
 

 

 

South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Welcome Reverend Laura Biddle! 

 

Meditation 
 

“Called as partners in Christ’s service,  
Called to ministries of grace, 

We respond with deep commitment,  
Fresh new lines of faith to trace.” 

Jane Parker Huber 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

Responsive Call  

To Worship 
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With what shall we come before God this day?           ~ Evelyn Mesler  
 With love and justice, 
 with compassion and kindness. 
With what shall we worship the Lord this day? 
 With humility and mercy, 
 with faithfulness and righteousness. 
Come into God’s presence, not as perfect beings, 
but as people of hope and blessing. 
 Blessed are the poor in spirit. 
 Blessed are the meek and merciful. 
 Blessed are the sorrowful and those who dream 
 of peace and righteousness. 
Bring your dreams. Bring your sorrows. 
For all are welcome here! 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Announcements                                                                ~ Terry Ebner 
The Exchange of Peace 
(Please stand where you are to greet those beside you, behind you, and before you.) 

       The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
       And also with you. 
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*Hymn 

#343 Red 

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service                                       

Welcome Reverend Laura Biddle 
This is an exciting time in my life. Being Called to a short-
term ministry with South Church in Andover is an 
opportunity for me to join the already fabulous team of 
ministers and leaders at this Open and Affirming 
congregation. As an ordained minister, my work here will be 
focused on leading you in the spiritual practice of following 
Jesus with heart, mind, body and soul. When he charges his 
disciples to live by the greatest commandment of all: "Love 
God with all your heart, mind, body and soul and love your 
neighbor as yourself," he gives us a mission for our life 
together. During this time, I look forward to being your guide 
as we turn once again towards Jesus, and prepare the way for 
your next Senior Pastor. 
  
My spiritual journey began as a preacher's kid (PK) in the 

Episcopal Church. As a college student majoring in Fine Arts at NYU, I loved expressing 
my relationship with God through dance and music. When I entered seminary in 1982, to 
the surprise of all my friends and family, I discovered a new relationship with Jesus. 
Following him on his spiritual and prophetic walk on this earth, and channeling the faith of 
his disciples, became the WAY I wanted to live my life both personally and professionally.  
  
My first Call to ministry in 1984 was to the Massachusetts prisons as the Director of Prison 
Ministries for City Mission Society in Boston. Following the guidance of Jesus in his first 
sermon when he quoted Isaiah, "I have come to set the captives free…."  I spent many years 
doing reintegration counseling and economic preparation with prisoners. As an advocate and 
minister for incarcerated women and their children I learned a lot about domestic abuse, 
poverty, racism, and homophobia. Through this ministry, I started to understand that 
following Jesus required an appreciation for the radical nature of his life and teachings. 
After fifteen years of prison ministry, I chose a lighter route and worked as a part-time 
minister of children's music in Lexington and Lincoln, Massachusetts. Using my guitar and 
puppets to educate children about the stories of Jesus was a delightful shift in energy. 
  
For the last ten years, I have been the Minister at Tabernacle Congregational Church, UCC 
in Salem Massachusetts. During this chapter of my life, I learned the importance of 
being Open and Affirming. Leading worship, Baptisms and Holy Communion in a diverse 
and growing community, became a constant reminder that both Jesus and John the Baptist 
welcomed and affirmed everyone. 
 
On a personal note, I have three children. One is engaged to be married in October 2014 and 
the other two are students at UMass Amherst. I love to read and write. I ride a bicycle and a 
motorcycle (don't be surprised if I show up in protective gear on a warm spring day.) I play 
the guitar, sing and dance regularly. I recently discovered the spiritual art of pottery and I 
love playing with clay. I walk on the beach whenever possible and I will walk with you 
whenever you want. I am truly looking forward to this time of ministry at South Church.  

Musical Offering  Communion Hymn [Kellermeyer]                                                     ~ Sanctuary Choir 
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Choir Response 

 

In Te Confido [Taizé]                                                                                    ~ Sanctuary Choir 

Call to Confession                                                                           ~ Andrew Harris 

Prayer of Confession 

*Prayer of 

Confession 

Merciful God, we come to you this morning, seeking your 
presence blessing our lives and the lives around us. Forgive us 
when we stray, when we fail to walk humbly with you. We are 
often blinded by a world that teaches power and selfishness, and 
do not always perceive what is just, let alone strive to bring it 
about. Forgive us when we neglect a neighbor in need or cause 
hurt in another’s life. Bless us with the gift of mercy, that even as 
you forgive us, we can forgive ourselves and others. Amen. 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

Mission Moment 

 

CityReach                                                                 ~ Confirmation Class  

Scripture 

 

Matthew 5:1-12 (NT p.3)                                                    ~ Duncan Pyle  

The Sacrament of 

Holy Communion 
Invitation & Prayer                                  ~ Terry Ebner & Sherry Tupper  

Sharing of the Bread and the Cup    
 Eat the bread when served, 
 hold the cup until all are served. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                

Let Us Break Bread Together [Red #513] (verses 1 & 2) 
    Let us break bread together on our knees (2x),Refrain. 
    Let us drink wine together on our knees (2x), Refrain. 

    Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the  
           rising sun,  O Lord, have mercy on me. 

*Hymn 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  
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* All who are able, please stand. 

Magnificat octavi toni [Johann Pachelbel, 1653-1706]  
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Prayers  

of the 

 People 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                              ~ Terry Ebner 

 

 

 

MORNING PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER                   ~ Sherry Tupper 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

  

*Postlude  

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

High School students stay in the sanctuary on Communion Sunday.  

INVITATION                                                                    

OFFERTORY If You But Trust in God to Guide You  
[Neumark,1621-1681,arr. Woodward]  ~ Sanctuary Choir 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE [Blue #535] 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                            ~ Duncan Pyle  

We give you but your own, 
what e’er the gift may be, 
All that we have is yours alone, 
We give it gratefully. 

Flowers The flowers this morning are given by the Memorial Flower Fund  
in memory of our love ones. 

Welcome to South Church  

 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. 
Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound together in Christ. We recognize the 
uniqueness of every individual as God's beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God's 
call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus' model of 
loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know they are welcomed and 
included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, gender, gender identity, gender expression, 
sexual orientation, marital status, race and ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic 
circumstance, into the full life and ministry of South Church, including worship, sacraments and 
rites. Join us as we grow together in God's love. 

  

*Benediction  

  

*Response  

Message  God, What are We Supposed to Do?                ~ Terry Ebner 

Go Now in Peace [Don Besig] 
   Go now in peace. Never be afraid.   
   God will go with you each hour of every day 
   Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
   Know God will guide you in all you do. 
        Go now in love, and show you believe. 
        Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
        God will be there watching from above. 
        Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  

~ Terry Ebner 

Envelopes for the Pastor’s Samaritan Fund will be available today. Your 
gift, which is used by the Pastor primarily for our members, is a way to 
stand with our people in their time of need.  

*Hymn 

#525 Red 

Here I Am, Lord                      

Scripture 

 

Micah 6:1-8 (OT p.672)                                                     ~ Duncan Pyle  

Let Us Break Bread Together [Red #513] (verse 3) 

    Let us praise God together on our knees (2x), Refrain. 

    Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the  
               rising sun,  O Lord, have mercy on me. 

Hymn 

(seated) 

 


