
 

 

10:30am April 13, 2014 

 South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 

Palm Sunday  
Meditation 

 

"It was not only our fathers whom the Holy One, blessed is He, redeemed from slavery; we too were redeemed from slavery…
Therefore it is our duty to thank, praise, pay tribute, glorify, exalt, honor, bless, extol, and acclaim Him Who performed all 

these miracles for our ancestors and for us." From liturgy of Jewish Passover called Family Haggadah 

 

Music Procession 

Welcome  

1 

~ John Kiezulas   
O give thanks to our God, for God is good. 
    God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
Thank you for coming to the gates of Jerusalem and  
entering God’s presence with song. 
    Here we feel the majesty of the moment. 
Here we recognize Jesus as the Messiah. 
    Hosannah in the highest heaven! 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God!  
    Hosannah in the highest! 

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! [Traditional Caribbean] 

Children’s Message                                                         ~ Laura Biddle 

Anthem 

 

Gaudeamus Hodie [Sleeth]                                                ~ Youth Choir, 
Translation: “Let us Rejoice Today”                     Piano: Carol-Georgine West 

& Donna Schroeder,  
Percussion: Jubiliation Ringers 

At the conclusion of the anthem, children are invited to go to Church School. 

*Hymn 

#155 Blue 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

All Glory Laud and Honor 

Triumphant 

Entrance from 

Fellowship Hall 

Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord [Godspell]                        

   ~ The Congregation, Guitarists: Steve Longo & Martin McGrath 

Laying of Palms  

In Silence 

When directed, please line the aisles with your palms, and then be seated. 
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Scripture  Matthew 21:1-11 (NT p.17-18)                                  ~ Thomas Arnold 

*Hymn 

#89 Red  

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 

Anthem  Holy, Holy, Holy [Nicaea/Arr. Eithun]                              ~ Jubilation Ringers 

Pastoral 

Message 

 

Mixed Emotions in a Mixed Up World         ~ Laura Biddle 

Unison 

 Invocation 
(seated) 

 

  

                                                                              ~ Thomas Arnold 

God of great courage and wisdom, You have given us tongues of 
teachers. You have prepared us to know how to sustain the weary 
with a word. Morning by morning, You awaken our ears to listen 
to those who long for your Spirit. You encourage us to give our 
backs to those who are our enemies, and to offer our cheeks to 
those who pull on our hearts-strings. With your courage and 
wisdom as our guide, help us stand together in this mixed up 
world. Help us choose to follow your son rather than confront his 
adversaries. Guide us as we begin this Holy Week. AMEN . 

Congregational 

Prayer Response 
(seated) 

 

 

Christ Before Us [Arr. Laura Weiss]  

   Christ before us, Christ behind us, Christ under our feet. 
   Christ within us, Christ over us, let all around us be Christ. 
   Love before us, Love behind us, Love under our feet. 
   Love within us, Love over us, let all around us be Love. 
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Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

 

INVITATION                                                                       ~ Laura Biddle 

OFFERTORY Ride on! Ride on! [Milmon/George]                         ~ Sanctuary Choir 

*DOXOLOGY [#515 Blue]                                                                            

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                          ~ Thomas Arnold  

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to submit 

into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your prayer that 

God will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and ministry of the 

Church in meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

You may have noticed the use of djembe drums during our Holy Week 
services. The choice to use the drums was very intentional. A truly ancient and 
spiritual instrument, the djembe drum is believed to unit the earth with the holy 
realm. It is believed that four spirits are working together when the drum is 
played: the tree that gave its life for the trunk and the goat for the head, the 
person who made the drum, and the spirit of the musician playing it. 
Additionally, each drum is made from a single tree hollowed out. As drums are 
some of the oldest instruments still played on the planet regularly, it felt very 
fitting to unite us to our Holy Week history by using such a powerful and 
moving instrument.      Laura Weiss 

 

A Musical Note 

*Postlude    

* All who are able, please stand. 
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Welcome to South Church 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of 
God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound together in Christ. We 
recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's beloved child. We seek to respond 
faithfully to God's call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to 
Jesus' model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know they are 
welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, gender, gender identity, 
gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, race and ethnicity, physical and mental 
ability or economic circumstance, into the full life and ministry of South Church, including 
worship, sacraments and rites. Join us as we grow together in God's love. 

If you are a guest or newcomer, please come to the welcome table in the 
narthex where someone will give you information about our church and answer 
questions. Then join us for a cup of coffee or punch following worship. 

Welcome  

Visitors! 

Flowers Today’s flower dedication: Forever in our hearts in special remembrance; my 
son Steven and husband Dick by Sally Hudgins.  

*Benediction    
 

Easter is our annual opportunity to find new and creative ways to follow Jesus; 
to be his healing agents in the world; and to love God’s promise of everlasting 
love so much that we can’t help but share that same love with others. For this 
year’s Easter Offering, we have decided to provide funds for two Mission 
Opportunities that focus on sending healing love into the world.  
 

HONDURAS HOPE is a small non-profit that reaches across borders to 
provide education, healthcare, and nutritional support to both an Indian Tribe, 
and a Squatters Village located in the mountains of Honduras. Neither of these 
communities has access to electricity, and most families rely on subsistent 
farming and health facilities to survive.  Honduras Hope sends volunteers four 
times each year to provide support to a vocational school that aims to teach 
real trade skills to future generations. 
 

WELLS BRING HOPE, a partner of World Vision, reaches across the ocean to 
Niger West Africa, the second poorest country in the world. Aware of the 
necessity for fresh water to facilitate healing, survival and cleansing, Wells 
Bring Hope drills clean-water-wells while educating villagers about good 
sanitation, hygiene, well-maintenance, and drip farming. All of these efforts 
help villages become self-sustaining.  The immediate impact of this ministry 
has resulted in a 65% drop in childhood mortality, the elimination of water-
borne illnesses, and education for an entire community. 

Easter Offering 

Morning Prayer & Lord’s Prayer                                         ~ Laura Biddle 

The Carrying 

of the Cross 

Praise Be to Thee [Palestrina 1526-1594 edited by Lundquist]           ~ Sanctuary Choir 


