light; 
Open wide the door of our hearts 
that we may receive you  
with all our powers of acceptance and love.  Amen. 

*Hymn 

#391 Red  
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* All who are able, please stand. 
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Toccata in E Minor [Johann Pachelbel]  

Welcome to South Church 

 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates 
the love of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound 
together in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's 
beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God's call for justice for all 
creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus' model of loving 
acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know they are 
welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, gender, 
gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, race and 
ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, into the full 
life and ministry of South Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. 
Join us as we grow together in God's love. 

Flowers The flowers today are given for the glory of God in memory of 
Reverend Frederick Noss. *Closing Hymn 

#538 Red 

    

*Postlude    

*Benediction    
~ Dana Allen Walsh 

Lord Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing  

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

 

INVITATION                                                               ~ Dana Allen Walsh 

OFFERTORY Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart [Arr. Lloyd Larson]  

*DOXOLOGY [#515 Blue]                                                                          

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                               ~ Mark Bohrer  

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

Prayer Concerns & Celebrations                                 ~ Dana Allen Walsh  

Morning Prayer & Lord’s Prayer                                      



 

 

Offering Blessings 
Sabbath Spiritual Practice 

 
“Walk joyfully on the earth and respond to that  
of God in every human being.” -George Fox 

 
“Sharon Salzberg suggests we practice guerrilla compassion -  

silently blessing people on the line at the bank, at the supermarket,  
in the cars next to us in traffic.  Each blessing a tiny Sabbath, 

 a secret sanctuary offered in a hurried and unsuspecting world.”  -Wayne Muller 
 
 
 
There are many ways to offer your blessing.  You may bless your children, your partner, 
your friend, by placing your hand on theirs, and offering a prayer for their healing, their 
well-being, their happiness.  Let them feel the truth of your prayer.  It is as precious as it 
is free - completely gratuitous.   
 
 
Another practice invites us to bless strangers quietly, secretly.  Offer it to people you 
notice on the street, in the market, on the bus.  “May you be happy. May you be at peace.” 
Feel the blessing move through your body as you offer it.  Notice how you both receive 
some benefit from the blessing.  Gently, almost without effort, each and every blessing 
becomes a Sabbath. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Adapted from Wayne Muller’s Sabbath: Finding Rest, Renewal, and Delight in our Busy Lives) 

Upcoming Sabbath Sermons 
 
 
 
August 17th: Finding True Happiness 
Scripture: Psalm 23 
 

The constant streaming message found on our televisions, in our advertisements, 
and catalogs is that: We are not enough.  We do not have enough.  We are not 
happy.  And as a result, we are driven to buy, consume, and acquire in order to 
feel satisfied and worthy.  But we all know how fleeting and short-lived those 
feelings are and we quickly repeat the cycle over again, searching for true 
happiness.  But Jesus tells us, “You are the light of the world.”  Let us see that God-
given light within ourselves and others through simple actions (that don’t cost 
much money at all) - sharing a cup of tea, taking a walk, playing a game with our 
children, or writing a note to a friend. 
 
August 24th: The Wisdom of Sabbath 
Scripture: Psalm 46 
 

Our busy lives are often not just filled with work and errands.  There’s good 
things in there, too: serving at the local food shelter, cooking meals for the 
downtrodden, painting the parsonage, serving on a committee, driving a neighbor 
to their appointment, etc.  But sometimes we are in such a hurry doing good that 
we forget to slow down and listen for God.  Sometimes we forget the wisdom and 
clarity that comes with discernment, with listening, with opening our ears to the 
quiet whisper: “Be still and know that I am God.” 


