
 

 

9:30am July 15, 2012 

 South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

Reception and baptism of Brian Booth 

Meditation 
“Some friends play at friendship but a true friend sticks closer than one's nearest kin.” (Proverbs 18:24) 

"I went out to find a friend, but I could not find one there.   
I went out to be a friend, and friends were everywhere!"-- Anon. 

 

In Celebration of Friends 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

*Hymn 

#403 Red 
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With what shall we come to God this day? 
 We come with gratitude, for friends. 
We cherish our friends, old and new. 
 Friends are angels who lift us to our feet  
 when our wings have trouble  
 remembering how to fly. 
We gather with some remorse,  
 For friendships that have lapsed. 
We seek God’s leading and strength, 
 To give grace to a friend who betrayed. 
We remember in sadness, 
 A friend who is gone. 
Most of all, we celebrate with warmth and thanksgiving 
 Our friends, and our friendship with Jesus. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus   

Announcements & Exchange of Peace 
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Prelude You've Got a Friend in Me [Newman]  

 ~ Soloist April Foley & Glen Macon (guitar) 

 

 

 

 

*Unison Invocation 

and the  

Lord’s Prayer 
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Elementary aged children are invited to go to Summer Sunday School with teachers  
Joyce Holloway, Jillian Zientarski & Kelsey Perkins in the lower level Rompers room. 

Scripture  

*Prayer Response  

Reception & Baptism 

of New Member  

 

 

(Please remain standing)                                                         
 
 

Loving God, welcome us into your house of worship.  Help us to 
know your acceptance and your grace as we worship you.  Fill us 
with your grace and mercy, that others may find us to be 
generous and loving friends.  This we pray in the name of Jesus, 
saying “Our Father... (debts).” 

John 15:13-17 (NT p.84)                                                          ~  Laura Rex 

[New Century Hymnal #769] 

Hear our prayer, O God, 
Hear our prayer, O God. 
Incline your ear to us, 
and grant us your peace. 

  

Brian Booth 

 

When invited, members of the Church who are able  
may stand and say the following words of welcome: 

 

We welcome you with joy 
    in the common life of this church. 
We promise you our friendship and prayers 
    as we share the hopes and labors 
    of the church of Jesus Christ. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit 
    may we continue to grow together 
    in God's knowledge and love 
    and be witnesses of our risen Savior. 
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Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

 

  INVITATION                                                               

  OFFERTORY For Good [Musical Wicked]                ~April & Jacqueline Foley 

*DOXOLOGY [Thomas Ken]                                                                           

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                                ~ Laura Rex 

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to 

submit into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your 

prayer that God will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and 

ministry of the Church in meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

Message 

 

A Garden of Friends                  ~ John Zehring 

Piano 

 Response 

 

 

 

 

Flowers 

*Postlude 

 

* All who are able, please stand. 
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~ Sally Lincoln-Vogel (violin) 

The flowers are given by the Memorial Flower Fund  
in memory of loved ones. 

*Hymn  

 

 

*Benediction   

*Hymn  

#540 Red 

God Be With You Till We Meet Again   

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                             

 

 

PRAYER HYMN (sing twice)  [Lee Harrington] 

 Be still and know that I am God. 
 Be still and know that I am God. 
 Be still and know that I am God. 
 

MORNING PRAYER                       

Welcome to South Church 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the 
love of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound together in 
Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's beloved child. We 
seek to respond faithfully to God's call for justice for all creation. We strive in word 
and deed to be faithful to Jesus' model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a 
sanctuary where all will know they are welcomed and included. You are welcomed, 
no matter your age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, race and ethnicity, 
physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, into the full life and ministry 
of South Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. Join us as we grow 
together in God's love. 


