
 

 

 

South Church in Andover 
 United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship 

Epiphany 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Reception of New Member 

 

Meditation 
 

“...and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before them,  
till it came to rest over the place where the child was."    Matthew 2:9 

 

Opening Psalm 

Welcome  

Responsive Call  

To Worship 
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January 5, 2014 10:30am 

  
~ Katie Holden 

God gathers us and leads us; 
may we respond and follow. 
    Along straight paths, by refreshing streams, 
    our God ministers to our needs. 
The weeping find consolation 
and the suffering find healing and renewal. 
    Our mourning is turned to joy and gladness, 
    and our souls feast on God's abundant goodness. 
God comforts us like a shepherd 
in the midst of overwhelming circumstances. 
    We will sing and be radiant 
    in the great company of God's people. 

THIS is the day that the LORD has made!  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

The Exchange of Peace                                                  
(Please stand where you are to greet those beside you, behind you, and before you.) 

       The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
       And also with you. 
Announcements 

Prelude  

*Hymn 

#488 Blue 

Go, Tell It on the Mountain  
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Choral Response 

 

Love Came Down at Christmas [NCH #165] 

Call to Confession                                                                 ~ Terry Ebner 

Prayer of Confession 

*Prayer of 

Confession 

O God, whom we desire to know better and to love more:  
Forgive us when we build our lives upon the wrong foundation.  
May your inner light dwell within us, and then may our light 
radiate before others so that they may sense that here is a 
person in whom your spirit dwells.  Forgive us for so easily 
falling away from you.  Lead us back into your grace and your 
presence.  Amen. 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

 

 Margaret (Peggy) Karns 

 

When invited, members of the Church who are able  
may stand and say the following words of welcome: 

 

We welcome you with joy 

    in the common life of this church. 

We promise you our friendship and prayers 

    as we share the hopes and labors 

    of the church of Jesus Christ. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit 

    may we continue to grow together 

    in God's knowledge and love 

    and be witnesses of our risen Savior. 

Reception of 

New Member  

 

The Apostles’  

Creed   

#51 Blue, p. 511  

 

~ Betsy Hopkins  

The United Church of Christ is a non-creedal church. A person is not 
required to agree to a creed in order to become a member.  However, the 
historic creeds are included in the Hymnal and are commended to 
members as worthy of consideration.  



 

 

 

 

 

Offering of our 

 Gifts in  

Thanksgiving  
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* All who are able, please stand. 
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Prayers  

of the 

 People 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                                          ~ John Zehring 

 

 

 

MORNING PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER                ~ Andrew Harris  

When invited, you are welcome to request prayers.  Please speak loudly 
enough for all to hear so that we may lift up your request in our prayers. 

  

*Postlude  

Children are invited to go to Church School. 

High School students stay in the sanctuary on Communion Sunday.  

INVITATION                                                                    

OFFERTORY Gift of Love [Hopson] 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE [Blue #535] 

*PRAYER of DEDICATION                                         ~ Betsy Hopkins  

We give you but your own, 
what e’er the gift may be, 
All that we have is yours alone, 
We give it gratefully. 

Flowers The flowers are given today by W. Douglas Halsted III, in loving memory 
of his mother, Alice H. Halsted.” (December 2, 1909 – January 6, 1996). 
 
The flowers today are also given in loving memory of  
Thelma Amy Montgomery Johnson by her daughter Linda Zimmerman, 
and Steve and Matthew Longo. 

Welcome to South Church  

 

We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. 
Although we are of varied minds, we are one body, bound together in Christ. We recognize the 
uniqueness of every individual as God's beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God's 
call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus' model of 
loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know they are welcomed and 
included. You are welcomed, no matter your age, gender, gender identity, gender expression, 
sexual orientation, marital status, race and ethnicity, physical and mental ability or economic 
circumstance, into the full life and ministry of South Church, including worship, sacraments and 
rites. Join us as we grow together in God's love. 

  

*Benediction  

  

*Response  

Messages  "“Oh, I get it!"                                                  ~ John Zehring 

Go Now in Peace [Don Besig] 
   Go now in peace. Never be afraid.   
   God will go with you each hour of every day 
   Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
   Know God will guide you in all you do. 
        Go now in love, and show you believe. 
        Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
        God will be there watching from above. 
        Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  

~ John Zehring 

The Sacrament of 

Holy Communion 
Invitation & Prayer                                                            ~ Terry & John 

Sharing of the Bread and the Cup    

Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                

Envelopes for the Pastor’s Samaritan Fund will be available today. Your 
gift, which is used by the Pastor primarily for our members, is a way to 
stand with our people in their time of need.  

Let Us Break Bread Together [Red #513] 

Let us break bread together on our knees (2x),Refrain. 
Let us drink wine together on our knees (2x), Refrain. 
Let us praise God together on our knees (2x), Refrain. 

Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the  
    rising sun,  O Lord, have mercy on me. 

*Hymn 

 


