
 

 

10:30am March 24, 2013 

 South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 

Passion Sunday 
First Sunday in Spring 

 

Meditation 
 

"So the other disciples told him, 'We have seen the Lord.'  But he said to them,  
'Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails, 

 and place my hand in his side, I will not believe'." (John 20:25) 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  
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~ Zoe Lyons  
Today is God’s gift, a day made for us. 
 We rejoice with glad hearts of praise! 
Today is Christ’s day, a day made for thanks. 
 We rejoice with glad hearts of praise! 
Today, we gather in joy and thanksgiving,  
in sorrow and grief, remembering Christ’s gift 
of great love. 
 We give thanks for the gift and remember the price,  
 as we bring our worship to God. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

The Exchange of Peace           
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Announcements                                                                  

*Hymn  

In Bulletin p.6 

The Palms 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

Musical Offering Hosanna! [Larson/Smith]    

~ with special guests Jacqueline Foley, Soprano &  
Matt Longo, Percussion  

Handing out  

of Palms 

~ The Children 

 

 

 

 

*Prayer Response 
[New Century Hymnal #769] 

Hear our prayer, O God, 
Hear our prayer, O God. 
Incline your ear to us, 
and grant us your peace. 

*Unison Invocation 

and Lord’s Prayer  
God of Passion and Palms, come to us this day.   Enter into our 
hearts as you once entered into Jerusalem, full of passion and 
purpose.  Help us to receive you with joy and thanksgiving 
that we may enter into your service with that same passion and 
purpose.   Instill in each of us the mind of Christ, that we may 
be your disciples on this earth.   Strengthen our resolve when 
faced with fear and tragedy, that we may proclaim your name 
and follow where you lead.  And now, our first and second 
graders will lead us in the prayer that Jesus taught his 
followers to pray: 

(Please remain standing)                                         ~ Melissa Glassman  
 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer ~ Led by 1st & 2nd Grade classes  
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Scripture  Psalm 31:9-16 (OT p.393)                                               ~ Becky Cutts  

A Time with  

the Children  

~ Terry Ebner  

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

*Hymn  

#160 Blue 

Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

Scripture  Luke 23:20-49 (NT p.67-68)                                            ~ Becky Cutts  
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Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

 

  INVITATION                                                            ~ Melissa Glassman 

  OFFERTORY O Vos Omnes [Vittoria]  

*DOXOLOGY [To the tune of Red #428]                                                                            

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                                ~ Becky Cutts  

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to submit 

into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your prayer that 

God will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and ministry of the 

Church in meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                            ~ John Zehring 

 

 
 

PRAYER HYMN Watch & Pray (join in after the choir sings it once) 
Stay with me, 
Remain here with me, 
Watch and pray, 
Watch and pray. 

  

MORNING PRAYER                                                         ~ John Zehring 

 

*Hymn  

#102 Red 

Were You There?  
(verse 1: ALL; verse 2: Men; verse 3: Women; verse 4: ALL) 

 

*Benediction    

*Postlude 

 

* All who are able, please stand. 

4 

Come Sweetest Death, Come, Blessed Rest [Bach/Arr. Virgil Fox] 

Welcome to South Church 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates 
the love of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound 
together in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's 
beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God's call for justice for all 
creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus' model of loving 
acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know they are 
welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, gender, 
gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, race and 
ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, into the full 
life and ministry of South Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. 
Join us as we grow together in God's love. 
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Message 

 

The Cross of Jesus             ~        John Zehring  

Piano Response 

Flowers The flowers today are given in loving memory of Traci L McNulty,  
Lillian E. McNulty, Reverend Craig “Scott” Raeburn, and Joy Raeburn. 

Our Easter Offering will be dedicated to purposes outside of the church. This 
year our Board of World Service has selected to continue our five-year  pledge 
to the Conference’s Pastoral Excellence campaign and to support the ABC 
House in Andover. 

Easter Offering 


