
 

 

10:30am May 27, 2012 

 South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 

Pentecost Sunday 
Memorial Day Weekend 

Meditation 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly  

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house  
where they were sitting.  (Acts 2:1, 2)  

 
Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

*Hymn 

In Bulletin p.7-8  

Processional 
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~ Terry Ebner  

In rushing wind, in cleansing fire, 
 come, Holy Spirit, come! 
In silence, in your quiet, still voice, 
 come, Holy Spirit, come! 
As our Advocate, as our Comforter, 
 come, Holy Spirit, come! 
Spirit of life and of grace, spirit of Christ and of promise, 
 come, Holy Spirit, come! 
That we may worship you in spirit and in truth, 
 come, Holy Spirit, come! 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Come Share the Spirit  

When the Saints Go Marching In [arr. Johnson] 

When the Saints go marching in… 
When the Sun begins to shine… 
When the trumpet sounds the call… 
When the air is pure and clean… 
When we all have food to eat… 
When the revelation comes… 
When the saints go marching in…. 

Welcome & Introduction to the Service                         ~ John Zehring 

 

 

 

 

*Unison Invocation 

and the  

Lord’s Prayer 

*Responsive Psalm 

 Music of Pentecost 

 

Children are invited to go to Sundae School in Fellowship Hall. 

Scripture &  

Meditation 

*Hymn  

In Bulletin p.9  

Scripture &  

Meditation 

Responsive  

Litany 

(Please remain standing)                                            ~ Jonathan Drury 
 
 

Holy Spirit of God, guide us with your renewing Spirit!  
Give us the heart to awaken to your wonders and the faith 
to welcome your signs of hope around us.  This we pray in 
the name of Jesus, who taught his disciples to pray, saying, 
“Our Father... (debts)”. 
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[William Wood] 
This is the day that the Lord has made,  (3x) 
I will Rejoice and be glad. 

Acts 2:1-13 (NT p.90-91)                   ~ Dave Williams, John Zehring  

In Christ there is no East or West  (verses 1, 3 & 4)  

John 3:4-8 (NT p.71)                         ~ Dave Williams, John Zehring 

Down by the Riverside  [Traditional/Rutter]   

~ The Pentecost Band, Sanctuary Choir & The Congregation 
 

Join in on verse 3 & 4 - wait for cue. 
(verse 3) I’m goin’ to put on my trav’lin’ shoes… 

(verse 4) I’m goin’ to put on my starry crown….. 

[East African Medical Missionary Sisters]                                                                         ~ Jonathan Drury 
Spirit of God, in the clear running water, blowing to greatness the  
trees on the hill, 
 Spirit of God, in the finger of morning, fill the earth,  
 bring it to birth and blow where You will. Blow, blow,  
 blow till I be but breath of the Spirit blowing in me. 
Down in the meadows the willows are moaning, sheep in the pasture  
land cannot lie still. 
 Spirit of God, creation is groaning; fill the earth, bring it 
 to birth, and blow where You will. Blow, blow, blow till 
  I be but breath of the Spirit blowing in me. 
Spirit of God, everyone's heart is lonely, watching and waiting and  
hungry until... 
 Spirit of God, we long that you only, fulfill the earth,  
 bring it to birth and blow where you will. Blow, blow,  
 blow till I be but breath of the Spirit blowing in me. 
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Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

 

  INVITATION                                                              ~ Jonathan Drury 

  OFFERTORY Elijah Rock [Spiritual/Hairston]                             ~ Sanctuary Choir 

*DOXOLOGY [Thomas Ken]                                                                           

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                        ~ Dave Williams 

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to 

submit into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your 

prayer that God will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and 

ministry of the Church in meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                           ~ John Zehring 

 

 

TRADITIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN PRAYER          
    O Great Spirit, Whose voice I hear in the winds, and whose breath  
gives life to all the world, hear me!  I am small and weak, I need your 
strength and wisdom. 
    Let me walk in beauty, and make my eyes ever behold the red and  
purple sunset. 
    Make my hands respect the things you have made and my ears sharp  
to hear your voice. 
    Make me wise so that I may understand the things you have taught  
my people. 
    Let me learn the lessons you have hidden in every leaf and rock. 
    I seek strength, not to be greater than my brother, but to fight my 
greatest enemy--myself. 
    Make me always ready to come to you with clean hands and straight 
eyes... so when life fades, as the fading sunset, my spirit may come to you 
without shame.  Amen. 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

Scripture &  

Meditation 

John 14:15-17 (NT p.83)                        ~ Dave Williams, John Zehring 

*Hymn  

#232 Blue 

Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart (verses 1, 4 & 5)  

In Remembrance ~ Laura Jordan & Ted Harris 

 

 

 

 

Flowers 

*Responsive 

Benediction  

*Hymn  

#322 Red 

*Festive 

Recessional 
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The flowers today are given in honor of and gratitude for the life of 
Janice M. Psoinos, Mother, mother-in-law, and yiayia/grandmother by 
Gloria Davis and family.  

Pentecost is... 
     Pentecost Sunday is the birthday of the Church.  It evokes images of doves and bright 
flames, red garments and festive decorations. These images express our desire to celebrate and 
honor the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives and in our worship. When we allow the grace and 
indwelling of the Spirit to flow through our worship, the transforming power of the Holy Spirit 
comes alive within our congregations.  
     Pentecost is also a Jewish feast, known as the Feast of Weeks, the Feast of Harvest, or the 
Feast of First-Fruits.  It was observed by the Hebrew people on the fiftieth day after Passover 
(Deuteronomy 16:9-12).  In the lesson from the Acts of the Apostles, Pentecost is marked by 
the manifestation of the Holy Spirit, sounding like a great wind and appearing as tongues of 
fire.  It also symbolizes the birthday of the church and the beginning of a spiritual harvest, as 
the good news of Christ’s resurrection is proclaimed publicly for the first time by the apostles.  
This is a day to celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit among us and to “rekindle the gift of 
God that is within you.”  (2 Timothy 1:6-7)  Celebrate! 

* All who are able, please stand. 

Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit [Traditional] 
Sunday [arr. Holmes] 

~ John Zehring and Jonathan Drury 

Go forth now as Pentecost people,  
filled with the Spirit, dreaming dreams,  
and seeing visions of God's possibilities.  
 We go forth, knowing we are beloved and blessed 
 by a God who never leaves us alone.  
Go, to be surprised by the Spirit in all that you do  
and everywhere that you go. 
 We go, claiming our identity as Pentecost people –  
 people of wind and fire, dreams and visions,  
 people filled with that most amazing  
 and transforming Spirit.  Amen. 

Spirit of the Living God  (sing twice, 2nd time a capella) 


