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South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

Racial Justice Sunday, UCC  
 

Meditation 
 

 “From every mountainside let freedom ring. When we let freedom ring, when 
we let it ring from every village and hamlet, from every state and every 

city, we will be able to speed up that day when all God's children will be 
able to join hands and sing: Free at last! Free at last! Thank God 
almighty, I'm free at last!"    Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

February 9, 2014 10:30am 

[adapted from Psalm 112]                                                                                              
Praise God! Happy are those who trust God and delight in  
God’s guidance. 
   Praise God! Those who trust God rise in the darkness as a  
   light for the world. 
Praise God! When we trust God, graciousness, kindness and mercy 
shine from deep within. 
   Praise God! For the faithful will not sit in darkness; their  
   hearts are firm and steady. They will not be afraid. 
Praise God!  God leads us in the Way of generosity and justice.  
   May our time of worship be blessed by the Holy Spirit. 

~ Reverend Laura Biddle 

Musical 

 Offering 

Fill My Cup [Isaiah Jones Jr., 1969]                                                         ~ Sanctuary Choir 

Exchange of 

Peace  

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
   And also with you. 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

Prayer Concerns & Celebrations                                   ~ Laura Biddle 
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                              ~ Andrew Harris 

Matthew 5:13-20 (NT p.3)                                              ~ Lynn Welbourn  

1 Corinthians 2:1-10 (NT p.127-128)                            ~ Lynn Welbourn  

  
[adapted from a prayer by Martin Luther King Jr.]                                                          ~ Laura Biddle 
O Spirit of justice, gentleness, and love, we thank you for inspiring 
men and women in all nations and in all cultures. This morning, we 
acknowledge that you have blessed us with a wide range of 
resources that we too often take for granted, the most important 
being our capacity to love.  Grant that your great resources that 
come from love such as education, wealth, and spirit will be used to 
move us into a new world; a world in which people no longer take 
necessities from the masses to give luxuries to the classes. A world in 
which we will throw down the sword and live by the higher 
principle of love. Grant us a time, when we shall be able to emerge 
from the bleak and desolate midnight of our inhumanity to each 
other, and step boldly into the bright and glittering daylight of 
freedom and justice. Purify our hearts that we may see your light in 
each other. Help us work with renewed vigor for a world where all 
people are afforded equal rights and equal opportunities. Bless each 
of us, during this time together, with new understandings and 
renewed compassion. AMEN.  

You Are My Strength [Murphy]  
    You are my strength  
    Strength like no other 
    Strength like no other 
    Reaches to me. 

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

 

Scripture 

Time with the  

Children 

 

*Unison 

 Invocation 

 

Congregational 

Prayer Response 

(seated) 

 

 

Scripture 

*Hymn 

#315 Red 

Every Time I Feel the Spirit  



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  
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INVITATION                                                                          ~ Laura Biddle 

OFFERTORY Day by Day                                            ~ Sanctuary Choir 

*DOXOLOGY [To the tune of Red #592]                                                                          

*Postlude  

 

  

* All who are able, please stand. 

~ Pentecostal Pickers 
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Prayers  

of the 

 People 

Morning Prayer & Lord’s Prayer      

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                        ~ Lynn Welbourn  

Flowers The flowers are given by Steve Longo in honor of his mother  
Zella Longo, grandmother-in-law Elizabeth Bailey Johnson, and 
granddaughter Violet Zimmerman Wexler who all share February 13  
as their birthday  

Welcome to South Church  

 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love 
of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound together in Christ. 
We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's beloved child. We seek to 
respond faithfully to God's call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to 
be faithful to Jesus' model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all 
will know they are welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, 
gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, race and 
ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, into the full life and 
ministry of South Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. Join us as we grow 
together in God's love. 

Pastoral  

Message  
Demonstration of the Spirit                                  ~ Laura Biddle 

Lord, Make us More Holy [African-American spiritual] 

  

*Response  

~ Laura Biddle  

  

*Benediction  

*Hymn 

  

This Little Light of Mine 
verse 1: This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine 
verse 2: Take this light around the world, I'm gonna let it shine 
verse 3: Won't let anyone blow it out, I'm gonna let it shine. 

*Hymn 

#316 Red 

Breathe on Me, Breath of God  (verses 1-4 & repeat verse 1) 


