
 

 

10:30am January 20, 2013 

 South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend 
Meditation 

 

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,  
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  (Galatians 3:28) 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 
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~ Diane Draper 
Let justice roll down like waters,  
and righteousness like an ever‑flowing stream.  (Amos) 
 Use us, O God, to be ambassadors for your justice and  
 righteousness. 
Let us share the dream of freedom for all people: 
 When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every 
 village and every hamlet, from every state and every city,  
 we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's  
 children, black and white, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants  
 and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the  
 words of the old Negro spiritual, "Free at last! free at last! 
 thank God Almighty, we are free at last!" (M. L. King, Jr.) 
Lead us, O God, 
 Teach us to be people who believe in the way of love  
 and forgiveness. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Announcements & Exchange of Peace           
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Prelude Aria [Purvis] 

*Hymn 

#358 Red 

Help Us Accept Each Other (verses 1 & 2) 

 Introit We Walk This Way [South African Melody/Arr. Nyberg] 
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We Shall Overcome  
(Verse 1: ALL. Verse 2: CHOIR. Verse 3: WOMEN. Verse 4: MEN.  
Verses 5 & 6: ALL.) 

Message 

 

The universe is on the side of justice           ~ John Zehring 

Musical 

 Response 

 

*Hymn 

In Bulletin p.6 

Amos 5:21-24 (OT p.662)                                         ~ Betsy Hopkins 

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

Scripture  

*Unison Invocation 

and  

The Lord’s Prayer  

O God of unconditional love, you who show no partiality in 
respect to persons, nations, or races, we have heard your 
good news of great joy for all the people, We hear that good 
news, and in hearing, believe.  We know that your sanctuary 
is a house of worship for all people, with no regard for the 
color of our skin.  As we worship you, knit us into a people, 
a seamless garment of many colors.  May we celebrate our 
unity, made whole in our diversity.  This we pray in the 
name of Jesus, saying “Our Father... (debts).” 

(Please remain standing)                                                ~ Terry Ebner 
 
 

Scripture  Galatians 3:24-29 (NT p.145)                                    ~ Betsy Hopkins 

*Prayer Response 
[NCH #769] 

Hear our prayer, O God, 
Hear our prayer, O God. 
Incline your ear to us, 
and grant us your peace. 

A Time with the 

Children  

~ Sandy Meldrum, Linda Hacker & John Zehring  



 

 

3 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

 

  INVITATION                                                                     

  OFFERTORY God Grant Me to be Silent [Reeves/Hill] 

*DOXOLOGY [To the tune of Red #428]                                                                            

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                            ~ Betsy Hopkins 

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to submit 

into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your prayer that 

God will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and ministry of the 

Church in meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

 

 

 

 

Flowers 

*Postlude 

 

* All who are able, please stand. 
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Concerto VIII in A Major, Op.7 No.2 [Handel] 

The flowers this morning are given by Susan Big and Alicia Bursey  
in loving memory of Rose Big, mother, grandmother and friend.  
(May 31,1917 – January 16, 2012) 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                            ~ John Zehring 

 

 

PRAYER HYMN seated (#404 Red) Precious Lord, Take My Hand (verse 1) 

UNISON PRAYER                                                     ~ Melissa Glassman 

Martin King had a dream. The ideals of justice and freedom and the belief that 
all are created equal in the eyes of God are noble principles. But they are 
meaningless unless they become the personal possession of each one of us.  
    For Zion's sake I will not keep silent.  I will struggle with myself. I will  
    not rest until the dream of justice and freedom becomes my personal  
    dream.  I must realize that I am not an innocent bystander.  I can help  
    realize the dream by my action, or delay it by inaction.  
Martin's dream of a day when people from all races and nations, even the 
offspring of slaves and former slave owners, can sit at a table as brothers and 
sisters and find ways of transforming their differences into assets.  That was 
Martin's dream. What is your dream?  
    My dream is that one day soon I will find a way to stop just celebrating  
    the dream and start living it.  It must become a part of my daily life; or  
    nothing much will change.  
The dream is not about an ideal world; it is about the real world.  Martin King's 
poetic refrain, "I Have a Dream," is a call for us to remember the real world 
where injustice abounds. 
    When I am in the shelter of my home I must remember the homeless.  
    When I eat, I must remember the hungry.  When I feel secure I must  
    remember the insecure.  When I see injustice I must remember that it  
    will not stop unless I stop it. 
I have a dream!  
    I also have a dream.  I have a dream that the Holy Spirit will arouse in  
    me that very flame of righteousness that caused Martin King to become  
    a living sacrifice for the freedom and liberation of all of God's Children.  
    Then I will be able to resist racial injustice everywhere I see it, even  
    within myself. 

*Response    Old Irish Blessing [White] 

*Benediction     

Sunday School 

Curriculum 

TALKABOUT Mark 3:13–35; Followers and family. Talk about the Bible 
story children and youth explored this week. Here are some ways to nurture 
faith at home based on this week’s story. (1) Read Mark 3:13–14. Why do you 
suppose Jesus called the apostles to the mountain? (2) Those who follow God 
are Jesus’ family (Mark 3:35). Draw a picture of your family. Add people from 
your church family. (3) Name someone who feels like family even if he or she 
doesn’t live at your house. Did you know? There were twelve apostles. What 
are some other “twelves” in the Bible? (tribes of Israel, baskets of leftovers, 
age of Jairus’ daughter, and many more). Prayer for the week: God, thank you 
for our family. Thank you for people who love you all around the world. Amen. 

*Hymn 

In Bulletin p.7 

This Is My Song  

Would you like to join South Church? 

 

A meeting will be held January 27 following the worship service for those 
considering membership in South Church. 

This will be an opportunity to learn about the United Church of Christ 
denomination as well as about South Church.  You are welcome to come for 
information or to come with the intention of joining, which will occur the 
following week. You are welcome here! 

Please briefly enjoy some refreshments at Coffee Hour and then meet with 
John Zehring and members of the Board of Deacons in the Chapel (3rd floor). 

CHILD CARE will be provided. 


