
 

 

 

 South Church in Andover 
United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 
Meditation 

 
“Following the Word is effortless and simple, 

but your people will prefer harder, more complicated ways 
because they carry the illusion of productivity. 

Stay pure and simple for this is the way of the Word.” 
The Art of Pastoring by William C. Martin 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 
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June 1, 2014 10:30am 

  
[from Ephesians 1] 
Do not cease to give thanks for all that Jesus has done. 
     We have heard of the faith of our ancestors and their love  
     toward all the saints. 
Pray that God may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you 
come to know Jesus yet again. 
     God put the power of healing and love to work in Christ,  
     and has made him the head of all things for the church. 
Let us worship God with our whole hearts, minds, bodies and souls. 

Musical Offering  In Remembrance [Courtney/Red]~ Sanctuary Choir & Valerie Walton, flute 

Welcome  ~ Reverend Laura Biddle 

Exchange of 

Peace  

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
   And also with you. 
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Congregational 

Response 

(seated) 

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

High School students stay in the sanctuary on Communion Sunday.  

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                      ~ Laura Biddle 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

*Prayer of 

Confession 

O God, we gather to celebrate your gift of love and its presence 
among us.  We rejoice that we have chosen to commit ourselves 
to a life of loving faithfulness to one another.  We praise you 
Creator and Sustainer, for the ways you have touched our lives 
with a variety of loving relationships.  We give thanks that we 
have experienced your love through the care and affection of 
other people. At the same time, we remember and confess that 
we sometimes fail to be loving, that we take for granted the 
people for whom we care most.  We neglect and strain the 
bonds that unite us with others.  We hurt those who love us, 
and withdraw from the community that encircles us.  Forgive 
us O God.  Renew within us an affectionate spirit.  Enrich our 
lives with the gracious gift of your love so that we may embrace 
others with the same love. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

*Hymn 

#15 Blue 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

The Sacrament of 

Holy Communion 
INVITATION                                                                  ~ Laura Biddle 

MORNING PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER                                  

SHARING of the BREAD and the CUP    
    Eat the bread when served, 
    hold the cup until all are served. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING     

Eat this Bread  

Eat this bread, drink this cup, come to me and never be hungry. 
Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst. 
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* All who are able, please stand. 

Go Now in Peace [Don Besig] 
   Go now in peace. Never be afraid.   
   God will go with you each hour of every day 
   Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
   Know God will guide you in all you do. 
        Go now in love, and show you believe. 
        Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
        God will be there watching from above. 
        Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  
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*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                         ~ Betsy Hopkins  

Flowers The flowers today are given to honor all of this year’s Sunday School Teachers 
by the Memorial Flower Fund. 

  

Ritual of  

Farewell  

  

*Response  

Don & Roxy Barry                                    ~ Sherry Tupper & Terry Ebner  

*Hymn 

 

Welcome to South Church  

 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love 
of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound together in Christ. 
We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's beloved child. We seek to 
respond faithfully to God's call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to 
be faithful to Jesus' model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all 
will know they are welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, 
gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, race and 
ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, into the full life and 
ministry of South Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. Join us as we grow 
together in God's love. 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

INVITATION                                                                     ~ Laura Biddle 

OFFERTORY In Christ Alone [Arr. By Nickel]                       ~ Vocal Quartet 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE [Hymntune Schumann] 

We give you but your own, 
what e’er the gift may be, 
All that we have is yours alone, 
We give it gratefully. 

Scripture  Acts 1:1-11 (NT p.90)                                                     ~ Betsy Hopkins  

Pastoral  

Message  

Holy Time                                                          ~ Laura Biddle 

Annual Meeting 

Shall We Gather at the River [NCH #597] 

Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 
with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 
 

[Refrain] 
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, beautiful river, 
Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 
 

On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray, 
We will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day. 
 
As we reach the shining river, lay we every burden down; 
Grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown. 
 
Soon we’ll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
Soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace. 

Please remain seated. 


