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South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

Children’s Worship Today: Children go directly to Church School Class 
Farewell to Melissa Glassman 

Following Worship: Strategic Planning meeting in the Chapel 
 

Meditation 
 

I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart;  
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me,  

and what he will answer concerning my complaint.   (Habakkuk 2:1) 

 
Opening Psalm 

Welcome  
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~ Meaghan Farrell  
Praise the Lord, O my soul!  
 We will praise the Lord as long as we live! 
God created the heavens and the earth. 
 God brings justice to the oppressed 
 and food to the hungry.  
God opens the eyes of the blind  
and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 God cares for strangers, the abused,  
and those on the margins. 
Sing praise to our God.  
 The Lord reigns forever!  
 Praise the Lord! 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

The Exchange of Peace           
(Please stand where you are to greet those beside you, behind you, and before you.) 

 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Announcements                                                                  

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

Musical Offering Bwana Asifiwe [Arr. Burrows]     ~ Youth Choir w/soloist Scarlett Holbrook 
and Steve Longo, percussion 

 

                Bwana Asifiwe is Swahili for Praise the Lord!  
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In Recognition  

*Prayer Response 

*Unison Invocation 

and Lord’s Prayer  

Scripture  

*Hymn 

 

Melissa Glassman’s conclusion as our Field Education Student  

[NCH #769] 

Hear our prayer, O God, 
Hear our prayer, O God. 
Incline your ear to us, 
and grant us your peace. 

O loving One of mercy and justice, we come into your presence 
this day with hearts full of the past week.  Help us to lay aside 
our anxious minds as you lift our worries and burdens.   Guide 
us into your presence and teach us how to wait, to trust, to 
walk humbly with you.  This we pray in the name of Jesus, 
saying “Our Father... (debts).” 

(Please remain standing)                                         ~ Melissa Glassman  
 

Habakkuk 2:1-4 (OT p.676)                                            ~ Rob Thomas  

The Whole World is in God’s Hands [arranged by the Pentecostal Pickers]  
 

(verse 1) The whole world is in God's Hands 

(verse 2) The wind and the rain, are in God's Hands 

(verse 3) The little tiny babies, are in God's Hands 

(verse 4) You and me brother, are in God's Hands, you and  
   me sister are in God's Hands, You and me Brother are in 
   God's Hands 

(verse 5) The whole world is in God's Hands. 
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Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

 

INVITATION                                                             

ANTHEM  Look at the World [Rutter, words on p.6]                              ~ Sanctuary Choir 
 

*DOXOLOGY [To the tune of Red #428]                                                                            

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                                  ~ Rob Thomas  

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to submit 

into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your prayer that 

God will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and ministry of the 

Church in meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 

~ Moderator Linda Mesler 

This Little Light of Mine [Harry Dixon Loes] 

 

(verse 1) This Little Light of Mine 

(verse 2) Won't let anyone blow it out, I'm gonna let it shine 

(verse 3) Spread that light around the world, I'm gonna let it shine 

(verse 4) This Little Light of Mine. 

 

Morning 

Prayers 

*Hymn 

  

 

*Closing 

Response    

* All who are able, please stand. 
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May God Who Creates You [words by Louise Skibsted]                            ~ Sanctuary Choir 
 

Please feel free to exit and join us for fellowship in our new Fellowship Hall!  

Flowers The flowers today are given in loving memory of their husbands, 
William Phillips Foster and Harry Edward Newton by  
Margaret Foster and Ann Newton and their families. 

 *Benediction    

 

Message Living between trapezes                                       ~ John Zehring  

*Hymn  I'll Fly Away [Traditional African American Gospel Hymn]                    ~ Pentecostal Pickers 
 

TODAY:  The Future of South Church 
 

Let’s talk about our future TODAY following worship in the Chapel. Join 
Moderator Linda Mesler, Senior Deacons Glenn Rogers and Dave Williams, and 
Pastor John Zehring to discuss the idea of creating an ongoing Strategic Planning 
Group. Rather than respond to pressing needs as they arise, why not consider thinking 
in terms of a three-year or five-year plan for program, staffing, facilities, and mission? 
We have so much talent within our congregation to help with long-range planning. 
Let’s converse and see if there is sufficient interest.   

The Reverend Peter Wells, Associate Conference Minister of the 
Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ is visiting South 
Church today, and participated in Melissa Glassman’s class in Faith Forums.  

Visiting Minister 

Welcome to 

South Church 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates 
the love of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound 
together in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's 
beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God's call for justice for all 
creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus' model of loving 
acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know they are 
welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, gender, 
gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, race and 
ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, into the full 
life and ministry of South Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. 
Join us as we grow together in God's love. 


