
 

 

 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

Responsive Call  

To Worship 
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South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 

 

Guest Preacher: The Reverend Dr. Jim Antal, President and Minister  
of the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ 

 
Meditation 

 

“In a dark time, the eye begins to see.” (Theodore Roethke)  

January 12, 2014 10:30am 

                                                                                                                                    

God gathers us and leads us;                                        ~ Andrew Harris  
may we respond and follow. 
 Along straight paths, by refreshing streams, 
 God ministers to our needs. 
The weeping find consolation 
and the suffering find healing and renewal. 
 Our mourning is turned to joy and gladness, 
 and our souls feast on God's abundant goodness. 
God comforts us like a shepherd 
in the midst of overwhelming circumstances. 
 We will sing and be radiant 
 in the great company of God's people. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Announcements and the Exchange of Peace                                                  
(Please stand where you are to greet those beside you, behind you, and before you.) 

       The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
       And also with you. 
 

Musical Offering All that Hath Life and Breath [Moore] 

*Hymn 

#217 Blue 

Lord of All Hopefulness 
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Children are invited to go to Church School. 

*Unison 

 Invocation 

and  

Lord’s Prayer 

 

  
~ John Zehring 

We gather in faith and hope to worship and praise you.  You have 
fed us in ways we did not know and have supported us when we had 
no strength of our own.  You bring us together to remember the 
good news of your healing love and to experience the joy of your 
Spirit moving among us.  Thanks be to you, O God, for all your 
gifts.  This we pray in the name of Jesus who taught his disciples to 
pray saying, “Our Father... (debts).” Amen. 

*Prayer Response 
[NCH #769] 

Hear our prayer, O God, 
Hear our prayer, O God. 
Incline your ear to us, 
and grant us your peace. 
 

Time with the  

Children 
                              ~ Terry Ebner 

Order for  

Times of Passage 

 

Ending An Authorized Ministry 

Scripture Isaiah 60: 1-6 (OT p.535), Matthew 2:1-12 (NT p.1)       ~ Sherry Tupper  



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  
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   INVITATION                                                                  ~ John Zehring  

   OFFERTORY Lead Me Lord [Edmundson]                                ~ Sanctuary Choir  

*DOXOLOGY [To the tune of Red #592]                                                                           

*Postlude  

 

  * All who are able, please stand. 
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Prayers  

of the 

 People 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                           ~ John Zehring 

 

 

 

PRAYER HYMN Watch & Pray  (join in after the choir sings it once) 

     Stay with me, 
     Remain here with me, 
     Watch and pray, 
     Watch and pray. 
 

MORNING PRAYER                                                              ~ Jim Antal 

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                           ~ Carol Floreen  

Flowers The flowers this morning are given in memory of our love ones.  

Welcome to South Church  

 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love 
of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound together in Christ. 
We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's beloved child. We seek to 
respond faithfully to God's call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to 
be faithful to Jesus' model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all 
will know they are welcomed and included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, 
gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, marital status, race and 
ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, into the full life and 
ministry of South Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. Join us as we grow 
together in God's love. 

Message  Epiphany and the Truth           ~ The Reverend Dr. Jim Antal 

God with Me [Paulus] 

  

*Response  

~ John Zehring 
  

*Benediction  

*Hymn 

#43 Blue 

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies (verses 1 & 2) 

Celebration Celebrate the ministry of The Reverend John Zehring on Saturday, 
January 23. Dinner/Music 6:00pm in Fellowship Hall. RVSP by 
January 14. Call the church office for more information. 



 

 

ORDER FOR TIMES OF PASSAGE:  ENDING AN AUTHORIZED MINISTRY 

 

DAVE WELBOURN 
Our church family is constantly changing.  People come and go.  Babies are born.  Children 
grow up.  People commit themselves to one another.  Loved ones and friends among us come 
to the end of their lives.  Individuals move into our community and church life.  Others leave 
us, moving away to new places, new experiences, and new opportunities.  It is important and 
right that we recognize these times of passage, of endings and beginnings.  Today we share 
the time of farewell with our Pastor John who is retiring at the end of this month.. 
 
This Order of Farewell might normally be done on John’s last Sunday, but we want to do it 
today, a couple weeks ahead of schedule, to take advantage of having our Conference Minis-
ter Jim Antal with us. 
 
On August 1, 2009, South Church in Andover called John Zehring to serve us as our Senior 
Pastor. 

 
JOHN ZEHRING 

I thank South Church in Andover, its members and friends, for the love, kindness, and sup-
port shown to me these last five years.  I ask for your grace for mistakes I have made and say 
thank you for the ways my leadership has been accepted.  As I leave, I carry with me all that 
I have learned here. 

 
PEOPLE 

We receive your thankfulness, extend to you our grace, and accept that you now leave 
to retire from settled ministry.  We express our gratitude for your time among us and 
we thank you for being our Pastor.  We ask for your grace for the mistakes we have 
made.  Your influence on our faith and faithfulness to God will not leave us at your de-
parture. 
 

JOHN ZEHRING 
I receive your gratitude and extend my grace to you,  
trusting that our time together and our parting are pleasing to God. 

 
Vows of Release 

 
All who are able, please stand. 
 
JIM ANTAL 

Do you, the members and friends of South Church in Andover 
Release John Zehring from the duties of Senior Pastor? 
 

PEOPLE 
We do, with the help of God. 

JIM ANTAL 
Do you offer your encouragement for John in his retirement from settled parish ministry? 
 

PEOPLE 
We do, with the help of God. 
 

DAVE WELBOURN 
John, do you release this local church from turning to you and depending on you? 
 

JOHN ZEHRING 
I do, with the help of God. 

 
DAVE WELBOURN 

Do you offer your encouragement for the continued ministry here and on the relationship with 
another who will come to serve? 
 

JOHN ZEHRING 
I do, with the help of God. 

 
Witness of the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ 

 
JIM ANTAL 

On behalf of the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ, I witness to the 
words spoken:  words of thankfulness, grace, and release.  The member churches of our Con-
ference hold each of you in prayer.  We pledge our support in the transitions signified in this 
service. 

 
PEOPLE 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer 

 
DAVE WELBOURN 

O God, we give thanks for remembered times when we and John, together, have shared the 
life of faith.  We thank you for the moments we have shared with John and Donna in worship, 
in learning, in fellowship and in service.  We pray that John and Donna will be aware of your 
Spirit’s guidance as they move in new directions.  You have blessed us by bring us together 
and guiding us to know you better and to love you more.  We shall miss one another and we 
will treasure our memories of time together.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
Hymn 

 
HYMN Blue #272:  Blest Be the Tie That Binds 


