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Old Rugged Cross  
 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 
The emblem of suffering and shame; 
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 
For a world of lost sinners was slain. 

O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 
Has a wondrous attraction for me; 
For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above 
To bear it to dark Calvary. 
 
(Refrain) 
 
In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 
A wondrous beauty I see, 
For twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, 
To pardon and sanctify me. 
 
(Refrain) 
 
To the old rugged cross I will ever be true; 
Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 
Then he’ll call me some day to my home far away, 
where his glory forever I’ll share. 
 
(Refrain) 
 
 
[From New Century Hymnal, From The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press. 
Permission is granted for this one-time use.]  

(Refrain) 
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 
Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, 
And exchange it some day for a crown. 
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Prelude 

Welcome and  
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Responsive  
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~ John Zehring 
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Order of Worship 

MEDITATION 
"The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who   sat in the 
region and shadow of death light has dawned."   (Matthew 4:16)  

~ Donna Zehring 
Jesus said: I am the light of the world.  
 Anyone who follows me will not walk in  
 darkness, but will have the light of life. 
If I say, "Let the darkness cover me, and the light around 
me turn to night," darkness is not dark to you, O God. 
 The night is as bright as the day; darkness  
 and light to you are both alike. 

Es ist zollbracht BWV245 [“St. John Passion”, Arr. Bach/Jones] 

*Hymn 

#177 Blue 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

4 

Hymn 

#179 Blue 

(seated) 

Were you There?  (choir only verse 1)   

The Lord’s Prayer 

“debts” 

~ Terry Ebner 

Departure 

 

When you are ready, go quietly into the night. As 

we leave, let it be with deliberate steps and with 

only silent recognition of friends until we are out 

of the room, and then quietly thereafter.   

Pastor’s note: 

The word Maundy is understood to come from the Latin verb 
mandatum (“to command”) which refers to Jesus’ words to those at 
table with him during the Last Supper: “I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another."  (John 13:34, 35). 

Tenebrae, Latin for “shadows,” is a service of readings from scripture 
about light and darkness. "I am the light of the world,” explained Jesus. 
“Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light 
of life." (John 8:12). The purpose of the Tenebrae service is to recreate 
the emotional aspects of the passion story, so this is not supposed to be 
a happy service, because the occasion is not happy. As the scriptures are 
read, there is a gradual extinguishing of the light which is symbolic for 
the darkness in days ahead as Jesus prayed in the Garden, was betrayed 
and arrested, witnessed the flight of his disciples, was whisked around a 
series of trials and then let to Golgotha for his crucifixion. Do not gloss 
over the darkness and suffering. Yet never lose hope: “The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”  (John 1:5) 

The Board of Deacons has requested that Communion be served by 
intinction.  Intinction is the Eucharistic practice of partly dipping the 
consecrated bread, or host, into the consecrated cup before consumption 
by the communicant. 

Traditionally, silence is observed by all worshipers as they leave the 
service, with only silent recognition of others. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

*Prayer 

Response  

 
[#322 Red]  

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me; 
Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, Fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 

Scripture 

 

1 Corinthians 11:23-29                            ~ Jonathan Drury 

*Hymn 

In Bulletin p.5  

 

Old Rugged Cross  
 

The Sacrament of 

Holy Communion 
Invitation & Prayer                   ~ John and Donna Zehring 

Sharing of the Bread and the Cup 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Anthem  

 

Lacrymosa [Cherubini]                                    ~ Sanctuary Choir  

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too 
real to hide, and too deep to undo.  Forgive what our 
lips tremble to name, what our hearts can not longer 
bear, and what has become for us a consuming fire 
of judgment.  Set us free from a past that we cannot 
change; open to us a future in which we can be 
changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more 
in your likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, the 
light of the world. Amen. 

(Please remain standing)                           ~ Jonathan Drury 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

*Prayer of 

Confession 
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Service of Tenebrae 
(Readings and Extinguishing of Lights) 

 

Lighting of Candles 

 

FIRST READING: Shadow of Betrayal                ~ Becky Cutts 

Matthew 26:20-25 

 

SECOND READING: Shadow of Desertion       ~ Carol Floreen 

Matthew 26:31-35  

 

THIRD READING:  Agony of the Soul               ~ Jenn Hoenig 

Luke 22:39-44  

 

HYMN Blue #209 (seated):  Abide With Me  (v. 1, 3 5) 
 

FOURTH READING: Unshared Vigil          ~ Rebecca Hoerner 

Mark 14:32-41  

 

FIFTH READING: "Father, the hour is come"      ~ Ted Nowell 

John 17:1-6        
 

SIXTH READING: "That they may all be one"  

John 17:15-22                                    ~ Sandy Meldrum 

 

REFLECTION:  O Lord We Pray                   ~ Sanctuary Choir 

 

EVENTH READING: Arrest in the Garden             ~ Laura Rex 

John 18:1-5  
 

EIGHTH READING: Shadow of the Cross         ~ Dave Sleight 

Mark 15:16-20  

 

NINTH READING: The Light                         ~ Dave Williams 

John 3:17-21   


