
 

 

 

 

Prelude 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

 

Responsive Call  

To Worship 

Announcements & Exchange of Peace                              
 The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
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South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 
 

First Sunday of Epiphany 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Baptism of Holden James Hamel 
 

Meditation 
 

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things  
from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one  
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him’. (Matthew 11:25-30) 

 

January 6, 2013 10:30am 

~ Laura Rex 
May the God and Spirit of love, who projects itself, 
 Into this universe of myriad forms, 
From whom all beings come and to whom all return, 
 Grant us the grace of wisdom. 
You are the fire, and the sun, and the moon, 
 And the stars. You are the air and the sea, 
And the Creator. 
 You are this man, you are that woman, 
Your face is everywhere. Holy Spirit come to us, 
 Holy Spirit come to us, kindle in us the fire of your love. 
You kindle the fire that never dies away. 
 Stay with me, remain here with me, watch and pray,  
 watch and pray. 
Give thanks to the Lord. Where there is charity and love, there is God. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Bercuese [Ashdown]                    

Choir Introit Gloria, Gloria [Taizé]                                                                             ~ Sanctuary Choir 

Go Tell it on the Mountain (verses 1 & 2) *Hymn 

#29 Red 

 

*Prayer of 

Confession 

Prayer Response 

Scripture 

*Hymn 

 

Baptism  
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Let Us Break Bread Together [Red #513] 

Let us break bread together on our knees (2x),Refrain. 
Let us drink wine together on our knees (2x), Refrain. 
Let us praise God together on our knees (2x), Refrain. 

Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the  
    rising sun,  O Lord, have mercy on me. 

(Please remain standing) 
Call to Confession                                                       ~ Melissa Glassman  
Prayer of Confession 

O God, distant yet near, we gather today as witnesses to your 
promise that if we seek you with all our hearts we will find you.  
Be among us this day and hear the confessions of our mouths 
and the yearnings of our hearts. Help us change the narrowness 
of our vision and the pettiness of our living. Make us new again 
with your holy grace that our worship may have integrity and 
energy witnessing to your holy presence in our lives. We give 
thanks to you, eternal presence. 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

Stay with Me [Worship & Rejoice #286] 

(sung 2x: choir sings once, then congregation joins in 2nd time) 
Stay with me, Remain here with me. 

Matthew 11: 25-30 (NT p.9)                                                  ~ Laura Rex 

The Baptism of Holden James Hamel,  
son of Shane and Elizabeth Hamel 

 

Congregational assent: 

PASTOR:  

 

 

PEOPLE: 

Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, 
promise to pray for him, to help nurture him in the 
Christian faith, and to try your best to be an example of 
love and forgiveness? 

We promise our prayers, our care, and our example 
of love and forgiveness, as we pledge to grow in our 
faithfulness to God. 



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  

If you have already paid your pledge electronically or in advance, you are invited to submit 

into the offering plate the green giving card in the pew rack to symbolize your prayer that God 

will bless your giving and that your gift will support the mission and ministry of the Church in 

meeting the needs of others and in helping those in need. 
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   INVITATION                                                                 ~ John Zehring 

   OFFERTORY Be Thou My Vision [Alice Parker] 

*DOXOLOGY  [To the tune of Red #428] 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                                 ~ Laura Rex 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Flowers 

*Postlude  

* All who are able, please stand. 

Postlude in Classic Style [Young] 

The flowers are given today by W. Douglas Halsted III in loving memory of 
his mother, Alice H. Halsted. (December 2, 1909 – January 6, 1996) 
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On Communion Sundays, the Love Offering envelopes may be used 
for contributions to the Pastor’s Samaritan Fund, which is used by the 
Pastor primarily to aid members of the congregation in time of need. 

Message “Who Is Not In Our Lives”                     ~ Melissa Glassman 

Welcome to South Church 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the 
love of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound together in 
Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God's beloved child. We 
seek to respond faithfully to God's call for justice for all creation. We strive in word 
and deed to be faithful to Jesus' model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a 
sanctuary where all will know they are welcomed and included. You are welcomed, 
no matter your age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, race and ethnicity, 
physical and mental ability or economic circumstance, into the full life and ministry 
of South Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. Join us as we grow 
together in God's love. 

The Sacrament of 

Holy Communion 

~ Melissa & John 
Ever since Jesus said “This do in remembrance of me,” followers have 
observed Communion in a number of different ways. Sometimes it is at the 
table, or served in the pew or, like today, by intinction (coming forward to 
receive the bread which is dipped into the cup). However you observe 
communion, remember that Communion is about the forgiveness of sins 
(which is why there is always a prayer of confession), about remembering 
Jesus as he asked us to, and about proclaiming him as the One we follow. 
Instructions will be given about how to come forward.  

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

I’m Gonna Live so God Can Use Me  *Hymn 

#369 Red 

Piano Response 

*Worship 

Response  

Go Now in Peace [Don Besig] 

   Go now in peace. Never be afraid.   
   God will go with you each hour of every day 
   Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
   Know God will guide you in all you do. 
        Go now in love, and show you believe. 
        Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
        God will be there watching from above. 
        Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  

Prayer Response  Jesus, Remember Me [Worship & Rejoice  #285]      

(sung 2x: choir sings once, then congregation joins in 2nd time) 

   Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.  

*Benediction  
~ Melissa Glassman 

Prayers  

of the 

 People 

Intercessory Prayers                                                          ~ John Zehring 

Unison Prayer (Blue p510 #43) & Lord’s Prayer     ~ Melissa Glassman 


