
 

 

 

 

Welcome  

Responsive Call  

To Worship 
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South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

 Sixth Sunday of Epiphany 
 

Meditation 
 

“Awaken your spirit to adventure; 
Hold nothing back, learn to find ease in risk; 

Soon you will be home in a new rhythm, 
For your soul senses the world that awaits you.” 

 

John O'Donohue 

February 16, 2014 10:30am 

[from Psalm 119]                                                                                              
As we gather to worship God, may we open our hearts to understand 
the Word. 
    We come to be led by Jesus and walk in his Ways. 
As we prepare to receive God’s Word, may we turn our eyes  
towards Jesus. 
    Being here in the company of faithful people confirms that 
    we are followers. 
Happy are those who walk in the Way of Jesus, who seek him with 
their whole hearts.  
    Let us praise God with upright hearts and follow Jesus in  
    the Way of justice and peace. 

~ Reverend Laura Biddle 

Musical 

 Offering 

Here Comes the Light [arr. Yane]                                                                  ~ Bass Notes 

Exchange of 

Peace  

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
   And also with you. 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

Prayer Concerns & Celebrations                                   ~ Laura Biddle 
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Matthew 5:38-48 (NT p.4)                                                    ~ Fran Healey  

 

Unison 

 Invocation 

(seated) 

 

  
                                                                                                                                      ~ Andrew Harris 
We are tempted dear God, to work hard to fix and mold our 
destinies in this lifetime. Too often, rather than trusting You with 
our whole hearts, minds, bodies, and souls, we try to prove our 
worth and control our world; we neglect and strain the spiritual 
bond we have with Jesus. During this hour, set us free from our 
fears. Release us from the illusion that anything we want is behind 
us. Remind us that You are always with us, always turning us 
forward towards your son Jesus.  AMEN.  

Congregational 

Prayer Response 

(seated) 

 

 

You Are My Strength [Murphy]  
    You are my strength  
    Strength like no other 
    Strength like no other 
    Reaches to me. 

Time with the  

Children 

 

                              ~ Terry Ebner 

Scripture 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 (NT p.128)                            ~ Fran Healey  

*Hymn 

#370 Red 

Just as I am, Without One Plea  

Scripture 

Children are invited to go to Church School. 



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  
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INVITATION                                                               

OFFERTORY Some Sweet Day [traditional spiritual/arr. Poorma] ~ Sanctuary Choir 

*DOXOLOGY [To the tune of Red #592]                                                                          

Postlude  

 

  

* All who are able, please stand. 

~ Pentecostal Pickers 
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Prayers  

of the 

 People 

Morning Prayer & Lord’s Prayer      

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                              ~ Fran Healey 

Flowers The flowers today are given in loving memory of Janyce Sagaser  
by her husband, Don. 
 
The flowers this morning are also given in loving memory of  
Priscilla and Bill Watson by their children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that 
celebrates the love of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one 
body, bound together in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every 
individual as God's beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God's call 
for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus' 
model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will 
know they are welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter your 
age, gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital 
status, race and ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic 
circumstance, into the full life and ministry of South Church, including 
worship, sacraments and rites. Join us as we grow together in God's love. 

Pastoral  

Message  

Paddling Downstream: A Spiritual Journey               ~ Laura Biddle 

I'm Gonna Sing [traditional spiritual]                                                             ~ Sanctuary Choir  
  

Response  

~ Laura Biddle  

  

*Benediction  

*Hymn 

#368 Red 

I've got Peace like a River  

*Hymn 

In Bulletin p.6 

Shall We Gather at the River  

Welcome to 

South Church  

Let us celebrate the season of light! Epiphany!  
During Black History Month, this year, we are using many spirituals in our music 
worship. The genre of spirituals really exemplifies the meaning of Epiphany. They have 
always represented light and change during points of turbulence in our history: 
 

*during the revival movement of 1850 - inspired by the message of Jesus who 
  was the only true light, sharing in our condition (civil war 1860 - 1865)  
 

*during the civil rights era of the 1960s and 1970s  
 

*and with a timeless quality in their vocabulary, which takes us through the  
  eyes of the blessed, asking us to "wake up" to injustice 

 

During our own "great awakening" period at South Church; the welcoming of  
Reverend Laura Biddle and saying goodbye to Reverend Zehring, let us remember the 
"light" of Jesus and the newness he brings each day to us - wherever we are in our own 
changes through/toward the light.  


