
 

 

 

 South Church in Andover 
United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Transfiguration Sunday  

 
Meditation 

 

Begin 
This is now. Now is all there is. Don’t wait for then, strike the spark, light the fire.  

Sit at the Beloved’s table, feast with gusto, drink your fill. 
Then dance the way branches of jasmine and cypress dance in a spring wind. 

The green earth is your cloth; tailor your robe with dignity and grace.  - Rumi 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 
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March 2, 2014 10:30am 

  
[adapted from 2 Peter 1:16-21]                                                                                  ~ Bruce Waters   

Come into this sacred space to be witnesses of the majesty and glory 
of Jesus Christ. 
    We come trusting in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
We remember that in the company of people at the Jordan River, he 
heard a voice from heaven saying “This is my Son, my Beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased.” 
    Today, we journey to the Holy Mountain with Jesus with faith  
    that we too may experience a voice from heaven. 
As God’s attentive people, let us open our hearts that we might be 
moved by the wild and mysterious Spirit here in our midst. 
    May we understand the Word of God with open minds  
    and hearts. 

Musical Offering  Humble [spiritual, arr. Kempster]      ~ Soloist: Emma Harris w/Sanctuary Choir 

Welcome  ~ Reverend Laura Biddle  

Exchange of 

Peace  

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
   And also with you. 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

Prayer Concerns & Celebrations                                   ~ Laura Biddle 
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Congregational 

Response 

(seated) 

Call to Confession                                                                                  ~ Laura Biddle 

Prayer of Confession 

*Prayer of 

Confession 

We admit O God, that we rush around and miss seeing and 
hearing You in our everyday lives. We are here today to re-
learn the art of stopping long enough to appreciate You in our 
midst. Help us practice touching deeply this present moment. 
Remind us that your son came to shine a light on You in our 
world. As we journey with his followers to the mountaintop, 
soften our preconceptions so that we can stop and see what he 
reveals to us. AMEN. 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

Scripture 

 

Exodus 24:12-18 (OT p.55)                                                   ~ Laura Rex  

*Hymn 

#363 Red 

I want Jesus to Walk with Me 
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* All who are able, please stand. 
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*Postlude  

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

High School students stay in the sanctuary on Communion Sunday.  

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                                ~ Laura Rex  

Flowers The flowers today are given in loving memory of Hope Benson Machedon  
by her father, Clark Benson, and Carolyn Tower. 

  

*Benediction  

  

*Response  

Pastoral  

Message  
The Art of Stopping                                           ~ Laura Biddle 

Go Now in Peace [Don Besig] 
   Go now in peace. Never be afraid.   
   God will go with you each hour of every day 
   Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
   Know God will guide you in all you do. 
        Go now in love, and show you believe. 
        Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
        God will be there watching from above. 
        Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  

~ Laura Biddle  

*Hymn 

 

How Great Thou Art [#467 Red] 
 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur  
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 
 
Then sings my soul, my Savoir God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!  
 
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin; 
 
Then sings my soul, my Savoir God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!  

Scripture Matthew 17:1-9 (NT p.14)                                                     ~ Laura Rex  

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

INVITATION                                                                       

OFFERTORY Ezek’el Saw de Wheel [spiritual, harmonized]    ~ Sanctuary Choir 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE [Blue #535] 

We give you but your own, 
what e’er the gift may be, 
All that we have is yours alone, 
We give it gratefully. 

Envelopes for the Pastor’s Samaritan Fund will be available today. Your 
gift, which is used by the Pastor primarily for our members, is a way to 
stand with our people in their time of need.  

The Sacrament of 

Holy Communion 
Invitation                                                                          ~ Laura Biddle 

Morning Prayer & Lord’s Prayer                                 ~  Andrew Harris  

Sharing of the Bread and the Cup    
      Eat the bread when served, 
      hold the cup until all are served. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                


