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South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

Wilderness: First Sunday of Lent 
 

Meditation 
 

“Change, growth and transformation happen in the  process of journeying through 
grief, in experiencing the ups and downs, and in continuing to be aware 

of the difficult emotions, even when you feel that the burden may be too great.” 
Grieving Mindfully by Sameet Kumar 

March 9, 2014 10:30am 

[from Psalm 23]                                                                                                    ~ Carolyn Holden  

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven. 
    Happy are those in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
While I kept silence, my soul groaned all day long. 
    For day and night God’s hand was heavy upon me. 
Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer. 
    Let God instruct and counsel us. 

~ Reverend Laura Biddle 

Silent Confession  Dream [Meredith Monk]                                                                              ~ Sanctuary Choir 

Exchange of 

Peace  

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
   And also with you. 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

Prayer Concerns & Celebrations                                    
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Psalm 51:10-17 (OT p.405)                                                 ~ Steve Longo  

 

Unison 

 Invocation 

(seated) 

 

  
                                                                                                                                          ~ Laura Biddle 
We are tempted dear God, to work hard to fix and mold our 
destinies in this lifetime. Too often, rather than trusting You with 
our whole hearts, minds, bodies, and souls, we try to prove our 
worth and control our world; we neglect and strain the spiritual 
bond we have with Jesus. During this hour, set us free from our 
fears. Release us from the illusion that anything we want is behind 
us. Remind us that You are always with us, always turning us 
forward towards your son Jesus. AMEN.  

Congregational 

Prayer Response 

(seated) 

 

 

Scripture 

*Hymn 

 

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound  [Red #280] 
 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me; 
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see. 
 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  
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INVITATION  Candle Lighting                                         ~ Laura Biddle 

OFFERTORY Dwell in the Light Forevermore [Larson] ~ Sanctuary Choir 

*DOXOLOGY [To the tune of Red #592]                                                                          

* All who are able, please stand. 

Lost in the Wilderness [Children of Eden/S.Schwartz]                   

~ Dan Jacavanco & Bruce Waters 
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Prayers  

of the 

 People 

Morning Prayer & Lord’s Prayer      

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                             ~ Steve Longo  

Flowers The flowers today are given in loving memory of David Moorhead  
by his family  

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that 
celebrates the love of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one 
body, bound together in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every 
individual as God's beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God's call 
for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus' 
model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will 
know they are welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter your 
age, gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital 
status, race and ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic 
circumstance, into the full life and ministry of South Church, including 
worship, sacraments and rites. Join us as we grow together in God's love. 

Pastoral  

Message  
The Wilderness of Loss                                    ~ Laura Biddle 

  

Closing  

Response  

~ Laura Biddle  

  

*Benediction  

*Hymn 

#295 Blue 

Christ for the World We Sing! 

*Hymn 

#348 Blue 

My Faith Looks up to Thee 

Welcome to 

South Church  

Time with the  

Children 

 

Wilderness                                                                       ~ Andrew Harris 

Scripture Matthew 4:1-11 (NT p.2-3)                                                 ~ Steve Longo  

Children are invited to go to Church School. 


