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South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 

                   Pentecost 
Meditation 

 

“And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Advocate, 

to be with you forever”. (John 14:16) 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  
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~ Diane Morris 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
   the one who could not be contained by wind, or flame, or breath, 
   the one who blesses the Church with courage, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit, to us, 
   who gather this day 
   seeking to know God better and to love God more. 
As you did on the day of Pentecost, 
   Breathe on us now. 
   Teach us 
   Remind us 
   Beckon us to faithfulness, and 
   Lead us into the presence of the Divine. 
Come, Holy Spirit.   
   We invite you into our souls. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

The Exchange of Peace           
(Please stand where you are to greet those beside you, behind you, and before you.) 

 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

Musical 

Processional 

Masithi Amen [South African]   
    Amen!  We praise your name O God. 
    Amen!  We praise your name O God. 
    Amen!  Amen!  Amen!  Amen! 
    Amen!  We praise your name, O God. 

 

 

 

 

Music Response 

 2 

Choral Response O Holy spirit, Lord of Grace                                      ~ Sanctuary Choir 

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

*Unison Invocation 

and Lord’s Prayer  Holy Spirit of God, guide us with your renewing Spirit!  Give 
us the heart to awaken to your wonders and the faith to 
welcome your signs of hope around us.  This we pray in the 
name of Jesus, who taught his disciples to pray, saying, "Our 
Father...(debts)" 

(Please remain standing)                                          
 

*Hymn 

  

Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit   
(Verses 1 & 2: Pentecostal Pickers; Chorus: Congregation) 
          Chorus: Ev'ry time I feel the Spirit 

moving in my heart 
I will pray. 
 

Yes, ev'ry time I feel the Spirit 
moving in my heart 
I will pray. 

Pentecost in Music Adiemus     ~ Recorder, Percussion, Youth & Sanctuary Choir women 
Adiemus, from "Songs of Sanctuary" was conceived in the European 
Classical tradition, however the voice should be more akin to those heard 
in ethnic or world music. As on Pentecost we often recognize "speaking 
in tongues", the words to this piece are invented. Instead of a focus on 
vocabulary, the piece asks the listener to experience the music as a 
spiritual journey, a sound, a vehicle to the unseen. The vocabulary was 
written in such a way that the voice may sound rich, calming, and 
centered on comfortable vowels. The recorder and youth voices are truly 
a heavenly combination.  

I will Arise [Spiritual]                                        ~ Jubilation Ringers & Percussion 

Jubilate Deo                                    ~ Youth Choir & Orff instruments 
                      Translation: Rejoice in the Lord, all the lands 
                                    Serve the Lord with gladness. 

*Hymn 

#232 Blue 

Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart (verses 1, 4 & 5) 

Message &  

Scriptures 

The Paraclete Passages [see yellow insert for scripture]~ John Zehring  
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Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

 

INVITATION                                                             

ANTHEM  In that Great, Gettin’ up Mornin’ [Spritual]               ~ April Foley,  
Pentecostal Pickers, Brass, Sanctuary Choir, Percussion 

 
 

A Spiritual is a song with a religious message on the surface. The words might 
also have a hidden meaning. Certain words were code words for enslaved African 
Americans trying to reach freedom. Charles Joyner states in his book, Down by 
the Riverside, “they (Spirituals) reflected awareness that God can work miracles 
to bring about immediate change” as well as “the belief that persistence would be 
rewarded.” (p.165) One such song, In That Great Get’n Up Mornin’, expresses 
the wish to get along well on the “great getting up morning” which was Judgment 
Day, and get to heaven. Judgment Day was a code word for time of escape, and 
Heaven was a code word for a better life in the North. All will be well with God!  

 

*DOXOLOGY [To the tune of Red #428]                                                                            

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                         ~ Jennifer Bouchard  

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to submit 

into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your prayer that 

God will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and ministry of the 

Church in meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 

 

* All who are able, please stand. 
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Masithi Amen [South African]  (sing three times)                  
    Amen!  We praise your name O God. 
    Amen!  We praise your name O God. 
    Amen!  Amen!  Amen!  Amen! 
    Amen!  We praise your name, O God. 
 
         Everyone process out of the sanctuary! 

Flowers The flowers today are in loving memory of  
Robert and Ida Jane Schroeder by Bill and Donna Schroeder. 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                               ~ John Zehring 
 

MORNING PRAYER                                                             ~ Linda Hacker  

*Recessional    

TALKABOUT Acts 21:17–36; Paul in Jerusalem. Here are some ways to 
nurture faith at home based on this week’s story. (1) Read Acts 21:33–36. I 
wonder what the people who were upset could have done instead of attacking 
Paul. (2) Even though Paul was following God, he ended up being arrested. 
When have you gotten into trouble for trying to do the right thing? (3) Write a 
poem together by each finishing the sentence, “God is with us when . . .” or 
“God is with us in . . . .” Prayer for the week: God, in good times and bad, help 
us to remember that you are with us. Amen. 

Sunday School 

Curriculum 

Pentecost is...  

Pentecost Sunday is the birthday of the Church. It evokes images of doves and bright 
flames, red garments and festive decorations. These images express our desire to 
celebrate and honor the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives and in our worship. When 
we allow the grace and indwelling of the Spirit to flow through our worship, the 
transforming power of the Holy Spirit comes alive within our congregations. 

 
Pentecost is also a Jewish feast, known as the Feast of Weeks, the Feast of Harvest, or 
the Feast of First-Fruits. It was observed by the Hebrew people on the fiftieth day after 
Passover (Deuteronomy 16:9-12). In the lesson from the Acts of the Apostles, 
Pentecost is marked by the manifestation of the Holy Spirit, sounding like a great wind 
and appearing as tongues of fire.  It also symbolizes the birthday of the church and the 
beginning of a spiritual harvest, as the good news of Christ’s resurrection is 
proclaimed publicly for the first time by the apostles. This is a day to celebrate the 
presence of the Holy Spirit among us and to “rekindle the gift of God that is within 
you.” (2 Timothy 1:6-7). Celebrate! 

Go forth now as Pentecost people, 
filled with the Spirit, dreaming dreams, 
and seeing visions of God's possibilities. 
   We go forth, knowing we are beloved and blessed 
   by a God who never leaves us alone. 
Go, to be surprised by the Spirit in all that you do 
and everywhere that you go. 
   We go, claiming our identity as Pentecost people – 
   people of wind and fire, dreams and visions, 
   people filled with that most amazing 
   and transforming Spirit.  Amen. 

*Responsive 

Benediction    

*Hymn 

 

[#322 Red] 

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me; 

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, Fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 



 

 

The Paraclete Passages 

 

1. John 14:15-17 

"If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.  This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  You know him, 

because he abides with you, and he will be in you.” 

 

2. John 14:25, 26 

"I have said these things to you while I am still with you.  But the Advocate, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you 

of all that I have said to you.” 

 

3. John 15:26 

"When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth 

who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf.” 

 

4. John 16:7-14 

Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go 

away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 

And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 

judgment: 

about sin,  

 because they do not believe in me; 

about righteousness,  

 because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 

about judgment,  

 because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

 "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 

 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth… 
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